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TO THE 
HE Tranſlating this Incoin-- 

1 parable Diſcourſe out of 
French, is not the Effect of any 
riminal, Correſpendence with the 
Enemies of the Preſent Govern- 
ment; nor will-the Buying and 
Reading it make any one Impeach- 
able upon the Statute, ſeeing the 
Importing and Expoling this Rich 

argo to Sale, is only to Benefit and 
[orich us, and not to Aid and Aber- 
hem. 

And as there 1s nothing of our 
zzliſh Growth to be compared to - 
it, ſo I do not think our Soil or 
Climate are capable of producing 
a Commodity of the like Goodneſs ; 
Jnor can Fraxce it ſelf, or thoſe more 
A-2. Southera- 
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- much leſs Equaleth it. For while 


. of Hiftory, And that being one of 


of Learning; *'whatſoever conduceth 
fo the Reforming, Improving and 


* The Preface. 

Southern Nations , which pretend 
to.carry.away the Glory of Wit andf” 
Judgment from -theſe Northern . 


Kingdoms; 'Boaſt'of any ProduQtion 
of this-Kind that Approacheth , 


both they and we value our ſelves 
upon the Advances which have 
been lately made in divers other 
Parts of Learning, yet it ſtill con- 
tinues as a Misfortune entailed both 
upon them and us; that we neither 0 
know how to Write -nor to Judgefſ * 


the moſt Neceſlary, as well as-0 


the moſt Uſeful and Pleafant Parts] C 


PerfeQing of it, cannot miſs being 
both Wellcome and Grateful to theſſ. 
Ingenuous. And it is only toſuch}C 
that this ſhort' Diſcourſe is recom- 
mended, your Pedaxts, and they. 
whoſe Upper Rooms are ill fur- 
niſhed, being altogether Il Quali-J 
fied to meddle with ir. Y 


'T H EB 


7 HE 


le CONTEN TS. 
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Of the Merit » Hiſtory, ind Qua- 
lities of *an Hiſtorian. ID 


I Cha LAPHAT Hiſtory and Poetr 
7s A F" are allied. - The Paſſage So 
th ſeparates them 45 not long. Why no Man: 
dl . has hitherto paſſed from one to the other. 
18 That one muſt be a Poet to be an Hiſto- 
hefl rian. _ Page 1» 
ch Chap. II. Of the Difficulty of Hiſtory : 
n-| The ſmall Number of "True Hiſtorians, 
. Refletions #pon ſome Moderns. Pp. 8 

Y Chap. II. France has had many. Journals; 

| 47d Memoirs, but not one-French Hi-* 
lt- ſtary. - Judgment «por Commines,and 
other Hiltoriographers after him, p.12 
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one and the other. P. 28 
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Hiſtor y 
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r- | by Voſſins, Examined and Refutcd. 


O | 'P-50 - 
7: (Chap. II. The true Definition of Hiſtory, . 
1, | andits Picture drawn with all its Parts. 
4 | | P- $3. 
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| , wW ſtory ? What Actions - 
ought to be the Matter ? The Opinions 
of the Ancients concerning the Truth of 
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| Chap . 
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Chap. IV. What Certainty ozght to be ex 
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her. © The Indulgence to be granted Hi- 
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Chap. VII. That Military Actions are not 
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th hap: VIIL Whether Private Attions may 
of” be made-uſe of i Hiſtory 2 * And what 
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70Fhap. o. Whether the Law of Truth 
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| Diſfertation. IV... WO 
;hap. a 29a the Hiſtorian hat right - 

to-judge of Things and ACMi- 
i- ons. Of the Faults he muſt avoid in the 
= ſe of this Right. eAfnd firſt of Raſh-' 
neſs. P.117 
hap. IT. Of Malice in Fudging the Frailty 

of all Men. The Care an Hiſtorian ought 
to take to preſerve himſelf from it. Of.the- 
Brevity required. Reflections upon Phi- 

Iip Commines. P. 123 
hap. III. The Regard an Hiſtorian ought- 


to bave to hjs Birth, Religion and Life. 
P. 126 
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Chap. IV. Of Elogies, and Charatters of 
' Jlluſtriows Perſons; in what places. they 
ought to be put. Þ- 130 
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Diſſertation V. 

| — Of Sentences. 

Chap.T. Hat Hiſtory demands - Sen- 
tences. What are Sentences 


and the Kinds. LE $7 
Chap. IT. Of the Uſe of Sentences. And 
the Rules to be obſerved. + P-139 


_ Chap. III: Arother Important Rule to be 
obſerved inthe Uſe of Sentences, to the 
Excluſion of Points contrary. to the Gra- 
vity of Hiſtory. Seneca wrongfully cen- 
ſured for that by Quintilian.  p. 144 

Chap.IV. That a Point in Thoughts 3s dif- 
"- Ferent from Force. An Example of the 
Force of Thouzhts,of Inſtruftions and 
Precepts, 4nd how to be.uſed. ' p. 147 
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Chap.1. Of the Worth of Deſcriptions. 


And ſome Rules the Hiſto- 

rian o#ght to obſerve. P- 152 
Chap.II. Other Rules for Deſcriptions. 
Ovid.cenſured. And of ſome Hiſtorians 
that have failed jn thoſe Rules, p. 156 
=; Chap. 
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54 | cbs * Other Rules. necdffery in De- 
vey —— How ' aud to what De 


30 | _ they ought t0 approach Poetry. A bi | 

_ AE ed bf Suite. p — 16d | 
_ IV; The lat Rule in Deſcriptions, 

nei its TIT. 'P.b6Z 
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SY Diſſertation VIL. 

Fo __ DOf Harangues a4 Digreſſions. 

be FP 

a- | Chap.l. \ X77 7 Hether Harangues are Su- 

Wo f E perflieous i Hiſtory. And 

4 whether contrary to the Rule of Truth. 

#7 Þ. 166 

Je Chap. II. That Harangues are neceſſary 

a # Hiſtory, net- contrary to Truth nor 

7 Probability. Hiſtorians ard Poets 

by Juſt ified therenpon. 'P- 169 


Cha HI. What Perſons ought to Harangue. 
at ought to be the Subject, Matter 
and Meaſure of 'Harangues. Thucy- 


hk. dides and Saluſt reprebended for having 
þ failed in this Rule, p- 1776 
2 | Chap:IV. Of the Kinds, Uſe 4nd End of 
; Digreſſions. P. 183 


Diſſerta- 


"Chiler... What is this Order, and bow it 
© Uiffers from. that of. Poetry. P. 1-94. 
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- Diſſcctarion IX.--- 
Of the Stile of Hittory: - 


Chap. > 7 he Stile of Hiſtory demands v 

Ornament. .. -, P-200 

| Chap. IT: What ought to be the Ornament 
of the Stile. of Hiſtory, and in what it 

. conſiſts. _. 1 P4203 
Chap. Il]. That the Sublime Charadter is 
the moft proper for the Stile of Hiſtory: 
205 

Chap. Iv. That the Stile of Hiſtory ought. 
to approach that of Poetry, and to what 


Depree. P. 209 
Chap. V. The Hiſtorick Stile demands 
Pureneſs and Clearneſs. . P- 213 


Chap, V. That the Stile of Hiſtory ge- 
- mands Brevity, and in what it ought to 


conſiſt, P. 219 
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Diflertation T. 1 


- Of the Meric of Hiſtory , - and 
, | Qualities of az Hiſtorian. 
'v 4 ; : ; 


is 

_ ITAL es = 
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it IE, CH AP... & EL 
? Nha Hiſtory and Poetry are allied ; 
'; The Paſſage that ſeparates them is. 


5 not long. Why no Man has hitherto 
t paſſed from one to the other. That 

one 71ſt be a Poet to be an Hiſto- 
rian. 


Know not but this Enterpriſe 

I have undertaken, of paſſing 
= from Poetry to Hiſtory, may 
be accuſed of Preſumption or Infi- 
B delity, - 
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delity to the Muſes. They may ſay 
F have done enovgtr to follow Ho-$n 
mer and Virgil, without - endea-Fc 
youring after . Thacyaides and Livy Fc 
And that Heroick Poetry being theſſi 
oreateſt Effort of W:#, and the: juſtPr 
Meaſure of Humane Life, I might} 
have ſpared my ſelf the Fatigue off 
a ſecond Carreer, and rrepoledſ« 
where the two greateſt Men of the|* 
World have fate down. They mayf\ 
yet-add, That having been hithertoſtt 
- . well treated by the Maſes, I ought|n 
to have been Faithful to the end 
and not occaſion'd them: the Grieff0! 
of ſeeing themſelves abandond byſW 
me, after ſo many Graces receiy*d0! 
trom: them. es WES W 
 TIconfeſs the Race of Poets" ann 
that of H;oriaxs are different ; an þ 
that not one having. ever yet att 
tempted to change, IT ought tojfu 
fear hazarding my elf firſt in thep! 
| Journey. Nevertheleſs having with dc 
Care diſcovered the Paſlage, I havePp! 
neither [found it ſo Long, nor ſoJ#% 
Painful, as many imagine- not}L 
knowing the Country, but by 1th 
= Maps 


"os. oY 
ſay laps, and fall” Repreſentations b; 
Hy-Wnade -of it. There are no Forts - 
lea-$o_ take, no Rocks. nor Precipices 


uy : 0 go over; the deſcent is almoſt 
thefnſenſible by which you may paſs 


juſtfrom one to the other. 
ht] *Tis true no body has hitherto 
- offundertaken it; and to ſpeak Poets- 
fſedſcaly when we are treating of Proſe, 
thelHomer, Virgil and Tafſo, ſatisficd 
nayſwith the firſt Rank they hold on 
rtoſthis ſide of Parnaſſus, either had 
ght|not leaſure, or would not give 
-ndgthemſelves the trouble of crofling 
rieffover to that of the Hitorians. And 
byIwhat I ſay of thoſe, may be faid 
vdof Thecydides, Tacitus and Livy, &c, . 
_ {who have abſtained through Weari- 
anfneſs, or other Conſiderations. 
an þ I find enough of leaſure to ven- 
at\ture upon it, and fyowe'this lea- 
tojſure partly to my Condition, that 
the]places me in an equal diſtance from 
ith}doing nothing, or nothing to the 
velpurpole ; and partly to my Conſti- 
ſojrution , that Nouriſhes it ſelf by 
not}Labour, and is Enlightned by- Mo-. * 
 i/]Jtion, as the Fire and Stars. And 
eps | B 2 What 


"4 Of Hiſtory. 

what I ſay of Leaſure ariſing fro 
Labour is not ſtrange, ſceing thoſe 
that work continually lengthen anc 
multiply their Days ; and by -the 
ſame -reaſon, according to ' Sereca, 
the !9le ſhorten and. diminiſh their 
Number. And it happens to meſh 
in this, as to thoſe that make of a 
well manag'd Mediocrity, 'an unde-W 
caying Fund ; 1n the place that the 
bad employ of Abundance; is a cautelf 
of Perpetual Wart to the' Rich Pro- 
 digals. 

As to my Infidelity tothe Miſes 
"tis not fo' great as thole may ima- 
gine that are Ignorant. H:/tory is 
oze of them, the moſt Noble, and 
I believe the oldeſt of all the Troop. 
Not only becauſe Fable ſucceeded 
Trath, and Muſick Speech ; but be-| 
cauſe the World was acquainted 
with Hiſtories before Poems ; and 
Homer's Iliads, as every Body knows, 
are only a Copy i in Yerſe,- made cf 
what Datis and Di##:s have written 
in Proſe of the Wars of Troy Th 
may add, That Antiquity having 
given the Names of the Nine Muſes 

to 


Of Hiſtory.  ''5 

o the Books of Herodotus, Hiſtory 

as willing by that.to make the 
/orld © underſtand, thats Hifory 
as of .the ſame Family; or that 
he Muſes labour not leſs with the 
Hiſtorians than the Poets.. And 
Dion. Halicar, ſfays., That of all 
he Muſes, there is not one that 
eſembles that of Homer's, and ap- 
proaches nearer thany that of Fero- 
zotus.. A great deal more may be 
aid for my change, Hiſtory, it we. 
felieve Cicero, 1s but a Poem with- 
ut. the Slavery of Dre/s, without 
ceremony. and Conſtraint. The 
Poetick Muſe: has therefore no reaſon 
o.complain of-my Inconſtancy, or 
o efteem me Diſloyal, if I ſerve 
ter. 40 her days of Liberty, after 
Saving :ſerv'd her in her days of 
:onfinement. | 

It may likewiſe be faid with 
onfidence , upon the reſemblance 
emarked by the Criticks between 
Hiſtory and Poetry, that a Man 
Fauſt be a Poet to be an Hiſtorian. 
.do-not ſay Hiſtorian after the 
anner of .the Makers of Legends 


B 3 and 2 
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and Chronicles 3 the Remaſſers c 
Journals and Gazettes ; nor of tho 
Gentlenen Hi/toriographers who a 
| perpetual Compilers, and'think t: 
have well pax? Op 4 rs whet 
they have joyn'd together a parc 
of Scraps. ſtollen from Froiſſard 
Nicholas Gill, du Hallin, &c. an 
expoſed them with a little Dil 
_ guiſement foe their own. TI fa; 
iftorians of the Rank of Salut 
Livy and Tacitas, that have bee! 
Poets, free and diſingaged from th 
Conftraint of Nambers and Meafnrif 
as Poxtin has made appear, by con 


 Fonting their 'Figares and mann 


of Speech with thoſe of Virgzl. Upo 
which we muſt not forger the Te 
Nimony of Lucian a great Maſter 1 
the Art of Hiſtory, who ſays, th 
Veſſel would be Slaggiſh, and wit 
out Movement, if the dof Poet 
did not fill the Sails. 

Upon this and the Faith of Quz; 
tilian and Cicero, who have ofte 
affirmed, that Hiftory is a Poe 
free from the Servitude of Verſe; 
- thought if I have had any Fanc 
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in_ Poetry, I could not better .im- 
ploy -what ;remains of my time, 
than in the 'Compoſition of a H;- 
I fory. And as when T, began-:my 
Keroick Poem, not towork Tumul- 
tuouſly and .at all Adventures ; I 
made to my ſelf a Moce/, where I 
abridged all the Ruſs belonging to 
that Arr, till that time a Stranger 
to France: So now . undertaking, to 
compile a Hiſtory, which is one of | 
F the greateſt and moſt uſeful Pro- 
S duQions of 'Humane Wit, I: ought 
"to rengw [My Acquaintance with 
# the H/torians, and inftrut my ſelf 
.M more particularly with the Nature, 
 Parts:and Quality of H:fory; Lnat 
having both Patirons.and Rates be- 


2-0 fore my-Eyes,.it may anot happen 
+ tome as/to an-Ignorant ArchireF,, 
i: who regarding neither Proportion 
Jef mor Symmerry, in-lieu of a Palace 

raiſes only Irregular Heaps of Stone 
24; and Marble. To this end Thave 


>. FF rednced into this Work all I could 
learn of the Oeconomy of Hiftory , 
whether by :my own Obſervations, 
or thoſe of others, ' either better 

B 4 <enlightned, 
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enlightned, or leſs imploy*d than 


ment may be made-upon what I 
have done, yet this will ſtill be. my © 
Glory ; to have firſt taught France P 
the 4rr of Poem, the Art of Device, ſl © 
__ and the 4rr of Fiſory. a 


A 

= ——— —Þþ|t 

7 CH AP. IL | F; 

Of the Difficulty of: Hiſtory :- The iN * 

Small Number of True Hiſto- « 

rians-: Reflections upon ſome Mo- L 

. derns: BE . 

FT is md cafie Burden to under- 1 
] take.compiling a Hi/ory :- The 

Ancient Greeks-, and: after them ill © 

the Latins, that have known the ; 

Weight, have called it the great if © 

Work. And all, - that a deſire of lj ; 


preſent Fame, and of leaving ſome 
Remembrance to Poſterity , has |f| * 
preſs'd on to this Labour, would 
have done wiſely" to have taken | - 
the Council of Horace to the Poets, 
Firſt to. bave tried their PR 

e 


Pl FMS 
___, 


..; The. Difficulty of the Work.ap- 
pears enough, 1n the ſmall Namber 
of thoſe that have ſet their Hands 
to_it- with Succeſs.. - Greece that 
prided.it ſelf as the Mother of Arts, 
cannot reckon .above to. or #hree, 
and thoſe lived together in the ſame 
Ape. . After thoſe this' Fertile Mo- 
— | ther produced great Bodies 1adeed, 
but rude and: unformed. Ancient 
Rome had but four, ſhe began with 
Saluſt, and ended with T acitus or 
uintus (urtinuss Laceus, who was 
ſo much eſteemed by Cicero, not be- 
ing known by us, it may be ſaid __* .. 
for his own Unhappineſs, and that 
of the Republick of Learning, that 


« || he died twice, once Naturally, and. 
1 | againin his Work. I mention. not 
«| Ceſar, bis Commentaries contain ex< 
+ | cellent. Matter, but halt wrought, 
ef and that never raiſes an Edifice. . 
> | There is no lels to be ſaid for Pater- 
| cntus and Florys, the moſt Polite 
1 | and Gallant Writers of their Age ; 
1 | but Polite and Gallant Abbreviators, 
. whole Works, full of Wit, can» 


not be better compar'd than to. a 
B 5 Plain, 


ens on ———— AER” 
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Plain, in which the Architefs de- 
{ribe a Building by Lines and Points. 
 Ttaly ſince that time becoming 
Gothick by the Fall 'of the Empire, 
and Baniſhment-of the 'Mvſes, has 
produced no regufar Hiſtorian till 
Guicciardin ; | who may be readily 
likened _to "ſuch Bodies as have 
much Pleſb- and few Nerves, and 
fem animated in fome parts, and 
at ſome certain times. Davie that 
ſucceeded a great while after 'him, 
and Bentivoglio ſince , exceedingly 
precede him, and are Superior in 
every thing. If T 'may be per- 
4 mitted toadd our Maffens and Strada, 
_ who have writ in Latin, and inthe 
Stile of the Ancient Republrict; the 
firſt the. Fiffory of the Tadies, the 
hter 'that of the Cimi/ Wars of 
Flanders. *Twas their Misfortune 
to be born Fifteen hundred Years 
after Tzcitus and Livy, otherwiſe 
they had been eſteem'd with'them, 
and had: had: together "their Com- 
*mentators and 'Commentaries. I 
may make the 'fame'Complaint for 
| our Mariana, who is the only re- 

DEE. of gular 


gular Hiſtorian that Spain can boaſt CS 
"i far be tad in the time of 
no Auguſtus, he had Todg'd in his Pa- 
r 4 :lace, and -had had the ſame Treat- 
-mentat-his :Fable,as Timageres that 
ill « Satyrical and.Biting Hiſtorian d G ro 


ly if #45, <t0joyn-2 Hollander with a Spa- 
vel #iard, 1s the only Hiſtorian of 'this : 


1d 8 Method we have had in the North ; 
ad (but this Method is much ſpoil'd by 
at an affeQed and embarraſſed Short- 
nefs, by which 'he would appear 
more Sa/u#, and more Tacitus, than 
themſelves. His Sr//e, that imitates 
Airſt :oxe, then the ozher, keeps an 
equal diſtance from both 5 and not - 
-approaching near enough :to com- 
.prehend their Yer; ves, falls intotheir 
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France has had many Journals. and 


Memoirs, but not one French Hi- 
ſtory. Judement upon Commines, 
«nd other Hiſtoriographers after 
him. 13.7 0 


T: we may credit St. Ferom, France 


has always been renown'd for 


'its Eloquence : And notwithſtand- 
ing the Shame, -it muſt be: ſaid, 


That amongſt ſo much Eloquerce, 
and ſo many Learned Mex, it can- 
not to this time boaſt of-one regular 
Hiftorian: T don't ſay in Latin, but 
in the French. Language. And I 
make this diſtinction, becauſe- the 
French that have written in La- 
tin, have in ſome manner eſtranged 
themſelves from their own Coun- 


try. This without Prejudice to 


the Memory of Monſieur de Thor, 
whcoſe Reputation is rather founded 
upon the. Bulk, than Merit of his 


"Wotk. And ſince we are like to 


have ſuddenly a Latin Hiſtory. of 
| Monſieur 


Monſieur de /z Bards, our.SaluF# or 
Tacitns, it 'will be lawful- for him 
toadapthimſelf co which he pleaſes, 
perhaps both may be deſirous: of 
him, and no- doubt but he will do 
Honour to: the. one or the. other. 


But: I return to: my Propoſition , 


Thas to this.time we have not-had 
one Hiftorian in our Language, that 


could be efteem'd perfe&t. We have 


been very Prolifick in fournals, Ga- 
zettes and Memoirs : We are ſtored 
with enough to make an Illuſtrious 
Library , where you will ſee no- 
thing but Dukes, Peers, Mareſ- 
chals of France, and Generals of 
Armies, bound in Spaniſh Skins, 
and:rang'd upon Shelves of Cedar. 
But if the Commeztaries of Ceſar, 
which are ſo Polite, ſo Adviſed, 1{o 
Mode#, cannot obtain for him the 
name of- an Hiſtorian, can we be- 
lieve that Beleagnangis, Montluc, the 
Duke de Newvers, the Sieurs Caſtel- 


au; de Tavannes, or Suille, have 


any Right to pretend.to it, under 
the Title of their Memozrs. I would 
willingly place by themſelves. thoſe 

attri> 
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attributed -to the Duke. of Gaze, 
and Monſieur :the Duke of Roche- 
foncault, becaule few :Eflentials are 
wanting to the Form :ofa Regular 
Hiſtory. Butnotwithſtanding they 
havewwrit with!fſo much;Judgmear, 
and'ſo-good Language, with thoſe 
Defes they cannot take it ill we 
do .not violate a Rule that we 
have 'not-iyet :intrench'd upon +to 
ſerve 'the fr # Ce/ar, 'who was at 
feaſt 'as gallant 'a 'Man as- them- | 
ſelves. 

There. remains 'but Philip Com- 
wines, and it may be ſaid I ought 
not to treat him with greater Ri- 
gor than' Juſtus Lipfyus has done, 
who has given him ſo honourable 
a place amongſt the Z;/torians very 
near Polybizs., *Tis very true that 
Commines has great Diſpofitions to- 
wards an H:/torian of the firſt Rank: 
He is Sincere, Judicious, and In- 
ftrutive : His \Refletions, Sen- 
tences, Inſtructions, and Digrefſi- 
ons, come from a finiſh d Wiſdom, 
and perfe& Politick ; but having 
had no other Mzfter than his own 
Genins 5. 
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Genius; no other Rule, no other 
Models 'than 'his own Judgment; 
he could mount no higher at moſt, 
than an Eflay or rough Draught 
of Hiſtory, But yet this Eflay 
receives Admiſſion into the Cabi- 
nets of wiſe Princes, above all that 
Art and Nature has there amaſſed 
of Rich and Curious. 

Upon this Retrenchment of Z.- 
ſtorians, what will become of our 
Hiſtoriographers3 And what will be 
the Rank and Employ given them 


by Boccalir 1n his Kingdom of Par- 


naſſus? Dupleix will continue” to 
draw up Petitions againſt the Inno- 
vations in our Language; -and- at 
his hours of leaſure will corre& his 
Hiſtory, from the Remarks made 
by the 'Mareſchal de Baſſompiere. 
Matthieu will learn to faſten his 


| Conceits, that fall to pieces inevery 


Line. De Serres, and the other 
Forgers of Calumnies and ]mpo- 
Nures againſt the Court of Rome, 
the Popes, Kings, Ecclefiaſticks and 
Jeſuits, that they. have not known 
but'by the falſe Reſemblagces made 
at 


— 
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at Geneva and. Amſterdam, wall Ne C2 
tied to a corner with Diogenes's Dog M1, 
where they will have nothing toll, 
gnaw upon, but the Stones thrownlſly. 
by Paſſengersto teach them no. more 
SR | Fa 
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That Hiſtory demands length off - 


Whether it be neceſſary an Hiſto-Y 
-  rian ſhould be & Stateſman axd 4 
© Soldier? "_ Y 1 


Time, and great Qualifications, } 
3 


FTHtis Rarity then of a True 
- © | Hiftoryand Perfeft Hiſtorian, 
proceeds . either from length of 
'Fime, that ſ{o'great a Work re- 
quires, or from the excellent Qua- 
lities in the Workman to ſucceed 
in his Deſign. A Pi&Fure may be 
"made in a Day, a Figure of Wax 
in few Hours, and a Gazette in a 
Morning : But to Paint a Galery of 
the Extenſion of the Lowwre ; to 
Carve 
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Carve 2: Statue of the Greatneſs:of 
SMIthe Hercules of Farneſe, the (Coloſſus 
of Rhodes, or that of Szaſicrates, to 
be cut out of a-Mountain-3 and-to 
01 compoſe a Juſt Hiſtory, whether of 
one Reign or more, the longeft 
Lives- are but leng enough. As 
— Wor the Ancients, Paul Emilizs ſpent. 

Thirty Years in compoling what 

he has left us; and Paulus Jowins 
off] Thirty ſeven in his; and yet net- 

ther one nor the other of any great 


ag bulk. And 'twill- not -be wondred 
 , ( =t+ by thoſe that know Virgil was 


Twelve. Years in finiſhing what” 
may be read in ſo many Hours. 
But in ſuch things *tis not the af, 
but the Jadgment and Wit that coſt 
the Pains, And three or foar drops 
of: that Spirit well- purified, and 
{uch as we find in one Line of Saluſt 
or Tacitus, are worth more than 
thoſe groſs. Volumes -under which 
we ſee the Ware-houſes and Fami- 
lies of Bookſellers to groan. 
.. As to the Qualities. neceſſary for 
an Hiſtorian z Lc:a». would have 
him have a Prudence. begun. by 
SF4ap, 
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Study, and finiſhed by ſome pub/ici 
Miniſtry; and not only a' Miniſterf pj 
of State but .a great Commander, . 1! 
this were true, none but Princes, 
Ambaſladors, 'and -great :Generals, 
thould have dar'd to ſet their Hands 
to the Work. But Lucian requires 
too much.; for beſides that ordina- 
rily, the A&tion requires one thing, 
and the Compoſitionanother : That 
Experience that makes the W/e , 
:makes them not always Eloquent ; 
and that "tis Extraordinary to [find 

a good Soldier a Man of: his Pez; 
who receives without Caution what 
his Prince or General ſays of him- 
ſelf. It is not-true, that .n Hite 
-rfarz:muſt be a Mznifter .of State and 
Great Commander. Herodotus, that 
Cicero calls the Father of Hiſtory , 
notwithſtanding the Envy of Pl«- 
tarch, was never. Officer, nor. Mint- 
fer of State. Salzſt, that with 
ſome has the firſt place amongft 
the Latin Hiſtorians, reproved of 
 'Laxxary (1n: the Senate, and accuſed 

of:Scandalous :Debauches 'before the 
Preton, cemployed himſelf in other 
| Matters 


ces, 
als 


lick 
| 
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Matters than thoſe of the Repu- 
blick. And we never read that 
Livy was ever Counſellor to 4u- 
guſtus with Mecenas, or Captain. - 
—_—w= oe | 
If the Neceſſity of writing M/z- 
tary Attion, obliged an Hiſtorian. 
to be a Maz of the Sword, the'fame 


Obligation would lie upon'the UV#- 


Aertakers of an Heroick Poem, who 
are ſo full of :Combats in their. 
Heads, and which they transfer. 
upon Paper. 'But you will agree 


_ with 'me, (the Lanrels. of Viftory 


are not 'the '{ame, 'nor do *they 
grow under 'the fame *Conftella- 
tion with 'thoſe of Poezry; and 
that to 'this time we have not 
ſeen them flouriſh together. To 
paſs by Homer, who could be no 
redoubtable Warrior, being blind 
as he was; *tis {aid of Amnacreon 
he was both. I know not whe- 
ther he was ſo. Valiant at his. 


_ Sword as his Pots; but we very 
wellknow his Mufe accuſtomed to. 
the Debauch, wanted Breath for the 
Heroick Trumpet, and _—_ _ 
X ittie 


— 


— 
ea. 
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little more than Drinking-Songs , 


_- 4.499 4 an thons _ 
vwnge tongue Tring EE 
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and Spurs to the True, 


and Love-Toys. 
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' Wit #she firſt Quality of an Hiſto- 


rian. Wit 7s ax Univerſal Diſpo- 

ſition. With Wit every Maz may 

be aStateſman. The Error of Car- 

anal Bentivoglio. 

Ps a Solater then is as little 
neceſſary for an Hiſtorian as 


I 


for a Poet; but to be either, tis - 


neceſlary to be a Man of Wit. Wit 


Forms; to Philoſophy, Poetry, to 
Civil and Military Science; makes 
a Stateſman, and makes a Warrior, 
a Man of his Pen and a Man of 
his Sword. With this Lacallas , 


after he had laid aſide the long. 


Robe, became a great Captain. 
With. Mit, Homer, Virgil and Taſſo 


have repreſented feign'd Wars and 


Heroes, that have ſerv'd as Models 


An 


1s. an Univerſal Diſpoſition to. all 
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_ An Hiſtorian muſt then” have 
Wit, but not a Wir -of no larger 
Extenſion than a Song or- Elegy. 
— WI fay an unbounded Spirit , *that 
Taiſes it ſelf above Crowns and 
_ ECrown'd Heads ; chat comprehends 
2- Ml States and Empires ; that 1s Popu- 
5z- M larin a Republick, Monarchick in 
y || a Monarchy ; that has receivd of _ 
-- 8 Nature, at leaſt in Diſpoſition and = 
unpoliſhd, all the Forms of Polte 
ticks. With one Ray of this Spirit, 
without having ſteer'd the Helm, 
© he is able torrepreſent the Good and 
| Evil Forms oft Government ; -the 
Faults and Vertues of Miniſters, 
without having had part with them; 
and without being calld to the 
$ Councils of Princes, without being 
found among(t their Troops, al- 
though of a Profeſhon eſtranged 
{ from Courts and Armies, he 1s able 
to inſtruct Princes and Generals for 
the time to come, by the Examples 
of times paſt. 

All this is {aid with Submifion 
to Cardinal Bextivoglio, and with 
reſpe&t to his Purple and Merit. - 
| He 
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He finds Objeftions againſt the Re- [jp 
AeQions and Politicks1a the Hiſtory but 
of Father Stradaand maintains, T hat Lea 
a Man brought up. a Stranger to the tha 
Court,and asit were outoftheworld, bf 1 
cannot with good Judgment make ſſurc 
{o publick a Profeſſion of the Science ſþoo 
of both. Some think it not ſtrange ſkid, 
the Cardinal Hiſtorian meeting the fkwit 
Jeſuit in the ſame Carreer, Emula- ſthe 
tion ſhould draw from his Pen ſome ſjigi 
ſtrokes, not altogether ſo Advan- ſfici 
tageous for his Competitor. But I ſkma 
am not of their Opinion, as think-;W; 
1ng it enough to look for Jealouſie [his 
amongſt Artiſans and Shop-keepers, {dif 
without a Suppoſition of finding it Re 
in the Cabinets of Learned Men. dir 
However it was, to ſay nothing of Eto 
Plato and Ariſtotle who had nothing I Sa 
to do with Government, and yet gu 
have writ {o well of a Commonnealth; || an 
according to this new Maxim of the Þ|f fre 
Cardinal's, the Inſtitution of a Prince | M 
compoſed by St.Thomas,lo eſftrang'd 
from a Court both by his Profeflion 

and manner of Life, muſt be then | 

a kind of Madneſs: And Juf/us 


Lipſins 


I made of Cardinal Bertiwoghso: 


{ 


ipſins has lives in the World with- 
ut having,.to do with it, yetin his 

arned Works has abridg'd all 
hat appertains to the Knowledge: 
Ff it, has left us only a laſting Ab- 
urdity. Let us know ther that a 
zood Wit and good Judgment, . 
aided by Reading:and Meditation, 
Cons a. Biſhoprick or Office in 
he Court of Rome, of a ſimple Re» 
igious, may make anexcellent Polt- 
ician: And why. not after baving 
A 
Warring Hiſtorian, notwithſtanding 


© fſhis long Robe and'Priefthood. The 


diſtance :is not greater between a 


Religious and a-Politick, than a Car= 
dinal and. a Captain. "And *tis not 
to- be believ'd, that the Pen of a 
Sacred Hand can commit an Irre- 
gularity 1n expreſſing the Thoughts 
and Dogmes of Policy, and be free 
from it in rehearſing of Battles and 
Murders. 


CHAP. VI. 


What ought to be the Wit of an Hi. 
ſtorian: {rs CharaCter, Extenſion, for 
_ Faculties ard Aids. - | un 


[After occaſionally of the Spi- Ce 
f Þ 7 requiſite fora perfec# Hi. Re 
forian : But to finiſh my Charader, of 
This Wit muſt not be- of thoſe Su- 
perficials that only Surpriſe ; make 
a Flaſh and away 3 of-thoſe' Quine 
teſſences that evaporate upon ta-/ 
king Air; of thoſe Porrtillens that 
bend and break with the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance of Afﬀairs; df thoſe Jour- 
naliſts that are ſometimes clear and 
ſometimes obſcure. An Hiſtorian th 
being to determine of Things and 


Perſons, requires a clear Judgment , 
to diſtinguiſh the True from the _ 


Falſe : Muſt be equitable to do I 
every one Juſtice: Moderate not W | 
to carry his Thoughts and Expreſ- [ 
ſions beyond his Matter. In fine, NW 
penetrating and ſolid, able to enter 
_ without loſing himſelf, into the 
very 
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very Foundations ; and diſcover all _ 
the Myſteries of Aﬀairs. | 

"This is a great deal, and yet 
. there is more; the Spirit required 
for an Hiſtorian (to leave nothing 
unſaid) -muſt not be of thoſe Wes 
that one may compare to the Rich 
8 Covetous, that keep all upon their 
_K Regiſter and 1n their Cofters; - or 

of thoſe .hoarſe Muſicians, that as 
"© one of the Ancients ſays, Sing only 
. | to themſelves and their Muſe : He 
| muſt not only be Rich within, with 
his Netions and Thoughts; his: 
Riches muſt appear, and Eloquence 
give Eclate and Magnificence to his 
words. | 

If Fifory was ſhut up 1n a Mans 
Breaſt, and conſiſted, according to 
the Opinion 'ef YVoffivs , but in the 
imple Memory of things,, there 
would beneither occaſion for Words 
or Writing: And a Barbariaz that 
had the uſe of no Language, might 
rays Hiſtorian,by the ſole Know- 
edge of Afﬀairs paſled in his time. 
Hiſtory, as I have ſaid, is of the 

C Femily 
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Family of the Muſes, where there | 
is _ Hoarſe or Mut: : "Har 
mony and Eloquence reign among 
them, as i the Waters of Four. 
_ tains and Leaves of Trees. "Tis 
- then neceſſary that an Hiſtorian 
{ſhould be Eloquert either Natural 
or by Study, and hereafter I wil 
ſhew what ought to' be the Charatte 
of his Eloquence. 197 Re 
[Theſe interior Faculties prope 
to an H;forian, muſt be ſupported 
from without, to the end, in the 
+ School-mens DialeF, they may pa$ 
from Power to At : And becauſ: 
his Office: is Reporter and Witneſ, 
it were to be wiſh'd it might be 
from his own View ; but fince N; 
ture cannot permit a Man to liv: 
twice, or more than in one Age, 1 * 
muſt at leaſt be- prop'd by the T7: 
ſtimony of thoſe that have ſee th: 
things they - recount ; or han: 
karrn'd them from thoſe People that 
have lived in that time ; wher: 
._ theſe Aids are wanting, he mul 
* nave recourſe to Relations and Me: 
gs | moiri 
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moirs, which hold the place of Wir- 
Bl zeſſes, but thoſe well choſe, Faith-. 

ful, Authoriſed, and free from Par- 


tiality. y | | 

But if Hifory be a Work of 6 
great Weight , and ſo Difficult? 
If ſo many Qualities are neceſſar 
in an Hzyſtorian, to come off witf 
Succeſs 3 What ſhall I return to 
thoſe that may demand if I find 
theſe Qualifications in my ſelf ? T'o 


MM which fr# I anſwer, Till this time 


I have had no occaſion to enquire; 


"M.and if I have found any of them, 


(M 1 ought to put them in uſe. And 
| Secondly, In the Picture I have 

= drawn, I have not repreſented my 
felf ſuch as I am, but ſuch as £ 


ought to be. That this is the Por- 
trait of an Hiſtorian that has never 


yet been, nor will not -arrive but 
with the perfect Prince, and pers 
fe Captain, the World has waited 
for ſo many Ages. And that the 
lame Reſpe& that obliged -me-to 
undertake compoſing an FHeraick 
Poem, has now <ngaged me to that 

A wg 
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of an Hiſtory, where the Hero may 
be found not in Imaginations and 
Semblances of Truth, but in Effe&s 


True and Solid. 
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Hiſtory # az Univerſal School : The 
Uſciulneſs of this School. .4 The. 
atre for Good Princes, and «4 Scaft- 
fold for the Bad. What are the 
Advantages the Publick receive: 
from one and the other. 


ND fince it may be here ne- 

ceſſary to declare.my ſelf, 18; 
proteſt 'twas the Publick Benefit 1M 
conſidered, when I undertook this p, 
Work, as believing I could not 
render my Studies more Uſeful 
nor better employ my laſt Years,ſ;;, 
than in ſetting out an Hiftory, 
which according to the Deſcripti- 
on of Cicero, Is the DireFor of Man: 
#75, and the Miſtreſs of Life. Al 
Nobl: 
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Noble and Excellent 3;/ireſs, that 
has kept Schoo! open to ſo many 
Nations. for. ſo: .many Ages; a 
School of all Languages, where the 
Perſians, the Greeks, the Romans, 
have heretofore Studied ; the French, 
 [Spariards, Ttalians and Germans , 
MStudy at preſent : Where the Living 
that would be W:/e are the Scholars; 
where the Dead, as well the Wiſe 
as the Fools, are the Books and 
Leſſons, where we learn not to turn 
a Verſe, meaſure a Period, or form- 
8 Syllogiſm 3 but to do Atts of Ju- 
ſtice, Courage and Mercy ; and in 
the place of Declamators and Sophiſts, 
"Wthat are made with great Labour 
and Charge .1n other. Schools ; here 
without Charge , without Pains , 
Princes. are taught to be Ju# and 
Moderate; Miniſters Intelligent and 
Faithful ; Captains Wiſe before their 
time, and Expert without the 4/;#+ 
ance of Experience. © | 
In this conſiſts the principal Exd 
wot Hifory, and ought to be the 
firſt Defen of an Hiſtorian, He 
| C 3 muft 
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3a Of Hiſtory. _ 
muſt leave to the Inventors of Ro. 
mances , thoſe Paper-Combatants, 
to Amuſe the Idle Youth with Re. 
preſentations of feigned Wars and 
 mmagined Loves. Kings, Princes, 
. Emperors, Miniſters of State, and 
Generals, are to' be his SpeFators ; 
and the Srcexmes muſt be adapted tofi 
the Prefence. And fince Hi;H#or 
is a Philoſophy purified from the 
Pedaniry of the Schools, free from 
the Embarraſments of Diviſions andl;. 
Arguments, and reduced into Att 
on-and Example ; his Office is to; 
repreſent. his Matter founded upon 
Truth; to condud? their Wil by their 
Memory ; to reform and render per- 
fa the Modern by the Artient, 
the preſent by the paſt. And the 
Happineſs of a People conſiſting in 
the good Inftruftions given thoſe 
that govern, that ought to be the 
Chief end of his Eabour:. ' 

And for that reaſon it is, that 
Hi#ory. is called the Philoſophy 0 
Princes, their Governour and Coun- 
{llor in their mature Ape, their 

Adviler 


Of Heſtory. 31 

(dviſer in their Cabinets. and Ar- 
mies. For that reaſon the Em- _ 
eror Beſil, in his Book of Inſtru- 
tons to his Son Leox, recommends 
Hiſtory as a way of Traveling with-. 
out Fatignez as an advanced Ex- 
dinarps as ancalie way to enrich 

ſelf by the Labours of others ; 
to-inſtruct and form himſelf by the: 
JExamples as well of the Bad as the 
Good; to recall back paſt Ages,and 
to- extend his Life to the beginning 
by his Memory. 

But let us not eſter Hiſtorh 
only as. a Counſelor to Kings and 
. © Princes ; ſhe is alſo their 7, _ 
” withſtanding the Sovereigaty 
"i which they fo much boatt 
"l ſelves. and as ſhe has Theatres. = | 

Thrones, where ſhe Crowns the Fer- 
twors; The has likewiſe  Scaffolds 
and Wheels, where the Vicious ſuſſer 
the Puniſhment due to their Crimes 
in the Eyes of all People to all Po- 
ſterity. Their Guards are of no 
Defence; their Crowns and Purple 
'N put them not in Covert; their 
C 4 Memories 
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Memories expoſed , their Ghoſts 


torn in pieces, produce at Teaſt this 
Good after ſo many Ills, they make 
others fear thelike Torment, whoſe 
evil Genius has thrown upon 'the 
like Conduct. _ 

And here let us not forget the 
Remark made by Tacitws, that Hi 
 Fory is of great uſe, if it were but 
for ſhewing the Rod to Tyramts, | 

\ and advertiſing them of the Puniſh: 
ment ſhe prepares. And tis cer-| 
tain, whatever is ſaid of their Se- 
cret Diſquietudes,and inward Pangs, 
their future Zame keeps them more || 
in awe than their Coſcience. The 

moſt partof them believing no other 
Eternity than that of Hiſtory 3 and 
in the heighth of their Enjoyments, ſl; 
they. cannot but think with Con- 
fuſion, what ſhe will one day ſay, 
of what they now A# without 
Shame. 
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7/Shiews and Repreſentation, Feaſts 
and other Pleaſures which Hiſtory 
affords. SEXY 


| YEſides theſe general Advantages 

I the Pablick receives by Hiſtory, 
Where are others leſs common for 
Particulars, who know how to pro- 
t by them. She there ſhews the 
FTurns and Revolutions of this Globe 
called the World; the Riſe and 
Fail of States and Empires; the 
Inequality and Inconſtancy of For- 
tune that governs it. Sometimes 
» ſhe repreſents a Comedy, at others 
a Tragedy, according to- the ditte- 
rent Event of things 1n the ſeveral 
Courts where ſhe makes her Theatre. 
And from theſe diverſe Repreſen- 
tations, they may learn not to reſt 
too much upon the Favours of For- 
tune, or expeCt to be ever able to 
to clog her Wheel; to be ready to. 
C5 mount 


34 Of Hiftory, 
mount or. deſcend. when ſhe pleaſes; 
to render -their Souls 1immoveable 
and always equal - amidſt theſc 
Viciſſitudes ; and review the ſeveral 
Portraitures ſhe makes them, as ſo 
many Counſellors and Guides to the 
way of Vertue. 
Let us not then perſwade our 
{elves, the Advantages that accrue 
from. Hiftory, are Fruits of a bitter 
or inſipid Nature: The moſt delti- 
c10us Tables of Antiquity, whether 
thoſe of Cleopatra or Apiciius, where 
whole Provinces and Patrimonies 
were eaten in Ragouſts; or thol:}i 
of Vero, - prepared by the molth 
Ingentous and moſt finiſhed De: 
bauches, in a Court the moſt loo: 
and Luxurious the World ever knew, 
had nothing ſo Delicious as the Ta- 
bles of Hiſtory. We ſee not there 
the Gladiators Combating and De- 
filing the Meats. with their Blood, 
for tlie Divertiſement of the Com 
pany ; but the Combats of Vertue 
and Fortune; 'ViCttories obtain'd 
by Patience and Prudence, over 
=—Y Suffers 
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Of Hiflory, 35 
Sufferings and ' Dangers. We ſee 
there, without Hazard or engaged- 
Spirit,the Defeats of Armies, wrack- 
ing of Fleets, Seditions of Countries, 
and Ruin of Towns; and- if the 
Pleaſure of Shews have been always 
ſo much eſteem'd,: that. heretofore 
the Governing People have left the 
Care of Afairs for the Divertiſe- 
ment of the Theatre, and rather 
conſented to the Ruin of Sx Pro- - 
vinces than that of the Cirque :* 
'What muſt be the Pleaſure -of a 
Man that Travels in his Chair 
| through all Ages, through all Coun- 

8 tries; That without /cavirg his -. 

Cloſet, aſſiſts in all Rezgns at: the 
Countils of all Kzzgs, finds hunſelf 
preſent at their Combats by Sea and : 
""'F. Land; and makes himſelf by in- 
tereſling ſometimes his Joy and - 
ſometimes his Grief, Aſſyrian at Ba- 
bylos, Lacedemonian at Sparta, and 
Romaz at Rome. Thereare ſo many 
"E Charms in this. Pleaſure, the Sad 
loſe their Grief; and oftentimes the 
Sick their Maladies : As it hapned 
| : to 
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of an Fiftory, where the Hero may 
be found not in Imaginations and 
Semblances of Truth, but in Effet x 
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Hiſtory # az Univerſal School : The. 
Ulſctulneſs of this School. 4 The- 
atre for Good Princes, ard a Scat- 
fold for the Bad. What are the 
Advantages the Publick receives 
from one and the other. 


ND fince it may be here ne- 
ceſlary to declare. my ſelf, 1 
proteſt 'rwas the Publick Benefit I 
conſidered, when I undertook this 
Work, as believing-I could not 
render my Studies more Uſeful , 
nor better employ my laſt Years, 
than in ſetting out an Hiſtory, 
which according to the Deſcripti- 
on of Cicero, Is the DireFor of Man: 
#75, and the Miſtreſs of Life. A 
Noble 
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Of Hiſtory. 

= Noble and Excellent Miſtreſs, that 
has kept Schoo! open to ſo many 
«WM Nations for. ſo. many Ages; a 
8 S:4207 of all Languages, where the 
BW Perſians, the Greeks, the Romans, 
- WW have heretofore Studied; the French, 
Spaniards, Italians and Germans , 
Study at preſent : Where the Living 
that would be W:/e are the Scholars; 
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Bf where the Dead, as well the Wiſe _ 


-- Mas the Fools, are the Books and 
Leſſons, where we learn not to turn 
a Verſe, meaſure a Period, or form- 
3 Syllogiſm 3 but to do Atts of Ju- 
ſtice, Courage and Mercy ; and in 
the place of Declamators and Sophiſts, 
that are made with great Labour 
and Charge -in other. Schools z here 
IE without Charge, without Pains , 
WY Princes. are taught to be Ju# and 
Ol Moderate ; Miniſters Intelligent and 
l, Faithful ; Captains Wiſe before their 
51 Ftime, and Expert without the 4/;#+ 
) ance of Experience. | 
I In this conſiſts the principal Ed 
mgof Hifory, and ought to be the 
firſt Defgn of an Hiſtorian, He 
| G 2 muſt 
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muſt leave to the Inventors of Ro. Ke 
mances , thoſe Paper-Combatants , pe 
to Amuſe the Idle Youth with Re- Q 
preſentations of feigned Wars and H 
magined Loves. Kings, Princes, on 


Emperors, Miniſters of State, and p 
l 


Generals; are to be his Spe&ators; 
and the Srenes muſt be adapted to 
the Preſence. And fince Hi#ory 
is a Philoſophy purified from the 
Pedantry of the Srhools, free from 
the Eitibarraſiiverits of Diviſiots.and 
Arguments, and reduced info Afi. 
on and Exarnple ; his Office is to 
repreſent his Matter founded- upon 
Truth; to condut? their Wil by their 
Memory ; : to reform and render per- 
kA the Modern by the Anient fl £1 

prefent by the paft. And theſſ7; 
ppineſs fb a People e conſiſting in], 


Ha 


the py Inftruftions given thoſe 
that govern, that ought to be the 
chief end of his Labour. 

And for that reaſon it is, that 
HBiiory is called the Philoſophy of 


Princes, their Governour and Coun- 
llor in their mature Ape, their 
Adviſer 
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Of Hiſtory. 3t_ 
Adviſer 1 in their Cabinets. and Ar- 


mics. For that reaſon the Em-. 


peror Baſil, in his Book of Inſtru-. 
Rions to his Son Leoy, recommends 
Hiſtory as a way of Travelling with- 
out Fatiguez as an advanced Ex- 
Thats as anecalie way to enrich 

ſelf by the Labours of others ; 
to-inftruct and form himſelf by the 
Examples as well of the Bad as the 
Good; to recall back paſt Ages,and 
to extend his Life to the beginning 
by his Memory. 

But let us not NY Hiſtory 
only as. a. Counſellor to Kings: and 
Princes ; ſhe is alſo their Judge not- 
withltanding the Sovereigety of 
which they ſo much boaft them- 
ſelves. and as ſhe has Theatres.and 
Thrones, where ſhe Crowns the Fer- 
tzors; the has likewiſe  Scaffolds 
and Wheels, where the Viciors ſuffer 
the Puniſhment due to their Crimes 
in the Eyes of all People to all Po- 
ſterity. Their Guards are of no 
Defence; their Crowns and Purple 
put them not in Covert; their 
© 4 Memeries 


22 of Hiſtory. 
Memories expoſed , their Ghoſts 
torn in pieces, produce at Teaſt this 
Good after ſo many Ills, they make 
others fear thelike Torment, whole 
evil Genius has thrown upon 'the 
like Conduct. 

And here let us not forget the 
Rermark made by T acitus, that ZZ. } 
 Fory is of great uſe, if it were but 
for ſhewing the Rod to Thrants , 
\ and advertiſing them of the Puniſh: 

ment {he prepares. And *tis cer- 
tain, whatever is ſaid of their Se- 
cret Diſquietudes,and inward Pangs, - 
their future Fame keeps them more 
| 1n awe than their Coxſcience. The 
moſt part of them believing no other 
Eternity than that of Hiſtory 3 and 
in the heighth of their Enjoyments, 
they. cannot but think with Con- 
fuſion, what ſhe- will one day ſay, 
of what they now A# without Co 
Shame. 
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Of Shews and Re reſentation, Feafts 
aud other Pleaſures which Hiſtory 
affords. 3 


TyEſides theſe general Advantages 
the Pablick receives by Hiſtory, 
there are others leſs common for 
Particulars, who know how to pro- 
fit by them. She there ſhews the 
urns and Revolutions of this Globe 
called the World; the Riſe and 
Fail of States and Empires; the 
Inequality and Inconſtancy of For- 
tune that governs it. Sometimes 
 Þ ſhe repreſents a Comedy, at others 
a Tragedy, according to: the diffe- 
- rent Event of things 1n the ſeveral 
8 (oxrts where ſhe makes her Thearre. 
And from theſe diverſe Repreſen- 
tations, they may learn not to reſt 
too much upon the Favours of For- 
tune, or expeCtt to be ever able to 
to clog her Wheel; to be ready to 
C5 mount 
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34 of Fiftory, 22h 
mount or. deſcend when ſhe pleaſes; 
to render -their Souls immoveable 
and always equal - amidſt theſe 
Viciſſitudes ; and review the ſeveral 
Portraitures ſhe makes them, as {0 
many Counſellors and Guides to the 
way of Vertue. 

Let us not then- perſwade our 
ſelves, the Advantages that accrue 
from. Hiſtory, are Fruits of a bitter 
or in{ipid Nature: The moſt deli- 
c10us Tables of Antiquity, whether 
thoſe of Cleopatra or Apicius, wherc 
whole Provinces and Patrimonies 
were eaten in Ragouſts; or thol: 
of Vero, - prepared by the moſt 
Ingentous and moſt finiſhed De: 
bauches, in a Court the moſt looſ: 
and Luxurious the World ever knew, 
had nothing ſo Delicious as the Tu- 
bles of Hiſtory. We ſee not there 
the Gladiators Combating and De- 
filing the Meats. with their Blood, 
for the Divertiſement of the Com 
pany ; but the Combats of Vertue 
and Fortune; 'Vittories obtain'd 
by Patience and Prudence , over 

= Suffer- 
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Of Hifloly, 35. 
Sufferings and 'Dangers. We ſee 
there, without Hazard or engaged- 


Spirit,the Defeats of Armies, wrack- 
ing of Fleets, Seditions of Countries, 
S and Ruin of Towns; and- if. the _ 


Pleaſure of Shews have been always 
ſo much eſteem'd, that. heretofore 
the Governing People have left the 
Care of Afairs for the Divertiſe- 


ment of the Theatre, and rather 


conſented to the Ruin of Six Pro- - 
vixces than that of the Cirque :* 


What muſt be the Pleaſure of a 


Man that Travels in his Chair 
through all Ages, through all Coun- 
tries; That without /eaving his . 
Cloſet, aſſiſts in all Reigns at: the 
Counts of all Kzzgs, finds hunſelf 
preſent at their Combats by Sea and 


Land; and makes himſelf by 1n- 


tereſſing ſometimes his Joy and - 
ſometimes his Grief, Aſſ5r:az at Ba- 
vas , Lacedemonian at Sparta, and 
omaz at Rome. - Thereare ſo many 
Charms - in this Pleaſure, the Sad 
loſe their Grief; and oftentimes the 
Sick their Maladies ; As it hapned 
| ; to 


36 » Of Hiſtory. 

to Alphonſus King of Arragon, who 

given over by Phyſicians, - alter 

having drein'd unſucceſsfully the 

Apothecaries Shops, found in. Quz#- 

tus Curtins the Health he had in vain 
 fearchd for inthe Schools of Gaſen 
_. and Hippocrates, ES | 


CHAT I 


: Of the Wit, Judgment and Diſpo- 
ſition required for the reading of 
Hiſtory : Whether Young People 
are capable ? - | 


A Frer ſo many things of the 

k Merit of Hiftory, and Qua- 
lities of an Hiftoriaw; ſomething | v 
muſt þe ſaid of the Diſpoſition re- i T 
quired in the Readers. And fome If ti 
would have them of a Maturity I a 
above the Flower of thew Age, I| L 
founded upon what Ari#orle lays, IN a 

' Not to admit Youth to the Study | © 
_ of Civil Sciences : But either = C 
take 


= 


take him in. a wrong Sence, -or 
pray words where they don't 

7: 55 8. | i: 

The true that Civil Science and 
Hi#ory tend both equally to Pr«- 
dence, Which is the common In- 
tention of one and the other : - But 
the ways to arrive at this end 
are very different 5 'The .oze goes 
through Definitions, Diviſions, ex- 
alted Diſcourſes, univerſal Axioms, . 
and Syllogifms in form, which are 
every way abſtratted from Sight, 
'and far from the Paths open to 
Senſe and Imagination. The other, 
without riſing to Univerſals and 
Ideas, without leaving Szzgulars 
and Sexfibles, proceed plainly by 
Examples that lead ſtraight and 
without by-ways to Uſe and Pra- 
Qtice. .I confeſs, Touth accuſtom'd 
to things addreſsd to their Senſe 
and. Imagination , enter but with 
| Difficulty into the ways of Science; 
and 1f ſome enter through ſtrength 
of Wit, they find themſelves imme- 


diately as it were loſt in the Country. 
The 
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33. Of thor. _ 
angles, that ſuſtains and guides 
them in Geometry fail them there , 

they know not where to go, what iſ 
way to take: But I know nothing. 
can hinder their following the Me- 
thod of HzFory, where all 1s Senſible 
and Solid ; where, without ama- 
zing themſelves in the Labyrinth of 
Speculation, and Chaos of Ided's, 
they may learn by what has been 
done, what to avoid ;* in. which 
conſiſts the principal FunQion of | 
Prudence. - 

This in anſwer to thoſe who do 
Violence to old AriForle, and force 
him to their fide againſt his Will. 
What he has ſaid of Dogmatical 
Methods that are long oblique and 
embarraſſed, cannot be affirmed of 
Examples that are ſhort, ſtraight 
and clear. And although we grant 
Hiftory may not be ſo good a Mi- 
ſtreſs 'of Prudence to Toung People 
i general; and that they are not 
capable of making ſo good Profit 
in addreſſing her as to Philoſophy ; 
Polybins 
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Polybias and Livy - would: teach 
them more and lead them further 
in one day, than the Expoſitors of _ 
Plato and Ariftotle, and all the 
Diſciples of Zeno and Cleanthes are: 
able to do in a Month. And three. 
"8 oor four ſuch Examples as Foſeph- 
. & in Priſon, Viftorious Scipio, and 
_ disfigured Spurina, would perſwade 
them-more of the Merit and Value 
of Contivence, than what has ever 
been faid of it in the Academy of 

| Lyceum. | OT 
We may ſee then Toth prevents 
not the Advantages may be made 
by ###ory, if the Maturity of the 
Judgment ſupplies the Defe@. of ' 
Years.But the moſt partof thoſe that 
apply themſelves to this kind of 
reading, either want the Judgment 
ſhe requires, or make not uſe. of 
it as they ought; and iftat in de- 
fanlt of knowing what 1s the ex 
of FEitory, why ſhe is made pu- 
. blick, and of what uſe in a Civil 
Life ;* from whence arrives that in 
lieu of regarding her as a Sc/hoo! of 
Vertne, 
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Of Eiftorg. 

_ Vertue,' and Academy of Wiſdom , 
where there are.diſintereſted Ma- 
Fers that teach without -? ages , th 
without Sallary, who give Leſſons | th 
night and day to all that under- 'Y 
ſtand to read: The one regards W"* 
her as a Theatre, where ſhe repre- th 
ſents ſometimes Comical ſometimes IN *" 
Tragical AQtions: Others as a Cirque, I ©2 
where is ſeen the Courling of Horles hi 
and Claſhing of Gladiators : Others Ih . 
as a Fair, where all ſorts of Antick ff 
Statues and Pitures are expoſed. tt 
And upon the falſe Judgment all A 
theſe People make of her,oe ſearches 
Sleep in a quarter of an hours Dil- c 
courſe with Xexophon ; another Il * 
pleaſes himſelf with ſeeing the Ro. I © 
-ans bleed in the Battel of Gaxae , 
or that of Traſymere ; a third, curi- 
ous of Rarities efteem'd by Pedants, 
finds wherewithall to fill his Me- 
mory with Obſervations upon the 
Serpent- Father of Alexander , the &#f 
Wolf=nouriſher of Romulus, the Erers* 
zal Fire of the Kings of ,Pe&Via, agdl 
that of the Veal Virgins Poponms 

—. eads 
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Head-Dreſſings of the Grecian Dames, 
and the Feet of the Romans ; upon 
the Doves that fed Semiramis, and 
the Viper that ſtung Gleopatra; and 
Iz hundred ſuch things that are of 
no uſe. And amongſt ſo many 
that have Libraries full of Hiſto- 
rians, there is ſcarce one endeavours 
to improve his Honour, or-render 
himſelf more Vertuous. 

Let them know then, that Zz- 
Fory demands: another D#-ſþoſition 
than ſuch People bring with: rhem. 
And fince ſhe is (as the Wiſe ſay) 
the DireFereſs of Manners, and M:- 
Zre/ſs of Life, they muſt be per- 
{waded not to loſe time with her, 
to bring another Spirit, other re- 
oards, and give another ſort of 
Attention than to a Gemediav. The 
firſt and principle Intention of 
thoſe that preſent themſelves, muſt 
'be to be: govern'd and conducted 
by the Examples ſhe propoſeth. All 
'the great Men have made this uſe 
of her, they regarded her , accor- 
ding to Plutarch, as a Looking-glaſs 
before 
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42 Of tif, 
before which they adjuſted and:em- 
belliſh'd their Lives by the Vertues fl. 
- of others. And Gzero confeſſes he W.; 
_ Rudied in Hiſtory the. Portraitures 
_ of Wiſe Men who had been before 

him, to imprint in -himſelf their iſ 
Reſemblance as much: as *twas 


pollible. 


Anas. | n_ ES \ 
| —_—_—— _ 


ts 


CHAP. X. 


The perticulir Regard «nd Intention 
mutt be had in the reading of 
Hiſtory. 


"Rom this general Iztextion of ” 


- Hiftory, we mult deſcend. to 
particular Applications. And fince iſÞ , 
FEFory is as a Palace or Temple Tc 
enrich'd with all forts of Pigtures , W, 
_ the Sight muſt not be.caſt here and Ill Þ 
there at random and without deſign; I ; 
every one mult make choife of Mo- i ; 
dels that he finds proper for his I «x 
Quality, Age, Temperament, For- & 
tune and. Affairs. . | 0 


Of Hiſſoy 43 
A Prince that makes the Lives. 
f Princes his Study, may equally 
advantage himſelf- by the. Bad: as. 
he Good - From fome that he ſees. 
crown'd with Glory, and adored: 
by Nations; he may learn Piety,. , 
fuſtice, Mercy and' Love to- his 
People. From others that he fees. 


M- 
les 
he 


= 


I Confounded , Aſhartid',, accompa- 
fed with Infamy , a Vail upors 
their Faces, followed with Deſpair, . 
4Poniard-in one Hand', a Cord in. 
the other; he may learn to fly 
Impiety , Covetouſneſs',, Luxury , 
Ravage , Cruelty , and ſuch like 
Peſts that make TyrannickReigns,. 
and Tyrants Miſerable. 

A Stateſman hkewiſe, who fees 
on'one fide the Portraiture of Fo« 
ſeph and Moſes, oppoſed to Archivo. 
| phil and Hamman, on the other the 
Pictures of Aeripps and Mecenas , 
oppoſite to Sejarns and Tirgillinus , 
may draw Lizhts from the one, and 
Shadows from the other, wherewith 
to imbeliſh his Mn»i/ry with a dif-. 
interefted: Fidelity , Religion and' 
Probity.. 


44 of if. 
4 ny A General, a: Soldier, ray E'E 
there-find Models of Military Pru-W* 
dence,Courage,ModerationandHu- 
manity ;- by which they. may learn 
to. War as Mex and not as Tigers, 
The Ladtes alſo that will read ZH. 
fory with other Lights than- the 
| Fables of Arioffo, and Tales of Ami- 
azs, may furniſh - themſelves with 
all thoſe Vertues-give Grace and 
Glory to their Sex... = 
A Greek Sophiit cauſed a Note 
_ to be placed over his Door, by 
which he informed the Publick he 
had Remedies for all the Troubles 
of the Mind : - 'The Writing would 
have been better placed over the 
 Door- of Hifory, She has indeed 
Medicaments for all the Griefs and 
 Maladies of the Soul z and-when 
any jone approaches with -a- real 
Deſire of being cured, and not 
with the vain Curioſity - of ſeeing 
only, he cannot miſs, among ſuch 
a-multitude of Examples, of all 
ſorts, finding, a :.Cenitive or-Cor- 
rective, be his Ill of what kind fo- 
ever, 
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rj fevers let it ariſe from the Intempe- | 
1. Wrance of his Paſſions, or ſtrokes -of 


Bornine.: [4-175 
. Hiftory performs yet more, ſhe 
urniſhes with Preſervatives againſt 
all Evils -to come, let them arrive 
on what ſide they will. -Aand finee, 
as the Wiſe Man ſays, nothing is 
new under the Sun, a Learned 
q and Judicious Reader may learn 
to foretell the future. by the paſt ; 
and regulate what he has to do, 
by what has been done ; 'and ſo 
become Dizizer without Magick. , 
and Prophet without 1»ſpjration. 
There is nothing can arrive, that 
he will not ſee afar off; and a- 
gainſt which he will not have time 
to prepare and arm himſelf with 
what is neceſlary , Prudence or 
Courage. Alſo the Wiſe, Mag- 
nanimous, and all other Vertuous, 
may improve themſelves by the 
reading of Hiſtory ; but then 'tis 
neceſſary this 'reading, as I have 
ſaid, be Attentive and Serious , 
made with: Judgment and Deſign ; 


Us 
Ji 


f 
b 


and that they bring other Diſpe 

fitions than, to a Gaming-houle Y_ 
| where. there 1s nothing. to ſee bu... 

the rolling of Dice, and counting d 


Diſſertation II. | 
Of the Nature and Art if 
Hiſtory. a APY 


—_ 


—— _ ———_ —_ 


C nay... 


From whente comes the Name of Hi- | 
ſtory, «nd the Different Kinds. _ - 


"A LL that T have hitherto ſaid, 
A was neceſſary for the Ho- 
nour- of HiFory, and to dil-. 


I cover the Merit: to thoſe who daily 
ſee. her without making Acquain- 
tance. *Tis time, that to give.you 
a more diſftin&t Knowledge of her, 
I ſhould: make a more regular and 
methodical Picture. containing her 


Matter, Parts and Form. And 
here 


here I will not trouble my {n; 
with the Wrangling of -Pedani: 
- who not knowing how to: emploſ 
_ their Exceſs of Words and Ck 

Diſpute among themſelves fron 
what Root comes the Word Hi 
#ory ; one drawing it from a Gretfſiei 


Word that ſignifies to Recounts andiffly, 
" others from another that ſignifi; 


to ſtop the Flood; becauſe Hor, 
as they ſay, ſtops the Flood 
things, and gives them Conſiſtance 


_ . and Durance. TI will alfo diſpenct 


with my ſelf (under Favour of thy 
Reader) from entring into the long 
detail they make 'of the different 
ſorts of Hiſtory, and content my 
ſelf to reduce'them all into thre 
principal Species, Divine, Naturilf 


and Hume. Divine 1s that im; 


mediately inſpired by God, as ar: 
_ all thoſe Hiſtories contained in the 
Bible. Natural, ſuch as contain 


the Works of Nature, as Arifotih 


. of Animals, Theophraſtus, Pliny, and 
many athers. Humane treats df, 
Mens AQtions 5 and that by a ſecond 

| Difletion, 
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WDiſe&tion, divides it: ſelf into five 
; Mother kinds, True, Fabulous, Uni- 
werſal, Particular and Singular. The 
True Treats of things received by 
he common Belief of Men : 'The 
Fabulous, of ſuch things -as are 
feigried' and imagined for the Di 
yertiſement of the Reader, as what 


we find in Poems and Romances : 


The Univerſal has an Extenſion 
vithout Bounds, embraces all 
imes and Nations; as that of 

Diodorns of Sicily , Trogus, Juſtin, 
ardinal Baronias, and our Father 

Sallie 5: The Particular is much 
nore confin'd, and contents it {ſelf 
ith :the Extent of one Nation , 

as Livy and Tacitus; or one Reign, 
s that of Quintus Curtins : The 
Winzslar yet more reſtrain'd, treats 
ff certain choiſe Perſons that have. 
nerited to live more than once, _ 
0 be ſeen more than in one Age : 
ind we may place in this Rank 
he (e/ars of Swetonins, the Famous 
ives of Plutarch, the Philoſophers 
df Laertins, and the Sophiſts of Phi- 
13 D loftratus ; 


Jo Of Hiſlop. 
toftratus: And amongſt theſe, -n« 
to-ſtay too. long in the Times 6 
*far of our Age, we may give placff- 
_ to the Colledions made by thi 
- Sieur de Braptoſme of Princes ant 
Captains, Princeffes and ''Ladie 
that have lived ſince the Reign 
_ Francis the firſt to his Time. 


a L tl 
| 4.02 wx T 


CH AP. IL 


The Definition of Hiſtory given þ 
Voffius, Examined and Refuted. 


T5 E Confuſion of Species (FW hil 
'F® different, ought to be (Io! 
_right'; *and that cannot be bettqſ-Ve 
done than by a Regular Definiting no 
that may beas a corre and juFriot 
Portraiture, where true Hiſtory ma! 
turally repreſented, and accordi 
to her proper -CharaCGter, 'may i wot 
diſtinguiſh'd from Tllegitimates an/or: 
Baſtards, that are only ſo by Su d7er 
krance. 

Van 
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olfl- offs , to: whom the Ape is 
{ol obliged for the moſt  accomphliſh'd 


«fl 'ColleQions of all-that appertains 
bl to Hiſtory, has made -a-- Definition, 4 
oifl-that, to ſpeak the Truth, is only » 
5a Fantaſtical :PiQture of his own 
ol Imagination. He cuts off _ the 
Tongue and Fingers, takes -away 
the Voice and Pen, and retrenches 
the Auditors and Readers. In a 
word, He would neither have her 
ipeak or write ; that is to ſay, he 
has ſhut her up in the Breaſt of 
$20 Hiftorian, and will only have 
her''a ſimple Knowledge of partt- 
cular things, that ought'to be' ex- 
; (© hibited to the Memory of Men for 
Y ioftruQion to ive well. If this 
-Definitioz was Jult, ſhe -would be 
no more the great Work,” the labo- 
rious Enterpriſe, the Burden that 
makes the greateſt Wits give way 3 
and with a moderate Memory it 
would -be as eaſie to be an H:- 
; nfl forian as to Play at Picket or 
Tictack, THI. 7:6 


D 2 Beſides, 


- $2 —- Of aw. 

. Beſides, a Man without the 
leaſt TinQure:of Grammar, or any 
knowledge: of .Hiftory, by 'the ſole 
Report that 'may be made him 6 
what {he contains, might become 
all the Hiſtorians in a- Moment, 
And if : Compoſition be | but as 
Cloaths to the Body , . as Yoſſu 
ſays, he may be Thucyaides and 
Tacitus in Body and Mind, and 
want nothing of either , but the 
Greek Mantle or Roman Robe, © 

Thus (with his Favour whom 
I. ſhould grieve. to offend) as hi 
underſtands the Laws of Diſſerts 
tion, he will-not be ſo Angry at, 
as a Learned Perſon beyond thi; 

- Alps, whole Wit I have a Jul 

_Efteem .for, and yet he entra. 
Proceſſes againſt me in the moſi 
« gallant Court, and before a Princ 
the moſt Spiritual of all 1aly, be: 
cauſe I was not of his Opinion i, 
ſome Points touching the Art 
Emblems in the Tournaments of thi 
Learned, as well as thoſe of thi 
Cavaliers. *Tis permitted to = 
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Of Hiſtory, 53. 
when a Man cannot otherwiſe de- 
fend-himſelf; and *tis leſs a Mark 
of Eſteem than Scorn-, not to de- 
fign to lift: the Arm againſt thoſe 
we Rencounter. Learned Prinees, 
the $aints of the Church, areevery 

4% Wday treated in the ſame manner , 

and aſter - having refuted them , 

e celebrate their Feſtivals, and 

recommend our ſelves to their 
Prayers. 


N% 


CH avp. IM. 


The. true Definition of Hiſtory, and 
its Picture draws with all its 


[ E'T us then make a Defnitio; 
; or Pifure of Hiſtory, that may 
ec more Natural than that Yoſſi 
Was left us of her : And *twill: not 
Ply be more Natural, but Entire 
- $2d Compleat, ' if we ſay, That 
Wſtory is a continued Narration of 
D 3 things 


d Pablick, writ 


708 to Particulars and 
Princes, and Good of. Civil | Society. 
The Definition 1s not of thoſe Slub- 
ber'd pieces; drawn by: the Logician 
at two ſtrokes; *tis drawn out at. 
length, but. has nothing. Vain or 
Superfiuous. [The Kind, the Diffe- 
rence, the Form, and the End 
Hiſtory are there expreſſed. . 
Firſt, The word Hiſtory is a Ge 
nerical Term, that 1s common to 
all Relations, whether Spoke 0 
Writ, in Proſe or.an Verſe, Trueor 
hk =-.- | 
Secondly, 'Tis a continued Rel... 
 tioz, that has: all its-Parts faſtned 
© together, as thoſe of the Body, orc. 
regular Edifice. . And by that HiW ©: 
ſtory 1s- diſtinguiſh'd from Az»al, 
| Journals and Gazettes, whoſe Parts 
not being joyn'd, without Correct 
pondence, without Union, are onlj 
rude Heaps of Materials. 
In the third place, ”Tis a Narr: 
zion. of. Truth , by. which it ditter 
' from 


nn” Of. {6 On 55 
from Heroick Poems and. Romances, 
hat are regular Compolitions, and 
Jlemand Uaity, and Correſpondence 
a all their parts 3 but through this * 
Defe&t , all thoſe Edifices, _ where 
" Whe ArchiteQture *PPears ſo Juſt,,- 

"Wand the Furniture fo Rich, are only 
Mimaginary StruQtures, and Beautiful 
Caſtles.in the Ar. | 
"But Hiſtory requires not only 

they ſhould be True, but Great” 
and Politick ; and by that, 1a the 
Mfourth place, raiſes it ſelf above 
Memoirs and Journals, that enter- 
tain with Private: and *Domeſtick, 
and ſometimes. with Trifles, which 
Poſterity might very welt-be Igno-- 
rant of -without Prejudice. - E 
_ In the fifth place, Hiftory (I 
ſpeak of the perfet) muſt be writ 
with Spirit, Eloguence and Judg- 
ment. All true Hiſtories, from 
whatever Parts they have come ,- 
1 whether from Greece or Italy, have 
"Wl this Charater, and that diltin-- 
guiſhes' from Legends and Chro- 
nicles that come out of: Religious. 
| D- 4 Houles ; 


and Commentaries that are happily i 
'born in more. polifh'd - places; . but 
want the Warmth of Wit, the 
Eights of Eloquence, with which 

' the StruQture -of Hiſtory muſt be i 
enlightned ; the Ancient: Maſters 
have left us this by "Tradition : 
Cicero ſays, A good H:/toriav muſt fp, 
be a good Oraror : Potlybins affirms, ;.; 
A Narration that . barely recounts Ie; 
things done, and teaches not why, 
how, and for what end, is only fit 
for Boys that would be amuſed, 
and not an Hiſtory when Men are 
to be inſtructed. Excian has ſaid 
the ſame after them. And Hiſtory 
being a Prattical Philoſophy, that 

teaches by Patterns and Examples; 
and this Method of Teaching being 
more fine than that of Arguments 
in form, it therefore demands a 
greater fineneſs of Wit, and if their 
Judgments fail, then whence ſhall 
they have the Faculty of diſcerning 
ACtion and Things ? Or if they be 
Dumb or Mute, How ſhall = 
ule 
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7+ iſe the words to perſwade Princes, 
ly Wrateſmen and Generals ;* and of 


ut Bhat ſhall they make. Elogies and 
he rowns for Illuſtrious Perſons, if _ 
Cl Whey: are unprovided of Wit the 
be Wompoſer, and Eloquence the Matter 


pf them. | 
1. The Inſftrytion of Particulars ani 
it WPrinces, and the. Benefit of (ivil So-- 
S, Wicty who make Profit by it, pro- 
t5Fperly belongs to Hiftory, makes : 
er exterior Form, gives her a. 
better Rank, and renders her far 
zore conſiderable, than the Fabul. . 
"us Relations, that do but as Chels-. 
and Cards, repreſent the Adventures ... 
imagined Kings and Queens. 


: A : ; | yo. 5 . 
od. Of Hiſtory. 
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CHA? IV. 


To what Art Hiſtory-be/ongs ; And 
what Rank ſhe holds in Learning, 
"The difference between ax Hiſtorian, Þ-/ 

Orator and Poet... 


"TE that does not know Hi/tory: 

- | by this draught,. will never: 
know her by any other : But le: 
us Paint her as: we pleaſe, the Ma- 
ſters are-notagreed what.Raxk ſhe 
ought to hold in the . Famzly 
the Muſes: Some place her under 
Grammar , much to her Degrada- 
tioa-, | to: draw her from Courts 
and Armies, and league. her with 
the Youth and Rubbiſh- of the 
Gollege.. Beſides, what Relation 
is there between the Strufture of 
Speech, and the Publick Happinetls,. 
which 1s the end of the Art of H:- 

\ ſtory. Others do, for a.little more 
Honour, place her .next-to Rheto> 
rick ; but yet between the end of IP” - 
an Oratar, and.. that of an Fi#to- (WH 

riat. 


TIF ny. EY 
2 there 1 is ſuch | a Difference, that” 
ll never- permit them to cortie |: 
Wopether'in any one Poine. What” 
d greement is there betwixt Trarh 5 
yhich-is the Soul of Hiftory, and” * 
.feign'd Likeneſs, which is the. 
orm of an Oration; and the great - 
Fort of an Orator, who never 
hinks to come off with better Suc-"- 
eſs, than when he has cloathed his -- 
able in the Habit of Truth. - 
There are that have not diffi” > 
iſhed Poetry from - Hiſtory, but- : 
$7 the Cadence and Harmony of Ver-' 
fication ; as-if. there has not heen- - 
ems in Profe, and Hiſtory inVe eſe. 
icero himſelf, who- calls Hifory a 
Free Poem, and writ the AZions of: | 
is Conf; -Ihip i in Verſe, did he think: - 
hat Verſification was'a Chain to- 
Poetry ; or do we find by his being 
0 chain'd, his Sallies have been 
eſs Frequent, or his Elevations leſs - 
Bold. 
' Others have term'd her. a Poem 
7 Foot , and delighted themſelves 


'(vith the Expreflion: T hoſe have | 
never- 
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60- Of. Hiſtory. 
never ſeen her but jn_ the Anzals of 


| Popes, where ſhe may be- properly 


ſaid to go on foot; but had they 
looked into Livy and Tacits, they 
would have ſeen her march like a 


oreat Lady, with an Equipage to 


give her Reſpect 3 though not alto- 
oether ſo great and Pompous,as that 
of Poetry that goes always with four 
Horſes and thoſe wing'd. 


Whatever may be the Equipag 


of one or the other, to expreſs my 


ſelf more plainly, Hiſtory has cer- 
tainly much of the Air and Fea 


tures of Poetry ;, but with this Air 
and Features they are'yet different 
in Matter, Form, Diſpoſition and 
Locution. A Poet contents him- 
ſelf with the Actions. of. a Year, 
which ſerves him for a; Foundation: 
he builds upon this, makes his own 
Materials, and gives what Shape 
what Figure his Fancy pleaſes ; de 
viates from Truth as much as poſſi 
ble, and from patticulars; and ap- 
plies himſelf ro make Models, form 
Likenefſes and Ideas3 and as for the 
placing 


placing theſe: Materials ſo work'd, 


which is Natural , but endeavours 
after taking the Imagination and 
Sight, and giving them Pleaſure by 


Surpriſe, 


Matter, and after a different Man- 
ner: The AQtions of ſeveral Years, 
ſeveral Reigns, and many Ages, 


carefully as they are brought to 


or if he alters the Truth by adding 
or diminiſhing, a Proceſs 1s taken 
out againſt him with as much Ri- 
gour, as againſt Falſifiers and Clip- 
pers of Mony. - He. avoids all Ar- 
tifice in placing his Matters, Faith- 
ically obſerves. Succeſſion of time, 
and Wyſpoſes every thing according 
to Natuze. And by all theſe diffe- 


that I ſhall ſpeak of in its due place, 


lian 


has no regard to the order of time 


The Hiſtorias labours upon other 


are his Materials, which he places © 


him by others.or his own Induſtry z 


rences, without touching the Stile 


may be ſeen that Poetry and Hiftory 
are very different, notwithſtanding 
the reſemblance Caſtelnetro the Ita- 
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» 


_ lian imagines to have found between 


them. 


& of WY YL 


That Hiſtory has need of an. Art #0: 


govern ber: What are the FunQi- 


ons of this Art ? Authors that have 


writ of it. | 


Fter what has been ſaid, who 


can doubt. but that Hifory. 


| has a-peculiar Art that direQs and 
governs her, as well as Grammar 
Poetry and. Logick. Syllogiſm that 
IS a {mall Structure of three Terms 


joyn'd together, and may be com- 


pared to thoſe: little Houſes Chil- 
dren build with Cards upon Tables, 
cannot be raiſed without the Art 
ſingular to it felf: And Hiffory, 
that is an Edifice where ſo many 


Ages, ſo many Reigns, Emperors 


and Kings muſt live for ever and 
be preferved from periſhing, where 
Fortune 


Fortune that throws down -Em- 
pires, Policy and Eloquence,, the- 
Sctence 'of: War -and Peace muſt 
reign; can ſhe-be compoſed tu: 
multuouſly ,” and at all Adventure 
raiſed without Line and Compaſs. © 
Nature that conſtantly keeps her 
courſe, and gives che: Paine orms 
to all her Works, has no occaſion 
for Art to aſſiſt her 3 the-Chymift 
[is not wanting to make her Gold,.. 
the Painter- to draw her Flowers. 
nor the Statuary to.carve her Men : 
But thoſe Works - that not being 
neceſlarily determined- to' any one - 
Form , are ſometimes Perfe&t and 
ſometimes DefeQive, according to 
the Device. and Stroaks © they re- 
ceive from the Fancy or Hand of 
| the Workman, muſt needs want 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome Art, from 
whence they may take direQion. 
And: as by ill Pictures compared 
with thoſe of DMyziord our French 
Raphael (not to ſearch for that in 
Italy. we have in Paris) we may 
ie there :is. an. Art in Deſigning 
: and 
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64- Of. Hiſtory: | 
and Drawing : So by the ill writ: 
Hiſtories of theſe times, . compared 
with thoſe of Antiquity, we may 
be - convinced Hiſtorians require 
fome Art, - that may condu@ and 
govern.them: in a Work ſo Impor- 
tant and Difficult, the Wit of Man I 
cannot attempt a greater. —. 

The three Principal Fun&tions Wt 
of this Art, are choiſe of Mate- W*/ 
rials that muſt raiſe this Edifice Þr: 
of Hiſtory 3 Diſpoſition and Em- ſb 
belliſhing of them with ſuch Col- 
ours and. Figures they are capable M 
of receiving from the Stile, of which 
hereafter. 

As to the reſt ,, we muft. know 
this Art is not of that number, 
where a Man may be Apprentice 
and Maſter in one day, ſince all 
the great Maſters of Antiquity have 
taken care to reduce it into Method 
and Rules. Cicero has done it ſe- 
veral times, bat by occaſion only 
and in paſſing. Dion Halicar, in 
his Obſervations. on the Hiſtory of 
Thucydides, where the Cenſure __ 
this 


.- Of Hiftory,. 6s 
his greatMan;remainsExample and 
eflon to all thoſe that come after. 
gcian has likewiſe done it excel- 
ently, and. with fo pleaſant an Air, 
e at once diverts. and inſtrufts his 
Reader. . And to pals by Pontin, 
Bodin, Voſſins, de Maſcordi, and ſe- 
eral other Moderns, our Worthy 
and Learned Monſieur ae /a Motte 
eVayer, that ſeem'd to have a Li- 
rary in his Head, and gave us ano- 

ther in his Works, would not let 
this be the fole Matter without a 
touch of his Wit. And ſince this 
Vork has been under my hands,I am 
old Monſieur Þ Abbe de Caſſaigne has 
compoſed the Ari of H;toryin Verſe, 
of which, if it be permitted to 
judge by his other Works, the Art 
Poetick, of Horace will have but the 
Advantage of Antiquity. He 1s no 
common Poet of Bagate/s, his Muſes 
are Noble, and entertain with no- 
thing but what is great: But what 
[ eſteem moſt 1s his Modeſty, far 
from the Preſumption -of ſome , 
who for a Madrigal, or ill con- 

; trivd 


66 Of Hiſtory, 
= + triv'd Szaxza, that coſt them more 
Pains than-Jupiter ſuffered when he 
brought forth Mizervs, fancy them: 
ſelves deſerving Incenſe and Wor- 
ſhip from the People. 


Diſlerta- 
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: Diſſertation 1II. 
Of the Parts of Hiſtory. 


IO" PP Cr TEENY þ 


A 


CHaP. I 


What ave the Parts of Hiſtory ? What- 
AQtions:0ught. to . be the Matter? 
The. Opinzons.. of the. Ancients 
concerning the. Truth of theſe 
A&Qtions. | 


\ 'ND-+ now having. explicated 


in general, the order of 

Diſſertation demands, TI 
ſhould enter upon and unfold the 
ſeveral Parrs of Hiſtory; and re- 
mark to the Zifforian, the Conſti- 
tution and Meaſure that each re- 
quires. . Hzſtory is- not ſo.ſimple a 
| Compo- 


68 Of Hiſtory, 
Compoſition as ſome believe, nor i 
{o diverſe as others : Her Parts arc 
Narration, Judgment, Harangues and 
Digreſſions : The firſt. is Eſſential, 
the laſt Accidental, the ſecond and 
third hold the Mzddle between one 
and the other. 

AFions or things done; are the 
Matter of Narration ; and Judgment 
and the Principal Duty of the H:/o- 
rian, 1s to chuſe them. True, Great, 
and as much as he can Public, 


To begin with Truth, Whatever ND 


our Modern Accademiſt the learned: 
Monſieur le Fayer- may ſay other- 
wile; there are no Reaſons; no 
confronting of Witnefles, that ought 
. tobe received againſt her; he will 
pardon me if in this I pay leſs de- 
ference to him than to- Gzcero, who 
teacheth methat Trath is the Foun- 
dation of Hiftory, Polybins that 
ſays ſhe is as the Live to the Role, 
and Eyes to an Animal. And to 
Dijon Halicar. . that gives: her the 
Office of Prieſteſs in the Temple 
of Truth; and'tis: by that Hiſtory 

1s 


Of Hiſtory, 
is diſtinguiſh d from Romances. 
Judgments, Harangues and Digreſſi- 
05 are common to both, and if it 
be once permitted the Hiſtorian 
to be Faulty on this fide, What 
« (will become of the Publick Paith ? 
Where will ſhe find another Sup- 
e port ? How ſhall any Man confide 
t | or put Confidence in her ? 
.N 1 am confident our 'Friend did 
 £oot intend to ſhut the Temple of 
 Eiruth againſt Hiftory ; he would 
r only have underſtood as .a new 


r 
1.}ſubje& for his Sceptical Notions , 
- E that all ſhe ſays has not the ſame 
) force as the Divine Oracles; and 
t that all Hiſtorians have not Sacri- 
| Bficed to her. I may ſay as much 
. {my ſelf, and yet more, namely, 
) there are ſome that never entred 
. | this Temple, but have turn'd their 
. | Backs to it as well as to that-of 
. | Modeſty, and yet have made a 
, | Revenue by-their fabulous and in- 
, | fipid -Relations. Their Hiſtories 
| have. been :Juſt Hiſtories, as the 
Plunmet Rules are Juſt Rules : And 
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.they are Hiſtorians of the fam; 
Credit., and of-the like Veneraofi 
.tion with Lecian's Aſs, or that olfiria 
 CApnleima. bid 


Cuiy WT WH 


That Truth ought to be the PrincipiLir 

___ Care of the Hiſtorian : How fufwil 

this Care obliges him; and what anHil 
the Laws. NY 


-F-ET the FHiftoriav then mak 
8, Truth his Principal Care, angor 
Not fear that ſo engaging himſcliwe 
'he' ſhould be overcharged with inf 
:finite Obſervations and - difficuldra 
[/Precepts. Cicero, and all otherhis 
after 'him , have-reduced-: them ta Th 
three , to ſay nothing Falſe, ot imenc 
leſſen Trath, and to give every thingfble 
its ju## Meaſure, without Elevation Bre 
-or Depreſſure. - Of theſe three, tl bee 
firſt-gives no place to Explications| nee 
Diſpenſations and Privileges ; _ ma 
tncert 


Of Hiſtory, * 7 
Aofſo'little Conſe Juence, the Hiſto- 
Wrian can admit.of, he is not only for- 
bid falſe Piffoles and Crowns, 'but 
Pence and Farthings. 

By. the-Second, he muſt not be 
und at the foot: of the Letter 
without ſome Explication, for then 

Hiftory would+e troubled in every 
af Line with uſeleſs Trifles, and _— 
with Scandalous Debauches. 
af Hiſtorian muſt have regard to. bo 


fit , 'and take his Meaſures from 
thence, of what ought to be-faid 
or with-held. Poſterity might very 
Ewell have been without the Knows- 
infJledge, how often Charles the ' Fifth 
ulgdrank at every Meal, and how far 
er his Extravagance run , when-the 
tf Thoughts of Health and Conlſci- 
 tence-were laid alide. If thoſe nota- 
inggble 'Remarks had remammed in the 
onBreaft of the: Hiſtorian, there '/had 
been no Injury done ; and what 
is] need that "future Ages ſhould: be 
on made acquainted, fo :Religious an 
It Emperor 


Uke 
LC 


Sthere is no Falſity ſo-Innocent, nor 


End, which is to Inſtrutt and' Pro- 


oF. 
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72 Of Hiſtory.” 
Emperor was not always Chaſt, 
By the Third; Amplificationis that the 
are Vertues, and give'the Merit Ly 
to an Orator, are defended by the] | 
Fliſtorian. This is not fo eaſily ob- 
ſerved, as thoſe may believe, -that 
know not the Movements -of a 
Pen, conduted by-an Imagination 
Fertile in Noble Neoaions, andThe 
Ambitious of gaining Reputation. x 
It may be faid under} Pavour off © 
 Antiquity., her beſt Authors haveſl 7 
it 
E 


been loofe in the. Obſervation of 
this Precept. = Alexander, Hannibal, 
Scipio, Marius and Ceſar, were great 
Men, nay Coloflos amongſt Men; 
but Quintus Curtins, Titus Liv i- 
themſelves with «their Naturalſje | 
Greatneſs, but built -them. Baſes ina 
that make them :appear by theþjj +; 
half, gregter than their Natuaalſjp,,, 
Proportteti. An Hiſtorian mult; . 
leave to -the Orators and Poets, thiÞhnq 
_ uſe of theſe Figures that carry theirſh,- 
Subjetts beyond Meaſure, even to, 
Monſters, and abſtain from Coty jo, 
Ours 


of Hiſtory, | T3 
evesthat faire too much,and change 
the Face of things ad Exceſs of 
Luſtre R- 


| | CHAP. IT. 
| The Sources by which Falſities enter 
Hiſtory; And firi# of Ignorance: . 
Of the Difficulties i» diſcovering 
ll Truth: Ways of iludins Judg- 
il ment: An Ancient and Modern 
a9 PO thereupon. 
A | 
Df AN Hiſtorian Lover of 'T ruth, | 
/'/ and Religious Obſerver of her 
XWPrecepts, muſt with Care avoid 
althe three Springs from whence or- 
linarily flow by divers Conduits 
Ell that” is falſe in Hiſtory, wiz. 18 
alB-norance, Hatred and Flattexy. There [. | 
ys an Aﬀeted Ignorance that is Faulty, EA 1 
End an Jenorance through Infirmity 
eltBhat is Innocent : Of the firſt--are 
toFhoſe that turn their Backs tothe 
ol joht for fear of being informed, 
Urs E will 


n oOoffifliy. 

will have no Guides, at beft but Py 
il ones3 love rather to wander oof 
about, than follow the Rraight ſa 
Path, becauſe it agrees not with 
the Obliquity of their Paſſions. And -* 
the Ignorance of theſe People, being Þoul 
an evil Diþpoſatioz 1n their Will, ra-0 
ther than Unaderſiavding , there isÞ6y« 
nothing wanting to their Cure, butÞa: 
to fhew them their way, lend them$2s 
a-Hand, and carry the Light beforeFpac 
them 3 nothing but to purge theirnan 
Will from an embued Hatred, EnvyſſM01 
'or Animoſity : That being dongfe. 
the Film will fall from their Eyesiey 
the Vapors diſſipate , and they buey 
enabled to follow Truth, or at lea\Þot i 
. admit the Condu& of good GuidesÞ* fa 
Bur before'this , they 'muſt not bqþie'v 
ſuffered to put Pen to Paper, other req 
wiſe in the place of natural well$9ug 
compoſed Bodies, they will fornſfi he. 
but SpeFres and Phantoms; theſis, 
with: beſmear and cover with Diffath 
all thoſe that are not in their likingÞhat 
Deck trim and Perfume others ſiltind 
and with an Infoleat Scorn off fou 
Public 
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of their Hiſtories will be 0 
a Theatre of Ulufions and Impo- 
.The Second Source of 1gnoraxce 
laws the Condition of Mankind, 
to whom Nature has -not given 
yes behind and before, to. ſee the 
paſt and go come: Thoſe that ſhe 
niſhas beſtFw*'d reach but a ſhort 
efipace; and in- that ſpace ariſe ſo 
irfvany Mifts, are form'd ſo many 
ryſ-ouds, that either cover or chang 
ae Face of things, that ordinarily 
hey think they {ce what really 
hey do not, [The Hiſtorian need 


, 
j 
£ 


\{(Þot trouble himſelf for the Faults 
esÞ* falls into of this Nature, through 


ie weakneſs of his Sight: More 
erÞ required than is due, when he is 
|$bliged to warrant all that he fays : 
rnflf he muſt be Sworn upon all Occa- 


1c-'0ns, and make Profeſſion. of his 
)favh at the end of every Line, 


no Phat SpecFacles muſt he get to foe 
rs FiſtinQtly:; at the diſtance of three 


Fr four hundred Years, to perceive 
Ich © E 2 yet 


f 7s 
A ublick Faith , all: the. Pings 
aly 
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y t further” things that” Antiquity it 
has ſhut up'1n the Coverings of a8" 
Time- Immemorial, if we krtoy th: 


Not in the King's Bed-chamber tofbil 


day., what paſſes in the Cloſet; ci 
How ſhall we'know in the Reign} W: 
of Lews the Fourteenth, what wage 
conſulted by all the Lewss*s, Hexiſſſthe 
1es and Charles's, from Ciapis to this8'0 
preſent. = -4-= -N 
'- Without ſearching into the lofÞ/#% 
Times of Antiquity , No all theſe" 
Afairs Contemporary with an Hive 


ftorian fall under his Knowledge Wer 


Sees he any thing elſe but the Barifſiake 
and Coverings of things done be" - 
fore his Eyes : And what ſervetl Info: 
him the Gght of the Watch, with{'beir 
out that of the Springs and Move 
ments; or who can convey them (jjSvi{e 
Pure and Sincere, as the PublicſPvt 4 
Faith and the Truth of Hiſtory d: their 
mands'from him? *'- W 

| Letters of Princes, Memoirs df''© 0 
Stateſmen , Inſtrutions of Ambaſi <P! 
dors, aregreat Suceors © But Princq”” 221 
and Stateſinen ,” do they not ſomgſ'**V 
| oth: t1ms 


times prevaricate in ke Wrikings: - 


are: their : Pens of greater Credit 


than their Lips ?. And are not Am» 


haſſadors neceſſitated to. deceive , 


being? /firſt - deceived ; themſelves? 
Wats,. Revolts, Battles and Sieges 
are as publick Shews, every one ſees 


the. Machines -move, and the chan- 


ging. of. the Scene.; but the. Sprizgs 


Ethat make theſe Motions and Rewo-. 


Intions, are they expoſed to every 
view.2 Do Princes commit their 


ſecrets. to. Gazetteers ,  and-inform 


hem of the Motives for which they 


take up Arms ? And what account 
Mean _ give, if they are not well 
Fiatorm'd themſelves; if they ſee not 


their Affairs but in the Lights and - 


'YColours with which they are dif- 


puiſed ? If they are at ſometimes 


but Attors of Pieces compoſed. by 


their Servants ? 


Without travelling into Maceds- 
"4 to that Philip, who by his Con. 
tempt. of 'a Vain and Licentious 

oman, brought upon himſelf a 
neavy War. In the Deſcent the 
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Engliſh made upon the Ifle of Rh 
the King of Ermgland thought 
had undertaken a Religious one 


of as great. Merit as that of the 
Holy Land ; when twas a' War 


pure Gallawtyy, made by the amor 
ous Inclinations of his Fawvonrit 


'T hings of-this Nature arrive everifſ : 


day in the Motions of States, where 
Men figure to themſelves gre: 
Engines and Wheels, when ther: 
1s nothing but a Plank and end of: 
Cord ; fome Refentment, Fa 
or Love: Toy that difturbs - thei 


reat Bodies, and Ins out > 
LUMOUTr. 


| 


p 


of Fifty, = 
fbet Certainty ought to be expetted 
from Hiſtory. What Faith: given 
oh. #7 The ladulgence zo be gn pt 
| Hiſtorians: And the middle way 
ery fo be held between to Ealie, and-too 
FJ... Curious « Belief. 


ET Men judge then, whe- « 
..4 ther 'tis reafonable to exac, - - 
fl Infa#ibility in an Hiſtorian ;, or that , 
Mf what he writes ſhould be of the#® 
game certitude with what the Evan-' 
Il 2e/is have written ? .And whether 
it is not Juſt to excuſe. the Weak - || 
neſs of his Sight, and - pardon the | 
f| Miſtakes, when it happens he gives - l. 
Credit to the Falſe for the True; | 
amidft ſo many Obſtacles that ftop 
—F the paſkge to Truth , ſo many 
Vails that cover, and unfaithful 
Guides that turn him out of his 
way. FA 
_ *Tis the part of an Honeft Man, 
as Ariſtotle lays, not to ſearch AHL 
E-4 - " for ili 
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for more Certainty than the thing 


will permit. Let us keep within 
the bounds of a Juſt Commerce: 
and as we give not a Divine Faith 
to Hiſtory, let us'not demand a 


Divine Certainty; let us not be 


more Severe than St. Auguſtin, 

who abfolves the F:/torian that lies 

not of himſelf and with deſign; 

that is unfaithful only in Relations 
* brought him by others: Neither 

dct us: have that idle Credulity of 

g {ome People, who'fear they . have 
_ ®injur'd their Neighbours in not 
crediting ſome Hiſtory, *it may be 
that of John of Paris or M-luſine. - 
"- "There is a m:adle way to be held 
between' the Eaſmefs of thoſe that 
believe all, and. the O5ftinacy of 
thoſe that believe nothing. The 
one ſayours of Foly, the other of 
Impudence. © For though 1t has'been 
{aid all Men are Liers, it does not 
infer in all Purpoſes, - and at all 
times... All H:/torians have had a 
weak Sight ,, and faild in ſome 


things (I except only thoſe -con- Þþ 


duced 


duged by the Holy'Spirir) but for 


be-ſo Rigorous to condemn all 'Hj- 


h 

a Bas: have lived with . Reputation 
efhitherto , and' no body thought 
them deſerving the Fire or. Extin- 
s tion ; becauſe ſometimes they have 


; turned from the Truth: towards the -- 


s EL Fab/e, And though in} what re+ 
r Mates -to the Jews and Chri/tians , 
Tacitms has been convicted of many 


rom Libraries where he governs in 
ciek- > fe; 7 


be ſuch - Flatterers, and ſd com- 
plaiſant to Antiquity, and to thoſe 
hat have faild with deſign - and 
through Malice, as to take their 
art - againſt Juſtice. and+ Truth, 
The Arhenians erefted a Statue to 
Beroſus with a Golden Tongue : The 
Romans another to Joſephs - the 
ewiſh Hiſtorian. But we will not 
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much leſs. Foſephizs for the Heathen 
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two..or three 'Miſtakes let us not - 


Falſhoods, yet he hasnot been drove 


On: the other fide, we muſt-not - 


for thatIdolizeBeroſus and hisErrors; 


E 5 Judaiſm - « 
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udaiſts he has- framed in higgHi- 
ory, in whieh he has been more 
 Impious- than- the Philiſtiavs that 
placed the Art by Dagor. If they 
joyn'd them, twas without Con. 
. fuſion ; but this Man has: made of} 
Tulaiſm and Paganiſm: mix?d toge- 
ther , ſomething more Monſtrous 
+ than the Fabulous Relations of Cey. 
 Tammnot the firft nor- alone that of 
have complain'd ; I fpeak but after a! 
Baronins, Melchtoy-canm, Salmeron, 
Maldonat, and many others, grea 
Church-men and Scholars, upor 
whoſe Depeſitions there 1s neither 
Jew nor Isfidel but would condemn 
this Writer. And to make it ap- 
pear, that what T ſay of his Gemil 
Jedaiſm is.no Chimera, of- my. ma' 
king, 'tis. but: to remember that 
Text in Exoazzs, where God com tag 
manding the Neve to refpe& thoſe} Pr: 
that govern,. forbids-their ſpeakingſthe 
11 of Gods: And according to: theſſſthe 
ordinary Phrafe of- Scripture, by me 
the. Name. of Goas , is. meant-theſſ Go 
1 Magiy 
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x, gr and Prizes of the Peophe. 
Joſephres changes this Article of the 
Law wn favour'of Dazon and Molech, 
as-well as Jupiter and Juno. And 
where Moſes ſays, Thou (batt not 
detratÞ from the Gods, nor Blaſpheme 


73 the Prince of thy Nation : He makes 


us him ſay, Let zo body Curſe the Gods 
yi that are owned for ſuch in other Cities. 
And more to provide for the Safety 


at of Jdols, and to put their Altars - 


and Offerings out of Danger, after 
£ having taken care of their Reputa- 
tion, he imputes fallly to the Le- 


T 


il whatſoever. The Sacrificers of $4- 


nal maria, the Priefts of Baal, Could : 
hatff they have Preach'd more advans . 
m-ij tageouſly for their Idols,. than this - 
ofeÞ Prieſt of the Tribe - of - Levis Is - 


— > 


2 


onee this Law, ſo contrary to- 
is other Laws, Let none Pillage: 
nfl the Temples of Strangers, nor. Vio- 
2p-if ate the Offerings made to any God - 


- 


* Of Flitry.\ 

| beat down the Falſe Gods, to break 
their Statues, and ſet Fire to their 
Woods and Temples. Yet this 
_ Man makes ſuchia ſingular Pro- 
feſfion of the Truth, as-if the Pens 
of Moſes, Daniel or Taiah, had not 
i more Sincere and Faithful than. 

IS. 


CHAP. V. 


That the Hiſtorian, curious of Truth; 
mnt not tru## to Fame. 
| rater of Fame: © Partial Rela- 
" tions Jeſs to be relied on. That he 
ought to be without- Paſſion ; as 
well 25 Count and _ 
Otwithſtanding there are hy 
medies for theſe* Inconventi- 
ences; and ſince the firſt degree of 
doing well, where Perfe&tion- is 
drein'd* from all Defeats; 1s: not to 
be attain'd® by Hamane Frailty : 
Eet us endeavour: after the Secons, 


The Cha: if 


where | 


> QA roam Xe fu. 9 0 
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aicribed-her, and not one of. them, 


where ſmall Faults are paſſed over; , 
and” according to Florace , Thoſe, 
eſteemed” PerfetF, who: have: the leait” 
ImperfeiFion. To compals this end, 
there are three things. to be ob-: 
ſerved in the choiſe of Matters the. 
Hiſtorian would work upon-:: 'The: 
firſt is ,, Not: to take them from 
Fame but . very. ſeldom., and with: 
oreat- Diſcretion... The Second, To. 
draw them yet more rarely from 
the Writings. of Intereſted Perſons. 
or Enemies. "The Third, To make 
his Principal. Fund, Relations, Me. 


| moirs., "Letters and Inſtrudtions of. 


thoſe who have been either Movers, 
or SpeQators of Affairs, that have. 
had them in their Hands, or before 
their Eyes. - 10 

Firſt, He muſt not truſt to Fame, 
ſhe is a Worker of Impoſtures and 
Calumaies in every Eanguage,every 
day : She is accuſed.of Falſity every: 
day ; ſtands convicted without ever: 
Bluſhing or corre&ing her: Man- 
ners.: She has a hundred Mouths 


Call 


* Of His. 
can repeat the ſame: thing twice , 
or any thing like it. Tn one word, 
She raiſes imvifible Armies, and 
with one Breath defeats others that 
remain entire; after the Rout ſhe 
Kills and reſtores. to Life ; takes 


away and gives Vidories to whom 


ſhe pleaſes; and in deſpite of For- 
tune, Crowns the Vanquiſhed, and 
overthrows the Victorious. What 
Truth can we expect from ſuch a 
Courier, who: has nothing ordina- 
zly but Falſe News in her Mouth? 
ailes fill'd with falſe Relations , 
and falſe Letters. And will nor 
that Hiforian oblige Poſterity, that 


leaves an Extract of all theſe Vain 


- and Idle Things? And what I fay 
of- Fame, may be likewife ſaid of 
Gazetteers, thoſe Secretaries with- 
out- Credit, who ſell themſelves to 


write a thouſand Falſities, and di- 


ſtribute them every Week, with the 

lots of their Reputation. | 
"Secondly, Since the labour of an 
Khftorian is difterent from that of 
I Poet, who: makes his own Mate- 
rials, 
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rials, as well as the Figure he 
them: He muſt do as the Re 
informehimelf. of che Quarries from 
whence: he' maſt fetch "the Stone. 
and © Marble for the Structure of 


his" Edifice. He muſt remafs. all. _ 


the Memoirs, Relations,” AQts pu- 
blick and private, 'that regard the 
Time, the Perfons.and AQtions, of- 
which he- would —_ his Hi- 
ſtory : But he muſt have,a care. 
thoſe Pieces be authemick}, well: 
eſteemed,” and purged from Falft- 
 ficarions and Diſguiſements, that. 
carry the Paſhon of Parties 3 other- 
wild: he- will impoſe upon the Py- 
blick Faith, and the Deceit will: 
paſs from his own Age to Pofteriy.. 
Above all things. he muft abſtain 
from: certain Sources, from whence 
there is nothing; ts draw but Bilth. 
and: Venom. 

Following this Rule, and being 
to "write. of Charles the Ninth, he 
wilt not. ſearch for Truth: in the 
Memoirs of Collieny: And to wake - 
wiittory: of his. Succeflor, he will. 
a9 


s — 


as: _letle Ns 4 _ ek of his tior 
| Mynions, though there-renains but Wl of I 
_ that of the Gwſes, Tf he is to-write fro: 
of-the Popes, and Court of Rome, he Il He: 
will not do iti from+the; Memorrs I the 
come out of Gezeva:: ' And if he is Wl rail 
: yr Zr ney of Jeſuits, he will forbear IN $4 
ving Credit _to: the: Holand Ga: U wit 
—_ and Faith of Heteticks, whe- Þ and 
ther known or diſguiſed, Ancient } 
Or Modern. 3 
_ -- If the. Preſident de Thou (other- | 
wiſe a great'Man) had thought of 
theſe Rules, and had 'diftruſttd- as 
he ought the Dutch Libels infeed 
with the. Poiſon of Hereſfie, he had 
keft us a Hiſtory more correft and 
les ſubjet to offend the Curious 
In the matter - of Belief. And if 
others that have followed him, had 
addreſſed themſelves to Streams 
more Pure than thoſe that flow from 
the Lake of Gezeva, the Filth they 
have ſuck'd up to beſpatter he 
Roman Prelates and Catholick Princes, 
had, not recoil'd upon their. own 
Works » Conſcience and Reputa- 
_ tion; 


| of Eitary. W 
tion 5 but they thought that a heap 
of Impoſtures and Calumnies drawn. 
from the Scandalous: Chronicle of 
Henry the Third, *and the Libe/s of 
the League and Hugonots » would 
raiſe their- Name ;- and after that 
Saluf, Livy and T acit us, darkned 
with their Eclat, be leſs eſteemed, 
and give place to them. 

But becauſe Iprorance is not the 
oreateſt Source of Falſity in Hiſtory, 
and that the moſt partenter through 
Malice: and Flattery, and the Aﬀe- 
fions' that cauſe them.: The Care 
the Hiſtorian muſt have to furniſh 
himſelf with good Inftrutions and .. 
Memoirs; wilt ſerve him but in 
little ſtead , if -/he- does not Difin- 
tereſt and Purge himſelf from all 
forts of Paſſion: Where Intere# 
is Maſter, *I7uth 1s ſeldom harkned' 
to, and leſs where Malice is Miftreff; 
and the Pen of a Writer- muſt be 
very# ſteady, this Paſſion does not 
turn awry. 

From thence comes the Contra- 
ricties are found in Spaniſh and En- 


gliſh 


” Of Hiſtory. 
liſh Fliftories , when they ſpeak of 
y tia or Frexch-men —_ Ape: 
.of the Frexch, when they ſpeak « 
Spaniene god Exgliſh. Though 0 
all 'tthe Writers, of what Nation 
ſoever, there are none that write 
_ with more Sincerity and, Truth, 
defile their Pens with leſs Gaul, 
and do greater Right to the Merit 
and. Valour of their Enemies than 
_ ours. *T'is a Sight capable to di: 
vert the moſt Melancholly and Ch 
grin, to ſee in the Hiſtory of Sax- 
 doual the French fly before the Spe 
 m#iards, like the Game before the 
Falcon. When of all People, they 
can beſt witneſs the Frexch are not 


accuſtomed to uſe their Spurs with] 
their Swords in their Hands. And 


*tis not leſs pleaſant to ſee in Guic 
ciardin Chartes the Eighth enter Flv 
* - Feace In the Habit of Pacolet;, when 
this little Man he turns into Ridi- 


cule with the Wooden Swork and 


Spurs he ſends him, forc'd his way 
through the Bowels of all the Re- 
publick of 1tsly. Let the on 

—_—_ 


of Hifi. om 
then poſſeſs himſelf he is of all 
Countries or none ; that he is with- 
out Father and Mother ; without 
Genea or Race, as the ancient 
King of Sekew: That he is of no 
Party but that of Truth, whatever 
Livery he wears, or whatever Lan- 
guage he ſpeaks ; and that he owes 
iy her all his Worſhip and Devotion, 
ny m whatſoever Ca he.is found: 
- And that being Debtor (to uſe the 
ll words . of St. Pas!) to- the Fools 
Nj and Wiſe, Barbarians and Greeks, his 
"K Honour, as well as Conſcience, is 
El obliged 40 do Juſtice , and render 
every one _ due. | 
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| he bears. - Truth ſuffices not, the 


 "Cnay. VL 
That wothing ought to eater Hiſtory, il i 
. but what is (Great - and Illuſtriou, N 

That trifling things ovght. to have © Bi 

220 Place there. TT tu 
| 20g been a little long; uponfl i 
4- this Article of Truth, becauſe i : 


- ſhe 15: the Soul and Form of: Hi Fe 


ftory :. And the. Hiſtorian, what- 
ever Merit.he may otherwiſe have, 


without her, cannot acquit-hiumſelf 


os 


of his Duty, nor ſuſtain tife; Name 


things that enter the Compoſition 
of Hiſtory, they muſt have a ſolid, 
Grandeur, and Ec/at aritfing tromfffl eq, 
their Nature. Tis what ©4991 Þ Pe 
4xizs would ſay, when he tells us| rh 
Hiſtory moves but in high places, T 
marches but upon the Pinnacles and} G1 
Points of great Afﬀairs. by 

. The reaſon is, Hiſtory being an an 
Exemplary Philofophy, invented for] cy 
the Inſtruction of the Great, {he 
| ought 
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ovghtto take from them the Mea- 
jure of her Examples, and nor give 
| them but their Proportion, efteem- 
'; 8 ing them as they are,Gza»rs amongſt 
s. | Men 5 and Giants charg'd with the 
ve Burden of: the World, as the'Scrip- 
ture expreſſes it, will not like to 
have Puppets propoſed for their Imi- 
kiddogtn” oo ad ons 63 net, 
On the other ſide, 'The: good 
Form of Government, the Happi- 
neſs” of Civil Society, the Peace ' 
and *Repoſe-of vas go "being 
the principal End of Z#fory , is it 
tobe thought ſhe can arrive at this 
end, by the relation of Drunken 
NE Bots, and the Extravagance of Car= 
0 2evels. Another Intention is to 
my etermiſe the. Glory of Illuftrious 
7 Perſons, and: preſerve them from 
ul rhe Ruin of Age, and Obliquity of 
5 Time. And who but knows, 
1h Glory is a Light that refleQs not , 
but ſuch Qualities 'as render Kin 
ly and-Princes greater than. their For- 
or tunes, with” all the Grandeur of 
their Train, Equipage and Riches : 
| <= hea For 
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For if that is all they ara, we may |, 
eng arconly Daerfs upon geilacd he 


A par 2 e's End of Hpftory, Ts.to hr 
uicken Noble Minds, and preſs 
forward wich an- Eaowlation | | 
of the great things {he recounts, Þ., 
And a Fafeh, To ioftruit the pre- 
ſent and to come, by the paſt, and 
by that to profit the Publick. Can 
ſhe attain theſe. Ends fo high and Þb; 
great, bythe Relation of Bagatels? þ 
Was it the Lance of Achilles, 'or his he! 
Lyre, that ftlung the Heart of Alex-Myos 
ander with Jealouſie? Was at the 
 Bacchavals and Debauches of Alex 
ender, that dilquieted the Miad of heck 
Ceſar, and yroubled his Repoſe! if; 
And will not Poſterity -be much 
obliged by that Hiſtorian, that 
leaves her a Liſt of all thoſe Danced ſhi 
in the Mask at the Marriage ot 
ſuch a Prince or Princeſs ? That 
leaves an Account of the Expence 
there 'made- 1n Meats and Com- 
fitures? The Iraliays, though ac- 
cuſtomed to Contemn all that is 
Not 
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| ot of Italy, deſide their Coloartecs 
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ie Army: of John Galesſs Lord od 
Hen moſt engages his Pen , he 
iuply biceles- , and takes Oc- 
alion, from the Marriage of Ve 
_ with a Son of Fraxce, to 
into the Cloſet of the new 
acticd Lady, ſearch her Cabinet, 
nd make a long Inventory of all 
he Trifles he there finds , -to the 
wmber of her Cheſs-men, Knives 
nd Clocks. Did he not believe 
heſe rare things carried into Fraxce, 
zould there be Demonſtrations of 
he Riches and Magnificence of 
| w_ ? You may ſee others make a 
oning of all the Habits and 
innen in the Wardrobeof aPrince, 
ind the Furniture of his Chambers; 
hat will teach you the Names of 
iis Dogs and Horſes 5 tell you how 
any Trumpets he has in His Troops, 
ow many Chariots, and Oven- 
orks in his Equipage, and of what 
tuft are the Coverings of his Mules. 
ſhould like as well one that was 
0 make me the Deſcription of a 
Palace, 


Of Hiſtory 

-;W ſhould leave out the Courts, 
the: Portico's, Galleries, Halls and 
Chambers, and entertain me with 


the Number, Form and Fainting of 


Weathercocks. 


CHap. vi. her 


That Military AQtions are. not the tho 
- Principal Matter of Hiſtory. 7M anc 

- Hiſtorian ought to be oftner in the 
Cloſet than Army. That he ought 

. t0-ſbun the AﬀeQation of Mar- 
wellous things ;. and - gras 45 much 
from Defe P* Exceſs, inthe Rel pla 
#ion of Miracles. trig 


() Thers again on the contrary || Bur 
eſteeming nothing great butEdid- 
the AFions of War, are always ina p 
ſome beſieged Town, or Army be-fSw: 
fieging; ſpeak of nothing but Com-J Art 
bats and Attacks, Ovens and Mzrnes ;fthe 
nothing to be heard but Bombs andÞRez 
TROY as if they had no body toſſof « 
inſtru 


ww” 


inſtruQ but the Court of Guards and - 
TT. SOOT x 
Waris not; as theſe believe, the 
beſt Theatre for Hiſtory; Sieges , 
Aſſaults 'and Battles , are not her 
moſt uſeful Leſſons ; otherwiſe 
| State/rmez, Magiſtrates, and the Long 
Robe, would learn nothing from 
her ; and all her Informations would 
but reduce Fire and Blood into Me- 
thod ; and ſerve only for Ravage 
and Deftration, 

Let the Z7/orian know then the 
(loſet is his proper place; that he 
ought to be there longer and oftner 
than ia. the Army: That the ex- 
plaining of Councils, unfolding [z- 
trigues, and diſcovering Cabals, are 
more his Buſineſs, than De/olatiors, 
yl Burnizgs and Maſſacres : That he 
it did-not take-Pen in Hand to learn 
nſla private Centinel to manage his 
Sword, but to teach Prices the 
Art of Reigning, and Stateſmen 
;fithe Art of Serving: To unfold 
dE Reaſons of State, and the Secrets 
offot Government : And this he does 
Ut | F by 
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and Marvellous, that muſt not bc 
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by diſfintangling the Mozzves and 
Pretexts of Affairs; by following 
their Movements and Evaſions to 
the Fountain-head, And as the 
greateſt Advantages of Hiſtory are 
attain'd by this Means, 'tis to 
' that he owes his greateſt Appli- 
cation, and all the force of his 
W-:+. | 

In this Article that regards the 
Grandeur of things, there 1s ano- 
ther Defe&t that ought not to be 
forgotten : Somme, whether through 
a vain AﬀeQation of things Great 


ſo much ſought after in Fiftory, 
nor are not of that value as ina 
Foem, or by a diſordered defire to hit 
nouriſh the Curioſity of Readers, 
and faſten their Attention, fill ther ſrc 
Hiſtories with Miracles and Pro. 9c 
aigies they bring in from all Parts 
And rather than want, afliit at 
the Aſſemblies of Demons and Ms Me 
gicians, to gather what may fill the 
Vacancies of certain People, wit 
whom the Falſe and gar 
ave 
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4 || have better Reception 'than Truth 
ambitighe. 2 

S Others more bold in #deroict 
Proſe, divide Elephants in two at 
one blow with a Sword , ſtrike 
down-Dragons of twenty Fathoms 
long with a little Wand. And for 
that-it 1s in Scripture, that Sampſon 
defeated an Army with the | wt 
bone of an Aſs; Procoptus, noi to 
be behind-hand, tells you of a Thre- 
cf £42 Selater , that with one ſingle 
Arrow put to flight an Army of 


a Gorhs. Pan! Venetian, a greater 
bell 4rcbitec# than the Uadertakers of 


Towers and Pyramids, if T am not 
—_— » has built . ——_ of 
+ fifty Leagues in compaſs, in it 
br placed r100e0' Bridges of ſo mon- - 
{trous a heighth, the greateſt Veſlels 
'Nunder Sail might paſs commod- 
ouſly under the Arches. A Town 
lo Great and Magnifick , better 
1; Merits to be placed in that fine 
lf World, Lucian, more Happy than 
- hf Columbus, firſt difcover'd un the Globe 
au 9! the Moon. | 
-"Þ 2 You 


100 Of Hiſtory. 
. You may ſee others follow a Me- 
thod very. different from. this, that 


have ſo much Care their : Works 


ſhould not ſavour the Air. of a 


Cloiſter, .or touch upon the Legend 


for all the World, they will not 
mention any Miracle. whatſoever. 
' The Heathen Authors have been 
more Religious and more Faithful, 
and have had more Zeal for their 
Falſe Gods, far. from ſuppreſling 
the Events by which their Power 


and Might 1s made known, they 


repeat them till they are rendred 
diſagreeable. In Livy and Tacitw 
you will find nothing at the be- 
_ ginning and end of every Year, 
but Prodigzes and Expiations 0 
them. And. ſhall a Chriſtian Wri- 
ter, to preſerve the Reputation of 
a great Wit, or avoid the Railery 
of a few Libertines, leave out the 
Relations that are as Witneſles of 
his Faith, and Proofs of the Power 
and Providence of that God hc. 


adores ? As if it- were more th: 


Mark of Senſe, and. for the I1n- 
terclt 


| Of Hiſtory. 265 
tereſt of Mankind, to recite the 
| El Cruelties: of one Prince ,, and the 
Sl Debauches of another ,, than - the 
a | Wonderful Works by which God is 
1 If pleaſed from timeto time to awaken 
t Fl our Faith. 

Foſephus the Jew has given the 
il Example of this ſort of Infi- 
delity, to make his Court to -the 


I 
_ 


my 


Roman Princes in whole Reigns he 
gl writ, as Leon Caftrivs has remark'd. 
i He has ſupprefied , diſguiſed or 
)  weakned the Wonders done in the 
xd time of- his Fore-fathers, as if he 
«ff feared the God of S:0z ſhould ap- 
&- pear more Puiſlant and Great in 
the Eyes of the Gertzles, than the 


OO 
—, -- 


Gods of the Capitol. That Mira- 
eulous Meteor that was during ſo 
many Years ConduQor of the Jews, 
ſometimes a Cloud, ſometimes a 
he Wl P:llar of Fire, appears not in his 
ol Hiſtory where his evil Faith has 
/er diffipated. it, for fear it ſhould give 
hc YOffence to the ſight of the Gexri/es. 
hc Tis troe, he has not ſuppreſled the 
In-Ypaſſage of the Red Sea ; but in the 
V 3 manner 
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manner he ſpeaks of it, he leaves 


a Doubt , whether the ſtrange 
Road by which the People pafled, 


was made by ſome natural cauſe, 


or by vertue of ſome Power Supe. 
rior to Nature. And after com- 
paring this Miraculous Event, with 
what arrived to the Great Alex- 
ander when marching into. Perfa, 
he paſied the Sea of Pampbilia, he 
leaves every- one to believe what 
they pleaſe of one and the other ; 
ſhewing enough by this Prophane 


Ambiguity, they were of equal. 


weight, or none at all 1 his belief. 
His Prevarication 1s yet more bold, 
and his evil Faith more open, in 
what regards the paſſage of Fourdan, 
'The Holy Scripture tells us in ex- 
preſs terms, That as foon as the 
Prieſts that carried the Ark had {et 
their feet in the Water, one part of 
the River returned towards the 
Spring, the other towards the Sea, 
and the People paſſed over dry- 
ſhod. Joſephus finds the Mirack 
ſo ſtrong, and yet of {o little _—_ 

that 
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that to reduce it to. an Appearance 
that better pleaſes his Palate than 
the Truth, he tells you that three. 
days after God made the Promite, 
2 the Waters of Jourdan being abated, 
* | the People paſſed over the Shallow. 
And becauſe from' the words of 
the Scripture one cannot figure any 
thing more Marvellous, he adds the 
| Troop of Women and Children 
| were ranged in the midit of- the 
[FF People to prevent their being car- 
p 


Oo 
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ried away by the Rapidity of the 
Current. - What has he done with 
che Burning Mountain that made 
the Waters return to their Source ? 
| Where has he. placed the twelve - - 
'F Stones ſer upon the Shore in Me- - 
= mory of ſo great a Miracle? He 
Sypprefles all that, to conſerve the 
"| Reputation of a Fudicious Hiftorigy ; 
- and had rather be' eſteemed Preva- 
 ricator amongſt the Jews, than Fa- 
BS bulons with the Romans. In all this . 
| it may be ſaid, he has made as many 
Apoſtaſies as Falſities againſt the Holy 
| Scripture. He ceaſes not .never- 
L- 2 B theleſs 


og of. Hitery. 
_ theleſs to continue 1a Effee, be- 
"cauſe of thoſe that value him, ſome 
are ignorant of his Unfaithfulneſs; 
and others trouble not themſelves, 
foving rathera Fallity well diſguiſed, 
than a plain Truth. , 


"Cn ap. VII. 


Whether Private AQtions may be made 
uſe of in Hiſtory ? And what ought 
ro be thoſe received. 


JT may be here demanded, whe- 
h [ ther Private Actions may not 
| _ place in Hiſtory, without de- 
rogating from her Dignity ? *Tis 
nſw wered, InftruQting the Readers, 

ofit of the Publick, being the 
Ale by which an Hiftorian ought 
to judge of things that are uſed 1n 
_ the Structure of his Edifice, with- 
out Scruple he may admit of P/- 
wate AFions, where he remarks 
ſome 


enter this Temple, 


' Nature, what ſhould they | 
i ? Of what uſe would they 
be? Let Gaming, Hunting and 


/ 


ſome. Rs and lively Character 
of Juſtice, Valour, Moderation, or 


Continence Extraordinary. Becauſe 


ſuch A7ions are the PiFures with 
which the Temple of Hiſtory ought 
to be imbelliſhed; and thoſe that 
make Rules and 
Leſſons from the f glt of theſe Pi- 
Aures. | 

As for Aons that have nothing 
of noble, but are of low and mean 
do in 


Dancing be far from her : *T would 
be more ſeemly to ſee in a Temple 
or Palace, the Signs of Shops in the 
room of Hangings and Pictures. 
Not but that Princes may ſome- 


times permit ſuch things 3 but there 


ts difference between what may and& 


_ what ought to be done; between 
Indulgence and Obligation. - And 


it muſt be remembred, "tis O#iza- 
tion,and not Indulgence, diſtinguiſhes 
2 Prince from a Particular... ex 
ander. lov'd the Pleaſure of a good 
F 5 T able, 
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166 Of Hiſtory. 
Table, . and Julins-Ceſar hated not 
the Ladtes; but it was not at Table 
Mlexander acquired the Sir-mame Þ #* 
of Great ; nor did- the firſt Ce/ar | _ 
make himſelf Maſter of the Empire |} * 
in the Cloſet of Cleopatra. OU 


$— = : _ ——_— 1 


Whether the Law. of: Truth obliges Ja 
the Hiſtorian to keep- nothing to i 
. himpelf ? Whether nothing be owing 1 
to the publick Vertue and. good Ex- 
ample ?* Whether "tis. not better to 
Suppreſs the Vices of the Great, Be 
thas publiſh them, be 


Fe He remains to examine, i du 
whether an H:i/torian can in 


Conſcience, and without Scandal, 8 
bloody and defile his Paper with | 
infinite Cruelties and Filth,to which 2 


he will be obliged, in caſe he ot- | 
ſerves the ſecond Rule, To hold no. ſl © 
ihirg from the Truth, It I may be y 
| credited, 


 @OG 


-Y 


eo. > 


Of Hiſtory » 
credited, all theſe things ought to 
be Sacrificed to the Ianocerce of Hi- 
fory, and the publick Vertue. 


- Firſt, Hifory that ought to be 


the Goverre/s of Life, and Guide of 
our A7:0z5, becomes a Scandalons. 
Governeſs, a Diſſolute Guide, by the 
ill Examples ſhe expoſes ; that have 


1o much more weight the higher : 


they deſcend. Is there a more In- 
famous School of Vice, a more Vil-: 
lainous place of Scandal, and more + 


- Dangerous, than the Hiſtory of the... 
- Twelve Ceſars writ by Suetonins ? * 


And without mounting ſo high , 
have we not lately ſeen with what - 
Boldneſs the publick Vertue has 
been violated by a Scandalous D-- 


_ tracting Hiſtory, that was 1ntro- 
. duced intoall the Cloſets and Strec ts; 


and ſullied with its Fiith, even the 
Spouſe of Jeſus Chriſt? How many 
Maids and Women, by the reading - 
of this Petronius Traveſty, have 
ceaſed to be what they were before, 
and ſaid after the Example of the 
young Debanchee in the (omeay - 

TI. mein» : 
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mentioned by St. Auſtin, Why ſhould 
pot I do as ſuch a Dutcheſs, What 
ſuch a Princeſs has done ? Owe I more 
fo my Conſcience, more to my Reputa- 


" tion, than they owe to theirs * ' And 


by what right ſhall Vertue, fo free 


n a Palace, be conſtrain'd im a Pri- 
vate Houſe? _- 

Secondly, The Pen gives no right 

to meddle with the Reputation of 


others. If Detra&Qtion of one Perſon 


from another, be'a Sin againſt the 


' Laws of Charity and Juſtice, what 


will be that of an Hiſtorian, that 


1s a publick. Perſon, made in the 


{ight and hearing of all People and 

all Ages? 2 
On the other ſide, Trath' being 

to Hiſtory as Form to Matter, if the 


half be taken away, if Liberty be 


not given him to unfold: all that 
he finds true under his Hands, ſhe 
will be but half form'd, the Hiſto- 
r1an half mute, half lame, and not 
able ro acquit but one half of is. 
Duty. 


Feſides, 
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* Beſides, Hiſtory, ashasbeen ſaid, 


is a Philoſophy free from the Difhi- 


culty and Perplexity of Arguments, 


but rich in Examples, that: con- 
cludes: with -more- Right, and per- 


{wades with'more Force. And this 
Force of Perſwaſion is not only 
from good Examples; the ill ex- 
poſed and well -imploy?d, -have the 
lame EffeQ:; nay, work ſometimes 
more quiek , whether- becauſe an 


evil Attion is more lively-and-pene- 


trating than a good; or - that -Man 


- being more ſenfible of Shame than 


Honour; wants greater ſpeed to 
Glory, than to help him fly In- 


- famy. Who' has not heard the Cu- 


ſtom amongſt the Spartans, to make 
the Extravagant AQions- of their 
Drunken Servants, Leſſons of Fem- 
perance to their Children. And 
how many Princes-have been kept 
within the bounds of Duty, by the 


Eternal Chaſtiſement they have 


ſeen the Evil ſuffer upon the Theatre 
of Hiſtory, 4 


There 


> z 4 : : 


110 Of Hiſtory, 
There 1s a third Reaſon , that 


. proves it the Duty of an Hiſtorian, Il 


to be as free in declaring the Vices 
as Vertues of great Perſons: He is 
Judge, and Judgment reaches the 
Bad as well as the Good ; His Fun- 
tion is a publick Witneſs, and *tis 
the part of a Witneſs to conceal 
nothing. And in fine, ?Tis the pu- 
blick Iatereſt, that great Men and 
Princes, .to whom. the Laws are but 
- Cobwebs, ſhould have ſome Bridle to 
| ſtop them. And to a People that 
take Religion for a Fantaſm, and 
Hell for a Bugbear to frighten Chil- 
dren, we cannot propoſe any thing 
ſtronger, than the Eternal Infamy is 
' Prepared for them in Fffory. 


F 
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CHAP. XA. 


That the Right of Hiftory permits: 
the Hiſtorian all ſorts of 'Fruth. 
The Rules. to be obſerved in the- 
uſe of this Right 3 with Conſci- 
ence 4yd Honour , ard withont 
Scandal and Prejudice to the Pu- 
blick Vertue. 


'T is my Opinion upon theſe Rea- 

' ſons,, An Hiſtorian, as Publick 
Witzeſs and Judge, has the right of 
Evidencing the Bad as the Good , 
and to judge of one and the other. 
But he muſt be careful nor to-make 
his Sovereign Right a Sovereign 
Injuſtice ; to make of it a Right 
of Calumny and DetraCtion. And 
to the end- he may uſe it with In- 
nocence and Deſert, he muft above 
all things, particularly apply him- 
ſelf to diſtinguiſh the Falſe from 
the True; the Certain from the 
Uncertain; and the Private from 
the Publick. This Diſtintion pre- 
_ ſuppoſed, 


ſuppoſed,. Firſt he muſt rejeQ' all 
forts of Falſities,. and guard him. 
ſelf from impoſing any-thing, whe- 
ther he himſelf ſpeaks, or another 
for him. - An ordinary 'Artifice in 
Calummiting Writers, who to di- 
tribute more boldly their Impo- 
ſtures, -lend them to others they in- 
troduce in the Scene. He that does 
after this manner, deſerves to have it 
_ the Mack taken off, and be paid ſn 
.in the fame falſe Coin he pays 

- . others. =: _ ©; EA a erng 
. - Secondly, He muſt not deliver. 
any thing that is Doubtful or Un- 
certain, but impoſe this Retention 
upon himſelf by the Chriſtian Law, 
forbidding ſuch a Diſtribution upon ||| k1 
ſevere Damage, whether it be upon I 1" 
the Reputation of thoſe he raſhly | C 
Cenſures, or the Conſcience . of I v 
thoſe to- whom he gives reaſon of I £ 
Scandal, and to judge indi{creetly. I 
Let him Praiſe as much as he I © 
pleaſes the Doubtful and . Uncer- | 
tain ; what miſtake he may make I " 
on thus ſide, being to the. Injury of I * 

no 


no body, none will repro: him, 
no Proceſs be entred' againſt him, 

and the Wiſe will | be: of his 'Op1- 
nion: If finding. Hanſa in theſe 
Circumſtances, he chooſes the more 
favourable for his Neighbour, and 
hazards. a doubrfut Truth: for an 


affured Charity; but when he 


falls ypon Cenſa are, he muſt remem- 
her Uncertainty diſpences not with 
the Reſpe&t he owes his Neigh- 
bours ora ; -and that he 
cannot ſully it, though apreeable 
| to Fame, without violating thecom- 
mon right, and doing a publick In- 
juſtice. 
| By the fame reaſon, Let him 
know he is prohibited from look- 
ing too curiouſly into other Peoples 
Concerns, to enter the Cloſets, lift 
up the Vails, and draw the Cur- 
tains that cover the, Secrets of Fa- 
milies, and ſearch wherewithall to 
entertain the Cnrioſity of ſome al- 
ways covetous of Novelties, and 
ready for Detra&tion. His Preroga- 
tive reaches not Secret things, that 
are 
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are in regard to him as if they were 
 _ not; and.DetraQtion calls for Re. 
paration, and SubjeAs to Puniſh. 
ments, as'well as Calumoy. And 
if the Churchcher felf, to whom the 
Son of God committed the Keys, 
aſſumes, not the Authority of open. 
ing what is ſhut, and judging of 
hidden things, much lels ought it 
to be allowed Hiſtory. To. attri- 
bute to her ſelf any thing like it, 
the Conſequence would be dan- 

erous:: No. place fafe where this 
_ Evil would not, penetrate, followed 


tion free from their Yenomos Bill, 

In. the, Fourth place, Since the 
PerfeQtion of a Civil Life is the end 
where his Laboyrs tends, he muſt 
expoſe nothing to the publick View 
that has.nat regard to it, muſt there- 
fore abſtain from all ſorts of Scan- 
_ 'dalous Relations, as are thoſe that 
ſerve but to make People loſe the 
Reſpectthey owe their Prelates and 


Princes, the Hierarchy, Church and 
publick Governmentz and gives 


way 


way toHerefies,Revoltsand Schifms, 
both in Church and State.  - 

In: the Fifth place, Where the 
Connexion of - his: Matters, and'the 
Compoſure' of his Works, obliges 
him to repreſent the  Vices of any 
that wilt make a Figure 1n Hiſtory ; 
he muſt remember in ſuch Repre- 
ſentations, to ſpare as much as he 
can the publick Vertuez and not 
eive any Colour, let fall any Ex- 
preſſion, or leave any Image, that 
will offend her ſight : It muſt ſuffice 


him -to explain himſelf in ſuch ge- 


neral Terms that cannot cauſe a 
Bluſh or evil Thought, and to touch 
them but in paſſing, and make haſt 
away. as from an infetted phce , 
where his own and others Modeſty 
are in danger. Saluit, Titus Livins 
and Tacitns, -have in this a Reten- 
tion of great Inſtruction and Ex- 
ample for Chriſtian Writers: And 
"tis marvellous to ſee with what re- 
ſpe& thoſe that adored YV7cionus Goas, 
have written of the YVices of Men ; 


they ſeem to bluſh for Human _— 
and 
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and their words as a Vail cover thei 
Shame as much as poſſible. 

" Suetonius 1s' cenſured by all the 
World for the Impurity of his Hi. 
ſtory, which is made an Accademy 
of Dibanchery ; but 'if Swetonins a 
Heathen is blamed for his Boldneſs, 
what mult they fay of a Chriſtian 


theſe Latin Obſcenities; - introduced 


great Ladies, thoſe Monfters of Im- 
urity ? And how will this Tran- 
ator cleanſe himſelf before God, 


-has fſullied his Imagination and 
Hands, and perhaps the Modeſty 
- and Conſcience of thoſe that an evil 
_ Curiofity has carried to thoſe In- 


_ faqgous Sights... 


that-has made a French Copy of all 


into the Streets, and. Cloſets of 


Differta- 


SIE 


Tj 


from all the Filth with which he | 
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Diſſertation IV. 
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CHAP. Lb. 


That the Hiſtorian has Right to Judge 


of Things and Aftions. Of the 
Ce mM | 


| Faults 


| avoid in t oY 
_ of this Right ; And firſt of Raſh- 
© Se IF OE | 


PR that follows the Nar- 
ration of things, is the ſecond 
. part of Hiſtory; and this though 
the leſs in Maſs, ought not to be 
the leaſt in Wit.. ?Tis here: the 


. 
. 


Knowledge of Good and Evil mult 


be unfolded ; the Politick and:Mo- 
ral have their place that Vertue 
is crown'd and Vice puniſh'd; that 
the Hiſtorian ( hardly otherwiſe 
more 


more than a Tale-refler) becomes a 
Stateſman and' a Soldier ; makes 4 
himſelf Jadge of Princes and their of 
Miniſters : 3 and Arbitrator of theirh ih 
ood and evil AQions: ?Tis here; 70) 
e gives InftruQwns and Counſels,|,- 
Degrees of Honour and Infamy ,| 
eſtabliſhes a School for the timeſ:4 
- to Son , and a Tribunal for the] ils 
r The "6 "Bi 2 Opinion and Ex. s 
armple,' of great Men, 'of right be-,. 
| loag'to the Hiſtorian, contrary to hav 
thoſe : would reduce: him- to thell,... 
ſimple . FunCtion of a, Gezetreer. ſs, / 
Becauſe Hiftory (as has been ſaid 
more than once) 1s a kind of Ci 
Philofophy , :xmd "her ' proper Office 
is to mftruct the preſent by theo, 
paſt : And how ſhall ſhe acquit herſſ 
felf of that Office, if the right of 
Judging, if the. uſe of RefleQtion 
were taken from her. *Tis by that. 
ſhe diftinguiſhes Good from Evil; 
that ſhe makes 'Applications of 
good and evil Actions ; and ſhews ſz, 
She way ought to -be held and}. 
| avoided. 


"of irs. 


ke vFreater her wr; -l oorood] - 
d Polybins ut as a'Come- 

rf ih. Cicero, that has drawn her 
Tl Pifture' more exaRtly in three Lines, 
"than others have- done in groſs Vo- 

Y »Jutnes, contents not himſelf 'the 
el iftorian ſhould unfold the Coun- 


Ne 
to 


hefſ 


EN, 


1d 
T1 


ce 
1e 


ils and Motives that precede AQi- 
ps, he will have him declare what 
& judges of one and the other. 
me have we not H/orixes that 


ve perfortned rhis Duty : Thoſe 


(ſar, ought to obſerve this 1s'the 
Duty but- of a Trae Hiſtory, that 
Commentaries, Tonrnals , 
atid Regiſters, are ap need with. 
This Law fo generally 'obferved, 
ceafes not to be eu to keep; 
and T know no part of jirwere 


ought to be tnathaged more adroitly 


and with more fmereſs. That the 
Hiſtorian may not then at Tumul- 
tnouſly, and without Method, 'to 
the end his Judgments may not 
be judged, or at leaft —_ 
ct 


try 
Py Without 'that ſhe is of 


it oppoſe the Commentaries of 


Memorys - 
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let him have a.care to ſecure them 

\ free from 0 Dis Malice, Im- 

Dortunity and Diſagreement. Hs: 

Lill Ton Raſbneſs, if. he ſubmit 
to the Government of Prudence, that 
''- _ _ - Will never : permit him to pro- 
DB nounce, but upon an entire Know- 
[ ledge, whether of the Grounds 

and Events of Afﬀairs, 'or the Mo- 
tives by which they have moved, 
and the Rounds they have been 
made. take.: - He that ventures to 
judge by. the Outſide .and Shew, 
Subjects. himſelf to. great Con- 
tempt; : and if there wants but a 
falſe Light or, Colour to give ano- 
ther Face, and make another Ap- 

rance, what would be-the Im- 
prudence and Raſhneſs of a Writer, 
that gives definitive . Judgments 
upon one of theſe Lights or Colours 
that firſt ſtrike his ſight. 

If there be- Raſbrne/s in judging 
Humane things by the outſide; 
what Indiſcretion will that Writer ſſþe 
be guilty of, who having not the þ 
leaſt TinQure of Theology , mo 

| put 


big 


bur che extfide jo Schools where 
ſh teaches; thinks himſelf -able 
to- penetrate Secrets the Chery- 
. bims cover with. their Wings; 
dare; make. Deciſions: where the | 
ol Doors: are. in [Difference ” and 
y- pronounce boldly 'for- the: one a- 
ds | gainft the other z and turn 'the 
0-Þ Keys of St. Perer, and the Autho- 
], city. of his Succeſſors-; and ſubmit 
en|fl to the Capacity -of his weak Head 
the bigheſt of all Crowns. / At the 
fight o ſuch an idle Raſhneſfs, will 
they not cry out againſt the Pro- 
phane, that dares put his Hand 
to the Ark ; - againſt the Ow! that 
has the boldneſs to enter that Light, 
{where the Eagles themſelves are 
dazled. - \ 

And when any one finds him. 
ſelf enlightned enough to judge 
the Afﬀairs of the World, he mult 
not do it in the Nature of a 
Decree or manner decifive; it will 
be well to do it in'doubtful Terms, 
and after the Sceptical way, that 
laving no defence for the cer- 

G tainty 


their Appearances. As +; Fro 

. holds of pcs theſe bounds, no bod 
can, reproach him of ill; and 
his Judgments will not be ſabje& 
to diſanulling; 'but in the” Aﬀairs 
. of his Knowledge ,- and of which 
he has ſeen the Springs and Move- 
ments; he may lkeave Expreſſions | 
of Doubt and Conſcience, and pro- 
| poſe his Judgments affirmatively, 
provided he does not mingle the 
Venom ar Malice. 


Of Malice in judging the Frailty of 
wr Men. the <A pr Ac 
- ought to take to preſerve himſelf 
 fromit. Of the Brevity required. 
Refleftions po» Philip Com- 


.-' mines: 


N A ALICE is a Fault the Hiſto- 
LY 2 rian muſt avoid with Care, 


and yet whether Corrupred Natare 
renders our p64, ogg evil by: the 


ſame means ſhe does our: W:/s, or 
by the Arrifices of Se/f-love we are. 
as eaſily perſwaded to the Prejudice 
of another as our own Advantage 5 
or whether yet the Vanity of Mal:- 
ious Interpretations, that ſeem to 
come - from a greater degree of 
Light than others, are more pleaſing 
to Humane Wit; ?*tis hard for an 
Hiſtorian to defend himſelf from the 
Flattery of this Malicivas Addreſs , 
to find the ImperfeCtions of every 
thing, and incline it to evil. Salut 

; G 2 and 
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and Tacitus are particularly accuſed 


of this Fault; and Tacians-has yet 


the - Misfortune above Salu#?, that 
Wits the'moſt Fertile in Siniſter In. 
terpretations and Malicious :Com- 


mentaries, - acknowledge - him: for- 


their Maſter.  — | 


_ An Hiftorian muſt not only avoid 


Malice, the mark of a Spirit as full 
of Venom as the Serpent faid to 


Poiſon all he -look?d on, but in 


Afaairs where Uncertainty 'and Ob- 
ſcurity leave ſome place-for Indul- 
gence ; he muft reſthis ConjeCtures 


upon Colours the. moſt ſafe, and 


Appearances the moſt Vertuous,and 
form a Judgment as favourable as 
the thing will ſuffer. And by that, 
beſides that it will get him the Re- 
putation of an Honeſt Man, which 
15 not leſs neceſſary for an Hiſtorian 
than an Orator, *twill ſecure his 
Perſon and Work from publick Ha- 
tred and private Envy. 
But whatever way he judges, he 
muſt take care that his Judgments 
be given in few words 3 and remem- 


ber 
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ber. that a Preaching "Hiſtorian can- 
not but be”tedious to his Reader 
that haſts to a new SubjeCt. Salut, 
Livy and Tacitws, are marvellous in 
this way : Philip Commines, that ne- 
ver ſaw them, had no care to imi- 
tate them : His Judgments never- 
theleſs are all good Sence, though 
drawn out too longs and the - 
Examples he adds,” though Juſt 
enough, are not after. the Models 
of Antiquity. But that was no part 
of his Furniture, and.as often as he 
entertains me, methinks I hear an 
Honeſt Gentleman, who after the, 
Cloth is taken away, falls areciting 
the Paſſages he remembers in his 
Travels 
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CHaAap. IM. 
The Regard an Hiſtorian ought te 
Life. 


FT*O theſe three Advices I add 
. # Aa fourth that is not leſs ne- 
cellary, nor of leſs Conſequence 
to the Conſcience and Reputation 
of an Hiſtorian, that he has regard 
to his Birth, Religion and Life. 
_ 'Fhovugh the Tribunal! of Hiſtory be 
Sovereign, and the greateſt Perſons 
are there Sovereignly judged, he 
muſt net forget notwithſtanding 
the Reſpet# due to the Memory of 
thoſe ' Princes have governed his 
Native Country. And if the In- 
ſtruQion of their Succeſſors, and the 
Truth of Hiſtory , will have him 
pronounce upon their ConduQ, he 
muſt not ſpare Cenſure where they 
have deſerved it : But he muſt ab- 
ſtain, without Neceſſity or Profit, 
making a Scandalous Spectacle . 
. the 


have to his Birth, Religion 44 || 
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the Eyes of the Peo fe of their 
Secret Debauches. Above all, not 
to condemn them from the Voice 
zo. | of the Vulgar, always Enemy *_— 
4 | Calumaiator of their Mafters ; 
from the Voice of Fame, > ae 
Detraftor and Lyar ; or from his 
g || own ill Diſpoſition : It may be 
.. | with an Illneſs not unlike the 
e || Jelaw Jaundice, where they think 
every thing Telow they ſee. What 
[+ ſay is occafioned by Henry the 
Third, who more Unhappy, and 
more decried from the Vices of his 
"Age than his own, has been unwor- 
thily blackned by the Hi/orians. of + * 
the League and Hugonots ; and more 
unworthaly yet, by thoſe that have 
colleQed the Impoſtures of one and 
n- || the other, nnd thrown them upon. 
he || his Memory. _. 
m | But if ſomething be due to his 
he || Birth, much more to his Religion 5 
ey || This Duty being the firſt and moſt 
b. | Obliging, when he is to write of 
fir, | the Church , and Eccleſiaſtical 
in | Princes, the Court of Rome and 
rhe G. 4 Popes, 
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Popes, Clergy 'and Religious, he 
mult-not make his Hiftorick ' Eiberty 
a ground for Licentiouſneſs. I confels 
there is always Weakneſs where Þſ!! 
there 1s -Humanity ; that all thoſe ſo 
that'approach the SanQuary, are not I tt 
Saints; nor all thoſe that-are near N1 
the Altar, Cherubims: But does it £d 
belong to an Hiſtoriax to judge his [tl 
Fudges , to condemn thoſe.have a A 
Furifdiction to which' the Angels Jo! 
themſelves are Subje&t. *Tits much 
the ſame, as if the Serjeants ſhould 
cite the Judges of the Court -to the 
Bar, and pretend to make their Pro- 
ceſs. And what Conſcience has an 
Hiſtorian, that writes of Popes and 
Cardinals, as if he writ from the 
AMemoirs of Beza, as if hired by 
the Bookſellers of Amſterdam and 
Geneva. ee 

In the third place, He muſt have 
regard to his Lyfe, Tf he wouldnot 
be ſhghied by his Readers, he muſt 
make an Agreement between his 
Fudaments and his Manners, his Re- 
putations and his Pen. Let not a 
MN Libertine 
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Libertine make himſelf Severe, .or a. 
ty Debauche preach Sobriety and Conti- 
fs £ uence, ſuch like Sermons are turn'd 
re ſlinto Ridicule, and the leaſt they ſay 
f& Nofthe Preacher is, he would do bet- 
ot ter at a Table than in 'the 0a 
ar The Diſagreement cannot. be 
it Rdoned'in Sulu, what he ſa capainſ 
1is ſithe Corruption and Diſorders of his 
> a Rage, cannot be better ſaid, but he 
els ought to have left it to Cato, of ſome 
ch other that valued himſelf for ancient. 
Diſcipline. And in my opinion, a- 
Declamation againſt Luxury and Pro- 
fuſeneſs of Life, was not a leſs In- 
congruity, in the Hiſtory of Sz, 
accuſed of Debauchery by the Cenſor 
he [in full Senate, and twice of Adultery. 
v [before the Pretor, than had been in - 
nd fthe Commentaries of Ceſar, an' In-- 
veZive againſt' Ambition. and Go-- 
vernment. 


ys | Ci'n'a?. IV | 
Of Blogics: and CharaBters of Illu- 


ftrious Perfons; iz what Places 
they-ought to: be put. 


Logy and Cenſure are the Prin- 


.the Hiftorian that forgets them in 
fome Occaſions, is accountable to 
the Publick : They are vufvally 
.-placed either after the Relation 
of fome fignat: Attion of great 
Fame, or at the Death of Perſons 
that have moſt appeared, and' made 
the greateſt Figure in the Theatre 
of Hiſtory... And this hinders not, 
but they may alſo find a place, 
where the EH Poriam prepares him: 
ſelf for Relations of great Ac- 
count. Saluft, Livy and T acitu 
often uſe them after this manner, 
The firſt begins his two: Hiſtories 
' by tlie Charaters of Catalin and 
Jegarth , that were the Principal 

| Actors 


, cipal Parts of Judgment, and 
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Of Hiſtar 
Aﬀors in theſe ewo Pieces.  "Fhe: 
Second by Hannibal, before be - 
placed him at the Head of the” 
(arthaginians, and let him -loole 
as a "Torrent deſcending from the 
Alps upon 1taly. 'Fhe Third being, © 
To introduce FVefafian and Matin, 
that - were to-be the Authors of a : 
new Revolution in the Empire, 
gave the CharaQer of one and the . 


other in fuch a- manner, .the moſt ' 
Faithful and moſt exa&t Penell . 


could not have arrived to. But: - 
theſe, PiAtures ought not to be in 


great "a two. or three Colours andÞ : 


as many touches are engugh; and 
lefs- muft they. be made at Fancy, . 
and draww Beautiful when Ugly, 
or on. the. contrary. And as 'Truth 
permits not the Fizftorian ſhould - 


do» more for any Perſon, than 


Vertue and Nature have done ; 
neither does ſhe allow him. to. 
rob any one of the Advantages 
they have received from them. ; 
an Fiftorian is uſually the Drawer 
of this fort of PiQture,, and ſome- 

| eIMesS. . 


F "©; dan af] WIEN?" . _—_—_ A EEE "OT "—M cas 
_ - p ” 9 &y. x 
2 ". . . 3 . : F . 
k a6 Z 'F * * Ly \ 
V x AF- 1 
, nt a , 


_ a | Of Hiſt.” _— n 


times contents: himſelf with 'de- 


ſiening only , and commits the 
Finiſhing to- other Perſons, to 
whom he lends his Colours, and 


makes ſpeak: in his place. And: 


this Prudence 1s ' principally. uſed 
when he has nothing: to. -repre- 


ſent- but Faults and Cenſure to 


put into his Repreſentations... I 


ought: not 'to forget. telling. you. 


In this place,” that: our. Strada: in 
his Hiftory. of the Wars, of Flan- 
aers, has drawn Figures of greater 


Proportion than the. ancient” Mo- 


dels: In theſe Figures (the Abridg- 
ments of Life) he. recites many 


things Curious-and-Singular., that 
gives 2 perfet Knowledge of the 


Man, leaves no particular- in the 
Dark ,. of his Birth ,, Education , 
ConduCt or Fortune. The Por- 
 traitures he has made. of: John a Au: 
ftria, Margret. of ' Parma, Cardinal 
Grazvill,- Duke of: Alva, -Prince 
of Orange, and ſome others, are 
after this manner-: And.:the- Ap- 
probation. they find amongſt the 
moſt 


Of Hiſtory, 1133 x 
moſt poliſhed Wits make me be- 


lieve + it will not be diſfagree- 


CD 


) able to. France, to ſee the like 
I Fin the Hiſtory I have under- 
l taken. 

) 
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Diſſertation V. . 
Of Sentences. 


C'n av; L 
That Hiſtory demands Sentences : 


What are Sentences; and the. 


Kinds. 


| Cannot think to finiſh my pur- 
- |} poſe without treating of Sex- 
tences, or if only in paſling 

with a firoke of my Pen. In 
Hiſtory and in Poetry , throughout 
which they are found, they make 
ſo great an Ec/at, and pierce too 
lively, not to make themſelves re- 
garded. I know they offend ſome 
chagrin People, and are _—_ 
| | y 
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by the. Severe. But is there any 
thing fo good, againſt which fome 
ut Nature will not bring an Ob- 
jection 7 There are that Fancy the - 
Poppy and hate. the Roſe: Nay, 
the Graces themfelves have their 
Enemies; and ſome-bady, finding 
nothing to blame in the Perſon of 
Vews, reprehended her Drefs. We 
will not then rejeAt Sentences, upon. 
the Condemnation the Chagrin-and 
Severe pafs upon them : 'Th&lir i!! 
Nature ought not to prevail above 
_ the Reaſon, Example and Antho- 
rity of the Fathers of Hiſtory ; who 
often make ufe of them : Normnft 
we abandon. our ſelves to the Exceſs 
and Liberty of ſome that abuſe 
them. | 

But becauſe many take for Sx- 
rences certain little playing with 
words, either ambiguous, oppoſite 
or ſharp, which: feerr to compre- 
hend much and have nothing in 
them; 'tis here neceffary to diſabuſe 
thoſe People, and teach thoſe that 
may be Ignorant, A Sexrerce after 
Ariftothe, 
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that declares -what there is of Good to 
be followed, or Ill to be avoided. Ac- 
cording to this. Definition received 
by all the Maſters ,. as on-che.one 
hand, all that they ſay of a.parti- 
cular, though never ſo well pointed, 
with never ſo much Wit, cannot be 
called a. Sextence; 10.0n the other, 
They muſt not place. in the. Rank 
of Sentences, . General Maxims, and 
Uniggrial Axioms of Sciences, out 
of the reach of Morality. '- 

_ There arethen (to take the Mat- 
ter after this Definition) but two 
Kinds. of true Septences, The one 
Szwzple, and made of. one. Propoſi- 
tion ;. the other Compoſed, and made 
of two ; the firſt of which is ſup- 
ported by the ſecond 3 and both to- 
_ gether, according to Ariſtotle, make 
an Enthymeme . or: half :Syllogiſm. 
For Example, If I1ay *tis hard to 
detain Fortune and get the Maſtery 
of her: This Univerſal and Moral 
Propoſition, - but alone and without 
a Second, makes but a Simple:Sen- 

tence ; 


=. Of Hiſtory. 7” 
 CAvriſtatle, is a general Propoſition 


ſupports it, and'ſa he naked 
and flippery as” remains a 


Prize to.none, ' but eably eſcapes 


the Hands of all that would retain. 
her: A Sentence compoſed. after. - 
this fort will be double 3 andifuch 
Sentences Ari ene call Enthymeres, 
becauſe the ſecond Propoſition be- 
ing placed before the firſt, and 
oyn'd' by. the Particle the» which 
they call Tlative, is made a Regular 
Argument and rightly formed, 

'Tis fit notwithſtanding ' we 


ſhould 'know, that Sentences, which 


are evident, and have a Clearneſs 
in themſelves , have no need of a 
ſecond Propoſition to explain them 5 
that would be to light the day, 
and read before the Sun with a 
Candle. But thoſe that are not 
very. clear nor certain , that lean 
to the Equivocal and Paradox, carry 
ſome apparent ContradiQtion , and. 
enter the Underſtanding with Diffi- 
culty-, muſt not be Jeft without 
the help of a Second , that may 
make 


tence ; but Cit T 248 a' Second. at | 
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make Bebe, entrance more eaſe, 
by giving them a Clearnefs and 
Support. That old Sentence, 4}. 
Covetous Man wants as much the 
things he poſſeſſes, as thoſe be po poſeſe 
”o, ts very true;. butb in 
fe, erms that compole it, there 

. Qppoſition. that obſcures the 
T ruth, there muſt be a ſecond 
Propoſition that may unfold and: 
make it underitood-; The (ovetouW# 
enjoying as little what they have, 
as what they have not ; 'tis true to 
ſay they want one as much as the. 
ether. . 
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bt the Uſe of Sentences; And the- 
Rules t0be obſerved. 


the HIS Knowledge preſi poſed, 
[ we may zh pg ge uſe 

Mol wired 1a which there are. 
ur Principal Rules to be obſerv'd; 
obriety, Diſcretion, Juſtice and Gra- 
ity. They muſt ' be uſed Soberly, 
and Goes, not with the i 
perance of thoſe are Angry if any 
hing falls from their Mouths or 
Pen but what is Picquant and Sen- 
ntious.. A Poem, Diſcourſe or Hz. 
tory, with ſuch. a: Stile, could" not- 
be better compared than to a Gar- 
&kn,where all the Trees were Hollies, 
and Herbs Thiſtles. 

A Sentence has been called the 
Seafoning of a Stile, it muſt be uſed 

then but by Grains, not made a. 
-P; Feaſt of. - And fince the Compoſure: 
and eaſie fullneſs,by which ſhe __— 
D-. 
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ſo agreeably the Ears and Senſc, i; 
broken by this fall of Sentences, 
without Connexion one upon the 
other. Tis like the ſtile a Roman 
Prince reproached 'Sexeea' with, 4y 
 Amaſs of Materials without Cement, 
_ To which may be added , Nature 
ſuffers not Precious things to grow 
tn heaps, nor Excellence to be found 
in a Multitude. And the greateſt 
number of theſe perpetual Retailers 
of them; expoſe for: the moſt part 
DPoublers for Diamonds, and Yerc-Fthc 
tian; Pearls for thoſe of the EaF. are 
- Sobriety fuffices not 4 but to thefor 
right uſe of Sextexces, . there muſtw! 
be in the: ſecond: place” a great: Dz/-WQu 
cretion:to choſe thePerſons towhom | m: 
they are -lent, and Places where Mt 
they are: to be employed. In- the int 
Choiſe of the Perſons, the Hiſtorian ſuc 
muſt have regard.to the Age, Sex, I irc 
Quality and Rank they have held : or 
And as. he muſt not lend them to w 
Young People, nor the Vulgar, ſo] 0 
not to Women unleſs to a Livin, ff to 
Zenobia, Mamilla, ns ce 

and | 
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-d others - ſuch-like , who have 
zherewithall to ſuſtain the Gran- 
Wdeur of their words, their AQtions, 
and that of their Dignity. Thoſe 
hat are not of this Rank, ought to 
hold their Peace, and the H/orian 
muſt not permit them to ſpeak 
much., if it be not: on occaſions 
where ſome ſingular Event or Vio- 
Wlence forces a {Enfible Reſentment. 
The Cr:ticks are difpleaſed with 
thoſe Exripides ſends a Nurſe; and. 
#- ſithoſe ſpoke by a Servant in Planta, 
-Yare paid'with Injuries. Let the F:- 
fortan reſerve them then for Men, 
whoſe Authority, Experience and 
Quality, have the weight they de- 
mmand. A Serxterce :1S5 a Dogme of 
'e | Morality or Policy, a Precept ; pe 
e | into three words ; and we expect not 
n-F ſuch things from aPage or Follower, 

x, irom the Pen of a Young Gallant; 
|: or old Debauchee. Grave Perſons, 
0 | whether with the weight of Years, 
of Office or Dignity, have only right 
c, | to Dogmatiſe, give Leflons and Pre- 


7 | cepts. And do not we ſee in the 
| Book 


_y Of Hiſtory. 

Book of Job, that one of hus Friends her 
a great Speaker of Axioms, is reprefÞ,,c 
 hended by God, that being Ignorant,ac 
andill inftruted,he affeed to wrafllye: 
up a heap of undigeſted Sentence, « 
11 a flux of words without Art off p 
The Diſcretion 'of an Hiſtoria wh 
-ought to extend to the Choiſe oj; 
Perſons and Places where they are tor 
be put. They are Ornaments | ng 
confeſs, but ceaſe to adorn where 


they are in Confufion. Gold, Prey, 
citous Stones and Pearls have theirfg 


places upon the Body and Cloaths; he 
Freizes,Corniſhes and Sculptures infjy! 
Palaces and Temples ; and out off; 
thoſe places they would be Mon-|s;; 
ſtrous and offend the Sight. And 
I dare ſay, Quiztilian that faid Sen- 
tences were to Eloquence as Eyes 
to the Body, did not intend a Body 
all Eyes from Head to Foot. Their 
Ordinary places are Harangues , 
where they may be diſphy'd with 
greater Liberty and Judgment ; 
where they ſerve to confirm _ 
they 


uBkey Pronounce or decide. E40g7es 
rhpon Eminent Perſons , Refle 05s 
thnade, and TsffruFions given after 
raShe Relation of ſome great Action 
cr extraordinary Event. 
- 0 But it muſt be-remembred, they 
| Þught not to be introduced by force 
iand as fixed in thoſe places; they 
 effnuſt be found as it were by chance, ' 
 to.richout Force, AﬀeQation or look- 
Sing for, in ſuch a manner, that in 
ey he-Compoſure of the. ftile, they. 
Tnay appear rather as Shadows arifing 
citffrom the Dye, than Laces ſew'd upon 


the Stuff; And in this conſiſts the 
> inffuſtice which in the third Rule the 
ff H;forian muſt obſetve in the Uſe of 
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Another Important Rule zo be 4. 
ſerved in the Uſe 'of Sentences, t 
i Excluſion of Points contrary to 
the Gravity of Hiſtory. Seneca 


, wrongfully ls d for that by Quine 
tilian. 


*HE laſt Rzle is Gravity,which 


permits not the Hiſtorian to 
retail himſelf, or lend to whomlſo- 


ever he makes ſpeak, any Sentence 


that has not. Weight and Subſtance, 
is not Solid and Serious. By this 
Rule he muſt abſtain from playing 
with Antitheſes , Equivocals , Allu- 
ſons, and certain Periods, that are, 
as Petronins calls them, but as ſhin- 
ings of broken Glaſs , they prick 
and ſhine, and withall, that there 
is nothing weaker nor leſs ſolid. 
Quintiliaucomparesthem ſometimes 
to the. Sparks that twincle in the 
Smoak ; and ſometimes to little 
Flowers, 
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Flowers;that being of noconſiſtence, 
fall ſo ſoon as touch'd : And *tis that, 
it may be, a worthy Man means, 
when he calls them the Emmonies of 
words. 

The Controverſi Ges of old Sexeca, 
Declamations falſly attributed 'to 
Quintilian, the Panegyricks of the 
latter Empire are {tiffened through- 
out with theſe Points; and if the. 
Expreſſions of  Tertullian are ſaid 
to-be Iron and Stone, one may well 
ſay theſe are Nettles and Briars. 
Bertaud the moſt Pozntiffenx of all 


the Poets, was called the Thiſtle -: 


He affeQted inot to make a Starzs 
that was not ſharp as: an Epigram. 
| | xa Hermogenes, Quintilian, 
and other Maſters of Rhetorick 
have. always proteſted againſt this 
Corruption ; and particularly Quiz- 
lian 1s every where out of Hu- 
mour with Sexeca, and accuſes him 
as. an Empirick-in Eloquence. But 
; if we ſhould take his Opinion, 
Proceſs would be taken out againſt 
him,. as a Corrupter of Youth, 

H and 
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and he baniſhed the Schools and 
Libraries with as-much Ignominy, 
as the Poets are baniſhed the' Repu: 
blick of Plzro. 9oÞÞ © 
But I cannot avoid ſaying . (what 
Reſpett IT may otherwiſe have for 
Cuintilian) he makes himſelf 1a this 
too much a Schook-maſter; whether 
his Crztic:i/-:s proceed from Jealouſfie, 
or a Peeviſh Temper, he declaims} - 
againſt Sexece's to ill Purpoſe, andf / 
without reaſon, and follows theſſ 
Humour of Pedant Philoſophers, 
always oppoſing thoſe of the Court. 
But whatever was the cauſe with 
Sexeea, Serious and Grave through- 
out; *tis certain there 15 nothing 
more contrary to the Dignity 
Hiſtory, and Importance of Matters 
ſhe handles, than this Madneſs of ** 
playing with little -words. The . 
Hiſtorian is an Interpreter of 'TruthJan 
Teacher of Civil Life, DireQor and or 
Counſellor of Princes, an Inftructolf Bo 
and Guide to Poſterity ; and if hg cer 
ſhould amuſe himſelf with fſuciy bri 
Trifles, that are only to be borg fir 
| Wil 
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| Z ' 147 | 
with in Children, mntatd | 
y Scholars of Sophitts, it would-be as 

ſeemly to ſee a Heather in the Cap 

of a Senator : And fince'tis Princes, 
at Stateſmen, Generals and Ambaſſa- 
xr | dors he makes ſpeak, what he lends 
his ws be Richer and more Sub- 


ey CHAP. IV; 
rt. That 4 Point - 22 Thoughts « F diff. | 
ith rent from Force. An Example © 

oh the Force of Thoughts. Of In- 
ig] ftruQtions and Precepts, 42d how 

_ off 70 be wſed, 


; ol T7 ere 1s yet a DiſtinQion to 
T he be made between the Port 
th and the Force, whether in Thoughts 
and} or Expreſſions. There are certain 
Qtolſ Bold Thoughts effeQually explain'd, 
he certain Expreſſions flowing from 
ucly bright Conceptions, yet with a re- 
zord ftrain'd Light, as 1n a Point, by 
yit £2 which 


ons Of Hi, 


which arerepreſented in littlethings 
of the-greateſt Grandeur without 
Diminution. Thee Thoughts, theſe 
Expreſſions, theſe Images, 'belong 
'to Wits of the firſt Rank. And far 
from rejeQting them with 1I[Points, 
we ought to reſpect them as the 
Lights of Stars, whether they come 
from their Nature , or the Intelli- 
gences that inhabit them.” As we 
 reſpe& thoſe Precioms Stones , in 
which Pliny tells you. the Majeſty 
and Riches of Nature are abridg'd; 


. Sexeca (notwithſtanding Quirtilian) 


the old Pl:izy, and Tacitas, are rich 
throughout with this ſort of Riches; 
and a few Lines taken out of T acit-s 
may ſerve for Example of this re- 
maſſed Force, this contrafted Gran- 
deur, of which we ſpeak. In the 
Life of his Father Agricola, which 
in my Judgment is the greateſt 
Effort of his Wit, he introduces a 
Britiſh Captain ſpeaking againſt the 
Romans 1a theſe words. Theſe Rob- 
bers of all the World, now the Ex- 


hauſted Lands .can no more furniſh fc: 


their 


a 


| their Ripine, think to Riſle the Seas : 


they. are Cruel through Covetouſneſs. : 
Where with Poor, through - Ambition, 
The Exit and We#t, wait as they are, 
cannot {atufie.; they alone with like 
reedine(s throw themſelves upon the 
© |N Poverty and Riches of Nations. All 
they aim- at is but t0 Ravage and De- 
froy,' to  Raviſh the Empire under 
n falſe Pretenſions: Tet they V aunt to 
y. have eſtabliſhed Peace in Provinces 
* ? I they themſelves have rendred Deſolate. 
u, If the Modeſty of our Wives and Siſters 
"ſaved them from Violence, when they 


are become our Gueſts from their Laſci- 
vious Friendſhip. Slaves, that Nature 
he £ 414 Fortune deſtined to Servitude , 
h having once fold themſelves, are noa- 


oft riſhed by their Maſters, 'T# Brittain 


; [-ightnings that dazle the Sight , 
* | Thunders - that Aſtoniſh.; and if 
i Nature had given the uſe of Rea- 
'' fifon to Lyons, they would thus 
a 
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Where they meet with Opulent Enemies, 


mere. our Enemies : It cannot now they © 


only buys her Slavery, Supports and 
"*" Nouriſhes her Oprelſers Theſe are 
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150: Of Hiſtory. 
have expreſled their Anger and In- 
a—_—w__ SER: 

Here I ſhould ſpeak of [»/#ra1on; 
_ and Precepts, that are not leſs the 
_ Office of an AH;ftorian than Sex. 
zences; but having the ſame End 
and Form, and being under the 
ſame Definition, what I have ſaid 
of Sentences, may comprehend them 
alſo. The ufe of them muſt-be as 
Sober, Moderate and Reftrain'd , 
and: the Hiftorian that would not 


leave his Inftruftions fubjeQ to the 


Eecnſure of the Grave and Wiſe} 


muſt have the ſame Diſcretion and 
Regard in the Management of 


there. - 
I ſhall only ſay in. the Matter of 


_  Precepts, the beſt and leaft Pedan-Jj _ 


tick way is the Oblique. When the 
Hiſtorian, not willing to make him- 
felf a- Tutor in the Eyes of the 
World, lends them to another : 
By this Tnnocent Artifice, accom- 
modated to Mens Fancy, that value 
more things at a diſtance, than 
near at hand, theReader, that per 
1aps 
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haps may paſs by what the Ho- 
rian fays in his own Perſon, will 
receive with Eſteem by the Me- 
diation, and as from the Hand of 
ſome Prince, Stateſman, or others - 
he ſees hold ſome conſiderable Rank 
in Hiſtory, - FEDL Ey des 
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Diſſertation VI. f 
Of Deſcriptions, - q 


y. : A 


_ 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Worth of Deſcription ; And 


"ome Ries the Hiſtorian ought wo Þ/ 


a 
4 
| 
obſerve. 


Eſcriptions will here have ||! 
their place after Sentences, || ! 
and it would not be Juſt ||! 
(they doing ſo: much Honour to. || \ 
Hiſtory as ſometimes they do) if | C 
they had not a part in this Freatiſe. I | 
As they are Repreſentations and 
Paintings made by Words, it may | | 
be ſaid they are in Poerry and Hr- | i 
ſtory, as Hangings and Piiares 1 ina Nt 
Palace, 
But 


. But we muſt not perſwade-our 
_ I ſelves, they being-upon. Paper and 
_ | withour Colour , the. Repreſenta- 
tion 1s leſs perfe&t: *Tis quite ano» 


ther ſight ,-. to ſee a-Combat or. 


Wrack drawn by the Pez and Site 
of Virgil and Livy, than to. ſee it 
done by the Pencil of Raphael him- 
ſelf or T:ztiavy. The Pen repreſents 
not only the Colous and Features of 


the Body,it repreſents the Thoughts: 
and Paſſions of the Mind, gives Life-.- 


and ACtion,Speech and Underſtand- 
0 Nj 


ſoever, are all without Spirit and 
e I Life, without Movements; thoſe 
that are made by the Pen, although 


F . 
t | Inviſible, move and ſtir themſelves, . 
o. | War by Sea and Land, are Eloquent + 
f I or Couragious, as the Workman - 


. || pleaſes to. Inſpire them, . 


1 | This in favour of Deſcriptions, . 
7 | that certain. Crizicks would take - 
- | from Hiſtory : But thoſe are People - 
, 


that are pleaſed- with nothing that 
is Pleaſant ; and were they let alone 


A th. arte th ———_ , 
ra & I.” bk : Us : 4 . F on bes nes Ke —® mM 627 hin: , : 4 jy" j - ' = Gl = n : 
And; \ y 2 " _ 4 Y COS 5 ; - Hae; - 3% | SIT 
: s a * . - $ FILM hr Ou 
bs — d * z 
Ll s bas.) ” \ * z , 
4 "Ys . + 
, * A * 
: p "' T * & 73 " 
% IT 
[a 
4 
” 
: 


ing to her Figeares, and as thoſe. 
made by the Pexcil, how Beautiful - 
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with their Chagrin, they would pull 
the Stars from Heaven, and Eyes 
from our Heads. But Deſcriptions, 
how Beautiful ſoever we. make 
them, muſt have their Rules, as all 
other beautiful things that ceaſe to 
be ſo, when they ceafe to be g0- 
verned. Let Warinreff then be the. 
firſt Rule in the ufe of Deſcriptions, 
and the Hforiay, though never fo, 
ready in this way of Drawiag, muſt 
not pride himfelf ro myltiply them 
in Hi/tory, and ſhew. his Wit to the 
'Prejudice of his Judgment. That 
'wWhich: pleaſes 1n one ſeafon and 
place, pleafes not always nor every 
where; and Rarity gives-value to 
many things. We ſeldom admire 
the Suz,, becauſe ſhe ſhews her 
ſelf every day 5 when the Comers, 
that have nothing taking, but de- 
nounce what is Ill and Ungrateful,  - 
becauſe they appear not every Year, 
draw the Eyes and Admuration of all 
the World. | | 
 Andafter all, Deſcriptions being 
but Refting-places. as well for the 
Hiſtorian 
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Of Hiftoy, 
| Hiſtorian as the Reader, it would © - 
be very Ungenteel for the one, and. 


unuſeful. for the other, to ſearch 
Repgla at every ſtep. Beſides a 
multitude of Defcriptions would be 


4 Confufion and Obſtacle to the 
courſe of Hiftory ; and the Reader 
being deſirous of coming to'an end® 
would ſuffer with Impatience thele 
delays, notwithſtanding the Care 


taken-to embellifſh them. Let the 


 Hifforian remember then, Infir- 


#ions being the principal-end of 
his Labour, to which Deſcriptions. 
ſerve but little, and only by way of 
Ornament,he ought not to uſe them 


| but when Prudence and Occafion 
require. FE 
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14 WY Of Hiſtory. | | 
with their Chagrin, they would'pull 
the Stars from Heaven, and Eyes 
from our Heads. But Deſcriptions, 
how Beauriful ſoever we. make 
them, muſt have their Rules, as all 
other beautiful things that ceaſe to 
be ſo, when they ceafe to be go- 
verned. Let Warineff then be the 
firſt Rule in the ufe of Defcriptions, 

and the Hiforian, though never 
ready in this way of Drawiag, muſt 
not pride himfelf to myltiply them 
in Hiſtory, and ſhew his Wit to the 
\Prejudice of his Judgment. That 
'which: pleaſes in one ſeafon and 
place, pleafes not always nor every 
where; and Rarity gives value to 
many things. We ſeldom admire 
the Suz, becauſe ſhe ſhews her 
ſelf every day 3 when the Comers, 
that have nothing taking, but de- 
nounce what 1s Ill and Ungrateful, - 

| becauſe they appear not every Year, 
draw the Eyes and Admiration of all 
the World. | | 
 Andafter all, De/criprions being 
but Refting-places. as well for the 
Hiſtorian 
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Of Hiiftny. 
FH:/torian as the Reader, it would 
be very Ungenteel for the one, and 
unuſeful. for the other, 'to ſearch 
Repoſe at every ſtep. Beſides a 
m 


BL. 


courſe of Hiftory ; and the Reader 


being deſirous of coming to'an end$ 


would ſuffer with Impatience theſe 


delays, notwithſtanding the Care 
taken-to embelliſh them. Let the 


Hiſtorian remember then, Inftru- 
#ions being the principal:end of 
his Labour, to which Defcriptions 


ſerve but little, and only by way of 


Ornament,he ought not to uſe them 


but when Prudence and Occaſion | : 


require. 


multitude of Deferiptions would be 
4 Confufion and Obſtacle to the 
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Crap. IL 


Other Rules for Deſcriptions. Ovid 


. cenſured: And of | ſome Hiſto- 
. rians that have. fail d in. theſe 
e Rules. 


JUT let him take care in this, 
he does .not as the Rich Co- 


- vetous , . who do profuſely, and 


without - meaſure, what - 1s done 
but once a Year-z tis. not enough 
Deſcriptions are ſeldom, they muſt 
be -ſhort. The fame Reaſons.. of 
Confuſion, Obſtacle. and Interrup- 
tion, that forbid a Heap and Crowd: 
ing, forbids alſo Length and Exten- 


runs upon things that make neither 


Subſtance nor Shadows ; ſerve nei-'ll 
ther the Eſſence nor Accidents of | 


Affairs. | 
And 1n this- conſiſts the: third 
Rule, that forbids in any Deſcription 


which ts not to the purpoſe, works 


NOL. 


fron ; chiefly when . this Length 


_ ——_— «Aa AA ao gr 


not ſome-great- Effeft, and is. not 
worthy -the:'Grandeur. and Majeſty. 
of Hiſtory.- 'The Ancient Criticks. 
deſpiſed - O-7d,.. far that in a: De-. 
ſcription of the Deluge, where the. 
Towns and; People. had- equally, 
ſuffered - Wrack , when Forreſts , 


Mountains and Earth,weredrown'd,. 


he mentions Wolves that Swan with 
the Sheep without biting them. How. 
would they then have decried Livy. 
or. Tacitus, obliged by the Dignity. 
of Hiſtory .to:a.moxre compoſed Gta=" 
vity,if thelike had eſcaped theirPens.. 
 Theleſs Severe Criticks; of 1taty, 
' would -not pardan_ one of their-He- 
ftorians, who. in a-long.and trou» 
bleſame Deſcription of a Feaſt made. 


at Rome for ,the King of Nawar's: 


\ Daughter, in her paſſage to Marry. 
\the Duke of Ferrara, leaving the 
Duty, of an Hi/torian., and taking 
"pon. him: that of Maiftre i Hoſtel, 


cÞliges his Reader againſt his Will,to 
ee-the Account he gives of all the 
Services and-.Expence made at that 
Feaſt. E 


And. 
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And ſhall we = an Flo. - 


rien, that aving but a word to 


ſay,, of the Magnificence with 
has £36 the Eate Ko was received 
at Paris in his return from Rochel; 

makes all the Wards march in 

Arms ; counts the Ranks and Files 

of Com nies ; repreſents the Ha- 
bits and Liveries ofelidio Captains; 
their Colours and Feathers; and 
from thence . enters by force the 
Town-hall; takes upon him to co- 
ver the Tables, to range the Diſhes 
and Plates; after this goes to the 
Greve, defcribes the Machines. and 
all the Fire-works, diſtributes the 
Wine, and lets off the PFyſees. 
This . unuſeful Diligence could 
hardly be indured in a Gazerte- 
maker who writes for Shops. and 
Ale-houfes. - 

By the fame reaſon tn deſcribing 
of Battles, after ranging the Troops 
of one ſide and the other, he muſt 
not amuſe himſelf to repreſent the 
Horſes, Arms, Devices and Ban- 
ners; to tell all the Thruſts _ 
with 


the Rules of their: Profeſſion ; this 
were to- confound the things ought 
to be diftinguifſhed, and mingle 


-Poetry and Hiſtory together. Ho- 


mer is very large in deſcribing . the 
Buckler of chilies ; Virgil: has: 
Sy ook bimin Wit, . Judgment 
and Fame, by the Deſcreption of 


 #neas his Arms, where is abridged 


all the Roman Hiſtory : And to do 
yet more than lomer, he repre- 
ſents too the Symbols, the Chiefs 
of: the .Latin- Army carried in their. 
Bucklers and Helmets. 4rioſto and 
Taſſo, who followed their Method, 
have done the ſame ;_ and my felt, 


by their Example, in my St.. Lowis, 


not only in the Tournament ſpoke 
of in the fourth Book, but in.the 
Marching of Armies and'Combats, 
to the end this Diverſity of PiFures- 


that, are'proper to. Poetry , might 


enliven that matter, x Compolureof 
the ſame Colour,and equal'through- 
out, had rendred diſagreeable. 

Theſe 


* Of Hiſt, i599 _ 
with Pikes and Swords, the Woun- . 
ded and Kill'd; as the Poets do by 


"=. 16 , Of Hiftnp.. 
| Theſe Beauties are-not permitted 


_ the, Hifforian , who ſerves Muſes 
Either more Serious or more Severe ; 
and we know no body that has not 
in ſome meaſure abſtained from ir, 
ifit be not that worthy Perſon that 
Lacian tells employ'd a whole Book 
in deſcribing the Bridles and Trap- 
rat | | 1 
pings of Yologezes Horſe, and ano- 


ther longer to repreſent the Figures 


te ſaw 1n the Buckler of another 
General. 


” 
_ FE ——— 
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CHavp. IM. 


Other Rules zcceſſary in Deſcriptions. 
How and to what Degree they ought 


fo approach Poetry. Apuleius cen- 
ſured, and his Stile. 


. Lthough theſe Afe#ed Deſcrip- 
A..ci0ns of Poetry be forbid the 
Hiſtorian,. *tis not to be underſtood, 
that in. thoſe proper . for him _ 

$ 
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places chiefly he ought to take Li- 


lieve I have already ſaid Verſifica- 


chiefly in Deſcriptions. 
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his 6 "he is obliged to confine 
himſelf, and avoid all that belongs 
co 4 Poetick Fullneſs and Elevation : 
On the contrary, Tis '1n theſe 


berty, and unfold,” as. Lucian ſays; 
the- Sail of Hiſtory to: the Poets - 
Gale. | ſ- | 
— Fhis Fourth Rule demands Vi- 
por and: Porce- of- Spirit," to be'ob-- 
ſerved as it has been by the Hiſto» 
rians, who have had wherewithall 

to ſupport the length of their Work, 
and extent of- their Fame. - I be- 


tion-excepted, Saluf, Livyand Tas 
titus are not leſs Poets than Homer 
and Virgil, T may add, That.if 
the Poetick Genius has ſometimes 
warm'd: their Fancy , it has been 


But: the Force. and- Vigor this 
Rule requires, muſt be accompa- 
nied with Judgment and Dilſcre- 
FN as all others, for ſear the 
Veſfel.of Hiftory (to ſpeak again in 
Lacian's Phraſe) preſſed by the 


wind. 
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wind of Poetry with tag much Violence, 


ſhould ſplit againſt ſome Rock, or ſ! 


be. loft in fome Barbarous Gulph. 
The Hiſtorian muſt. above all-ſhun 
the Winds that carry to the Florides 
of _Apauleixs, If there be an Anti 
poaes to true Latiniſm and Eloquence; 


*tis that Country where good Senſe, 


Reaſon. and Judgment are worſe 
treated, than in that. Famous Ifle 
of Witchcraft, where Men are 
turn'd into Beafts. And yet- this 


Writer has his Imitators, his Golden- 


Afs- Adorers, as well as the Golden 
Calf; when there is not a more 
Villanons Animal , not fit to be re- 
ceived into any Stables leſs foul 
than thoſe of Awgers, But is there 
any thing fo: bad, that pleafes not 
fome depraved Appetite ? And tho' 
France has for ſome Years produced 
no Monſters, ſhe has had hereto- 
fore her Apuleizs's, notwithitanding 
ſhe is at preſent freed from ſuch 
Prodigies. If Modes as well as 
Seaſons have their Revolution, who 
can promiſe the Phebrs of —_— 
an 
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ind Gothick of Vienere will not” res 


Fturn again, with the Golilbs and 


on 


Roffs of thoſe Times... 
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| 1 Go Mo Bu Bo BE + 
The laſt Rule in Deſcriptions, a»d 
 tts Importance. b” | 


"OR the fixth and laſt Rule, An 
Hiſtorian muſt nor enter into: 


any Country where he is Ignorant- 


of. the Language, without an Tn- 
terpreter to affift him. T mean he 
muſt not undertake to defcribe any 
thing he does not know, or has 
not been informed of. Otherwiſe 
he will but form Chimera's, where 
he thinks to: draw Repreſentations : 
Speak of War in a Court-Stile; and 
of Navigation in Terms of Hus- 
bandry : Will take the Country for 
the Soil z and when he has an 
Aſſault or Battle to defcribe, will: 
do it. in. the words of a Proctor, who 
_ gives. 


-, <0 pas fond ef : FI. '3 ny OE OT ISO RAE bh. We a LEDIGI < da ie 6 . 
7 , v F) » bes g RS PIFINS des 4 - 
4 © SR 4 « "4-7 Fas VURO a " 
my p- Y MN Od V. " - 
- - q = : - » oF 4 oy 
£ ; b- - - 
rig #-- : = 
p s Fa 24,25 wy - 
p : #7 $ : # £ 
- _ My n - » E- 
L ; 4 - 4 % 
+3 
a - : S 
- 's 
F, - : 
P . 
— 


; - 4 has Of | Hiſtory, | 


gives an account of his Proceedings 


1n the Purſuit-of a Proceſs. 
In deſpight of the great and little 
Atlas, againſt Nature her ſelf he 
will make a New World, and Maps 
as new; as thole lately made '- 
the Globe of the Moon :. Place the 
Lap. and Fin-landers under the Line, 
and Ethiopians under the Pole ; 
bring the Pyramias from Egypt into 
Ttaly, and" carry the Tralian Aque- 
duQs into Egypt: Not content to 
takeaway one ſide from the Aperins, 


he will tranſport it all into 4ſia or. 


Africk. © 

Such-like Miracles have been done 
by Hiſtorians that were not Saints, 
if we believe Lacianv, who fays, 
That in his time there were that 
carried whole Towns out of one 
Country into another,with-as much 
eaſe as a Gard'ner Tranſplants his 
Flowers; and further make as Pro- 
digious Transformations as thoſe in 
Ovid's Metamorphoſis, turn Towns 
into. Captains , and Captains..into 
Towns ; for which the na: 
2 
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Of Hiſtory, - 


de Baſſompierre accuſes one = S 


Hi ;ftoriographers ; make Mountalas 


Rivers, and Rivers Forreſts; and 
without a Miracle or. Witchcraft, 
without the help of Heaven or Hell, 
there is nothing in Nature he will 


not change from one Kind to ano». 


ther, by the ſole Vertue of his Igno- 
rance _— by his Fancy. x 
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Of Harangues and Digrefſons. th 


ab 


CAS. 0: do 


Whether Harangues are Superfiucssy,. 
in Hiſtory ? And whether contrary fr 
to the Rule of Truth? 


Arangues hold the Third Li 
H place in Compoſition offi 
Hiſtory; and if it belongs, 

only to an Orator to be an Hiſto by 
 wvian, as all the Maſters {ay afterfſ ;1 
Cicero, *tis here chiefly the Orator-f 
Hiſtorian ought to diſplay. his Rhe-ſl { 
torick. I know all the World sf 0 
not of his Opinion, but what 1 is 
R_—_ Luly, and others thath 
imbrace 


- 
Ee rages -,. 
. 


of Hit florg.. 
imbrace the 'contrary, but Prom 
h__ ww oſey to this Abies: of che to = 
1oainſt Herangwes : condemas: but 
thoſs that intangle and diſmember 
z Narration , put things out of 
ns their Method by their uareaſon- 
able length , or number yet more - 
[tedious. And as this Gy#eek , that | 
—Jought to love Wine as all other 
Greeks do, would not have burnt 
down all the Vineyards'to free the 
Ground from ſome bad Vines; {fo 
0% he never deſfign'd to cleanſe Fifory 
#JFffrom ſome ill Harangues, all forts 
ſhould be taken from her. 
; *'Tis oppoſed to this, That the 
Ir Law which p ermits nothing falſe in 
of Hiſtory, 1s \ laces by theſe Hs 
5 N ragues, that are all falſe, and framed 
of by the Hiſtorian : That Probability 
cr alledged to maintain them, is an 
7-J Uſurpation upon the Poers, and ſhe 
8 ſhamefully abuſed. What is there | 
15F of Scythian or Barbarous; nay, what 
is} is there not of Delicate and Polite in 
ary the Harangues the Ambaſſador of 
& | Scythia 


x68 "Of Hifory, 
| Scythismade by the Favour of Quis- 
tus Curtius to the Great Alexander. 
And who can believe Galgacvs,: that 
Tacitus places at the head of a People. 
ſeparated from others, | and- as it Th 
were gut .of the World, Harazgucif 
with ſuch Figures and ExprefhonsÞ 
as he lends him. The ſame may bef] 
_ faid. of | his A4rminins and Civilis, 
which he makes ſpeak as if Diſciples 
- to Longinus and Hermogenes. In like / 
manner, the Romays, covered with Tl 
the Duſt of their Cabi»5,and ſmelling] un 
of Garlick,as ſays a Modern Author, | ce: 
- areproduced by Titus Livias with T 
as much fineneſs of Wit, and Grace | en 
of Language, as was uſed a. long th 
. time after by the moſt Curious in | he 
| the Court of Auguſtas. | 
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That Harangues are neceſſary in Hi- 
ſtory, not contrary to Truth nor 
. Probability. Hiſtorians and Poets 
juſtified thereupop. | 


- COMET EET IS OBI WP yg mig » 


A LL theſe Reaſons conclude 
{A nothing againſt Harangues. 
The Lew of Truth ought not to be. 
underſtood, but of things that re- 
ceiving ſome confiftence either by 
Tradition or Writing, might come 
entire and .without Alteration to 
the Knowledge: of the Hiſtorian ; 
he.is obliged to take them as they 
come to him- by theſe ways, and 
the Law of Truth confines him , 
that- without changing any thing 
either in Matter or - Figure, he 
ſhould make uſe of them ſuch as 
they are. *Tis not ſo with Words 
that have Wings, as a Greek Poet 
P. Eſays, and after the Arabian Conceir 
are the Birds of Carriage, no Nets 
can 
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can take them, no Bands hold them; |. 
and it would not be enough thefſ 
Hiſtorian Was a Magician, he'mutt i 
yet be a Prophet, if he was to recite 
. every Syllable (as the Meſſengers 
of Homer) of all that was faid by 
_ Perſons introduced in his Hiſtory ; 
notwithſtanding there are | Occa-ſſ 
ſions where, tis neceflary they 
{ſhould fpeak ; for a Trader that is 
Dimb, a Connſellor Silent, an 4m 
baſſador without Words, would there 
Tnake but ſtrange Fighres, Thi 
Hiſtorian muſt then make thet 
Speak, and lend them Words, and 
that is found better than if they 
_— all expreſs themſelves in 
ditterent Languages, and renew 
the Confuſion of Babel in every H 
Or. 
j fn making Harargnes the Hiſt 
rian Uſurps not upon the Poezs 
there are that belong to each 
them, but with this diflerence, the 
one is founded upon Truth to th 
Excluſion of Falſhood ; the othe 
uporr Falſhoodsto the Excluſion of 
| Z- Truth 


es diſguiſed, Sifes allchs E 


ory and Poetry, that de 


| Qrine :- The firſt in. the Fourth 
Book: of Virgil's Aneids,, where 


Deſpair and Fury, whether ſhe fiirs 
pr ſpeaks, does all ſo Cris ge = 
well compoſed , ſo. natural, 

cannot ſee ther without going 


ing with . her.” Notwithſtanding 
thisreſemblance of Truth is ground- 
ed upon as great a Falſhood as ever 
was. And it was not enough for 
Virgil to raiſe the Winds and Seas, 
employ all the Gods that: prefide 
over Tempeſts, to bring his Aineas 


he was further obliged to force 
Chronology, and do Violence to twe 
Ages. 

The other in the Firſt Book. ct 
Rc where the Fair and- Chaſt 


I 2 ' Lacretia, 


Truch; Incaus Fallhood co 


Two Famous Exam ales Ire Hi- 
Pvorion, will clear better olds Ties” 


Dido, moved by. Love ,: Defpite;, 


 Hating, being in Anger, and Mourn- 


to Carthage in the time of Dido, 


> ey _— ——— ————_— 
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Lacretia, Mad with the Outrage 
| offered to her Honour, expreſles 
her (elf in ſo beeoming a manner, 
and in Terms-{o Natural, - nobody 
but would- believe the words her 
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own. And that happens, becauſe 


the Truth of the thing drawing 
with it the Probability- of 'Words 
founded upon it, -givesthem part 
of thoſe colours that-then.mulſt paſs 
for true. - Are Ambaſſadors accuſed 
of Falſhood, that expreſs themſelves 
more elegantly than their Inſtru- 


Qtions: And the Letters of a Secre- || 


tary of State, do they ceaſe'to be 
true, and the Prince's, becauſe they 
are-more enlarged, and in better 
'Terms, than in the Original ? 
?Tis-then a Calumny, - to ſay the 
Truth of Hiſtory is violated by the 
Reſemblance in Harangwes. And the 
Injury goes:yet further, for this Re- 
trenchment muſt be likewiſe made 
10 Judgments, Refletions and Conje- 
fures, that are Parts fo Efſential to 
Hiſtory, ſhe ceaſes to be when they 
are taken from her. 
Livy, 
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Of Reftory. 173 
.. Livy, Tacitus and Quintus Curtive, 
are not- only. accuſed for having 
lid aſide -Truth, but Probability, 
in lending more Wit, Politeneſs and 
Eloquence , to- thoſe: they make 
ſpeak , than the Genius. of their 
Country and Manners of their Age 
will bear. It. muſt be-anſwered, 
That Senſe. and- good Wit are the 
Growth. of every Country, and all 
Ages-: That Seythia has had her: . 
Philoſophers as well as Greece : And 
- | at this time the Canadins, notwith- 
- | ſtanding the Barrenneſs of their Soil, 
e | are born El/oquent and Haranguers, 
Y IN and have a Natural Rhetorick, .as 
Tr || figured and Sententious, as that.we 

are taught in Schools and Books. 

e | Beſides, The Poets, fo great Ob- 
ce I ſervers of Reſemblance and Proba- 
© F bility, never thought it adviſeable 
-- ſto change the S7//e as they change 
lc | the = a _ There 1s but Plautzs 
e- || that pleaſes himſelf with playing 
0 I the” Trive/iz , as one may. ſay:, in 
affeting ſuch an odd unuſual Me- 
thad. But if we believe Horace , 

ST Plantus 
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1.274 Of Hiftay, 

 Plautus was, inthe time of 4ugnſtus, 
what Cl/opinell is now. All others 

_ are equal and uniform throughout, 
the Servants in Terence ſpeak as 
good Latiz as their Maſters; the 
Shepherds and Shepheradeſſes in Theo. 
eritus, expreſs themſelves agreeably 
and with Wit : Nay, his Polypheme, 
Monftrous as he 1s, has ſomething 
Gallant, And if the Crzticks in the 
time of | Virgil, reproached his (or- 
ridop for a ruſtick word ; what had 
they done his Dido, Anna and Farbar, 
1f he had lent them the Barbarous: 
Thoughts and Language of 4fr:ict. 
Let this be ſaid, not only to juſtifie 
the Eloguexce of the Scythians in 
Quintus Curtins, but the Politeneſs 
of the Shepherds 1n Virgil, Saxna- 
zara, Taſſo, Guarinus and the Mar-iſ 
queſs da" Urfe, and the fine Thoughts, | - 
generous and tender Paſſions, I have 
— to the fy "oor , that 
make the principal: Figures in my 
St, Lows. Er M7 M 
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But 


But for what end fo long .a Di 
courſe, "The Example of all the H;- 
ſftorians, leaye no-place for Excuſe : 
We have in Greek and Latiz Colle- 


Qions of ' their Harangyes, as the. 
moſt Pure and Fine Part of their 


Wit. And'to take the Opinion of 
Raymund Lally, and others, upon 
the Praftiſe of theſe Great Men , 
would be to take the Judgment of 
a Colour-ſeller upon the P:iFures of 
Fountain-bleau, and the Roof of Val 


de Grace. . Harangues muſt - then re- 


main in Hiſtory , but in the place 
and form they ought, not to em- 


barraſs, burden, and be trouble- 


ſome. 
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CHa?P; IH. 


What Perſons ought to Harangue ? 


* What ought to be the Subje&t Mat- 
ter awd Meaſure of Harangues ? 
'Thucydides ard Saluſt reprehended 
for having fail'd in this Rule, 


"HE Hiſtorian that will be 
Curious in the Fitneſs and 
Regalarity of his Harangees, muſt 


above alt have regard to the Ape, | 
Quality, Credit, and Deſert, of 
thoſe he makes ſpeak. - It muſt be 


otherwiſe here than in a Comeay , 
where the Yalkt has his turn as 
well as the Maſter. And tis not 
much, Princes, Stateſmen, (aptains 
ar Ambaſſadors, have right to be 
heard, becauſe the moſt Subrile Ex- 
trafs of ' Policy are, ordinarily 1n 
Harangues ; And an Officer of the 
Wardrobe, a Life Guard-Man, or 
2 Clerk of the Palace, that would 
appear Men of Importance, would 

| make 


Pay fIyy oy 
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make in. Hiſtory as -baſe- an Incon- 
gruity, as could be made in Grams 
mar. Ts t 


_- Secondly, He muſt not: employ: 


his Rhetorick throughout, but only. 


upon Occaſions, and Matters 'that - 


have wherewithall to ſuſtain it.-- 
Times of Batte] were heretofore- 
proper for Harangues, but now that 
Faſhion is almoſt out of Date ; and - 


the Forwardneſs of the Soldiers - 
Courage, leaves little room for the - 


Captains Eloquence.. - erg 
Conſultations, where are. treated * 
of Peace and War, Alliance or-- 
League, Abdication or Ele@ton of-* 
a Prince, Examples of Juſtice or” 
Clemency , and the like- Aﬀairs of - 
reat Account, are. proper places 
or Harangues; but to uſe. them: 
upon the-Death .of a Foot- Captain, - 
Preparation of. a Hunting-bout, or 
the Attack of a Barn, is to abuſe: 
Rhetorick, and ſpend a' great many - 
fine words to no purpoſe. Such 
Harangues would be like thoſe made | 
in the Senate before the Emperor, . 
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about..the Seaſoning of a Turbur of 


extraordinary lize, if Fuvenal may 
. becredited.. w 


T hucydides\and Saluft; though i. 
F. = Men , and both Chiefs of 


eir-Order , are reproached with 
having fail'd in- this Rule : "The 
one in a long Mournful Harangue 


made by Pericles at the Funeral of 


Fifteen Gentlemen. that died in the 
Service of the Republick ; was not 


this to. expole the ſecond Fuprrer of 


the Athenians (0 Pericles was called) 
to abuſe lus. Lightoings and Thun- 


ders, employing them in ſo mean. 


a Matter. But the Fitorian lend- 
ing his words to the Orator, would 
make it appear he was not leſs one 
than the other, and that his Elo- 
quence was able to make as much: 
noiſe 1a Writing, as- the-other had 
done with his Voice. However 
the Funeral of Fifteen 'Soldiers 
might have been- made with leſs 
Expence, and the Mournfut Ora- 
tion better employ'd at the Obſc- 
qu.es Of thoſe Athenians loſt in Sicily 

1g 
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greaterNumbersand withgreater 


towhom the Hiforian could lend his 


#F EF FT.” 


Sdoft Harangues throughout ,: and _ 
almoſt eyery where without 0cca- . 
Noon. ._ In the Conſpiracy of Carezne, - 

the long' Harengues Obſcure ang. * 


and in his Tugurthin War, the great - 
- Diſcourſe made by Howio Tribn 

of the People, wuhout any other - 
Reaſan than the Reputation of - 
 theMan for one of the beft Speakers -. 


une 


of his Time, makes it plain enough 


-he takes all Occaſions, right or 
wrong, to make SatisfaQtion by his -. 
Hiſtorick Eloquence, for the 11] Suc- 


ceſs of his Oratorian. 6 
Let the Hiftorian then take for 


a Third Rule, in Compoſition of 

Haranewes, to avoid Multitude and. - 
'Length; by which the Narration 
is broken, the Reader retarded and | 
put... 


Glory. But Pericles was then Dead, .. 
and there was never another Orgtor, 
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| put out of his way, as by- Hedges 
- and Ditches in the Road of a 'Tra- 


veller that haſts to his -Journeys 


end. © There is no-Labour- more 


Ungrateful, nor- more -Unhappy , 


no words worſe employ*'d, and they 


are declined by all as infeQed places. 
And if heretofore a Gallant Man 
choſe rather a Priſon, than give his 
Approbation to an 1ll Poem ; thoſe 
may be found, that think the Galzes 
more Supportable than the reading 
ſuch Harangues. PREAT 1h 
Boccalin 1s very pleaſant in his 


' Occurrences of Parnaſſus, and makes 
appear the Pain ſuffered in this kind 


of Le&Qure': He tells you, That an 
Old Man: being found: reading a 
Madrigal ueder a Eauret-Tree with 
his SpeQacles on, *twas judg'd by 
the Senate a Scandalous thing, and 
he condemn'd-by univerſal. Con- 
ſent to the reading. an Harangue in 
Guiccarain, Since they have been 
made {horter-even in France, where 
they were altogether astroubleſom. 
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$4 Inithe Fourth place, He mult not 
forget Ariftotke's Rule , - that Ha 


rengues made to be read, require . 
more Art and Study 1n their Coms- . 


ras ts thoſe to be fpoke. And 
ikewife this Study, ought not to be 


that of a Syphi#, to beat about the 
| Buſh: and ſmooth a Period 3 this 
Art not to be placed in AﬀeQations 


of Points, Antitheſes, and ſuch-like 
Figures, that are but to ſay the 
Coequetaries of Rhetorick : All there 
ought to be Grave, and.accommo- 
dated to the Condition of Perſons , 
and Qualities of Aﬀairs. And if 
Agreeableneſs, ſo much recom- 
mended by-the Maſters of this Art, 
demands - Application throughout , 
in this/place more particularly. For 
a King to ſpeak like a Sophiſt, a 
Captain hike a Declamator, an Am- 
baſſador to. deliver his Credentials 


4n Points, would make ſtrange Fi- 


gures: They might as well ga to 
Council,. Battel and. Audience, in 
the. Habits of Comedians... 


Pathetick 
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 _ Reſerv'd. And”ris not in the:Cloſer, 


 Path#ich Charafers and Paſſionate 
Movements have allo their place in 
Hiſtorical Harangaers, but they muſt 
come natur ally , and without Vio- || | 
lence. "The SubjeCt and Occaſion IN|. 
bring them in, nor are theyto eater 
with the Noſe and Tumult they 
make in Oratorical AGions, where 
they are as Thunders and: Light- 
nings in aCloud big with Tempeſts. 
Hiſtorick Eloquence, that ſpeaks but 
from the Pen, has no Voice nor Be- 
haviour , muſt be more Calm and 


and upon Paper, is expected Thun- 
der-bolts and*Storms, like thoſethis 
Fcond Fupiter of the Athenians made 
in the Aſſembly of the People. TI 
will not further.enlarge upon the 
other Riches, that belong to the 
Compoſition of Harengues, *twould 
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be a return to the Colege, and In- | : 
croachment upon the Profeſſion of | , 
Cicero and - Quintilien, that have fl + 
given long Leſſons for them. i 

/ 


CHAP. 


CHavp. IV. 


ereſſions have the laſt place in. 
IF the Parts of Z{/ory, but 1 
eannot ſee for what Right, or Rea- 
Ton, this laſt place is given them. 


\ 


© 8 Where they are abſent, there isno 
- | Wang; and; where. found, 'many 
a | times Troubleſome, 'Lipy has: a» 
» | voided them with Honour; Poh-. 
- | bizs and Saluft abridg'd them to. 
S | their Reputation. Thoſe whowould 
* | have Drereſion to Hiftory, as an 
| | Epiſode to Poetry, know neither one 
* | norcheother.. A Poem without an 
* | Epiſode, is but the Carcaſs of a 
| | Poem : Whezeas there ts nothing want- 
: . ing to an Hiſtory without Digrdfi= 


09, To what would they reduce- 
* | the Encas, it the Sack of Troy, the 
Loves of Dido and Ameas, the De- 
ſcription of Hell, and other Epiſodes, 
awhich are as the On” 
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and Anti-chambers,to a Palace,were 
taken from her? -. And what would 
the Hiſtory of Tacirsus loſe, if that 
long and fabulous Digrefſion of the 
Worſhip and Temple of the God- 
deſs of Cyprus ; and that other longer 
.of the Original and Religion. of the 
Jews, filld-with: Falfity and Malice, 
were retrench'd? Notwithſtanding 
_ the Eſteem T have for.him, and the 
Pleaſure I take in. his Entertain- 
ment, as often as he comes to them, 
I profeſs my ſelf tired, and all I can 
obtain. of my Patience, 1s to attend 
till he has done, _ | 
But-ſince it ſo pleaſes the Ma- 
ſters, let us ſuffer Digreſſions in 
Hiſtory,: and ſay, for In{truQtion to 
thoſe that defire them, they are 
either Geographical, Hiſtorical, Poli- 
tical or Moral. In Geographical, The 
Author . gives the Deſcription of 
{ome Country he finds in his way : 
Such, inthe J«gurthin War, is that 
of Africk. Ta Hiſtorical, is recited 
ſome particular Adventure ; as that 
of the two Friends that Is 
| Fo 
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inal of ſome State, People or 


Town:; the two Digreſfſions of Ta-_ 
eitus, that I have mentioned, are of 
this kind. In Po/ztical, is given In-' 


ſtruftion-to Princes,  Stateſmen and 
Officers; there are Examples in Po- 


po of every ſort-: - And this-may 


faid without ſaying too much, 


That in the Republick - of Plato, 


and Politicks of 4riforle, there are 
Maxims and - Axioms have leſs of 
Policy than in this Hiftory. In the 
Moral, the Hiſtorian gives Leſtons 
upon Vertue and' Vice, a Good and 
Evil Life, and the Conſequences of 


one and the other. Salu# gives an' 


Example in the long Digrefſton he 
makes in his Cztal;ze, of the Birth, 
Progreſs and Fall of the Republick : 
And though he is full of Spirit, Rules 
and Sentences, he takes up too much 


ſpace in ſo little a Work: And it 


may be ſaid in that place, the Hiſto- 
rian-does like a tired Traveller, that 
having but one days Journy to go, 
ſays two at the firſt Inn he _ 
| with. 
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of in theſame place ; or in the Ori- 


with. All theſe Rules , all theſe 
Sentences, received under the name 
of Fabizs and Cato, loſe their Force 
and Edge under that of Sa/uft.- 
Let the Hiſarian then remember, 
| Rot to make unneceſlary Digreſſi- 
ons, which ſerve not to dreſs, clear, 
or ſuſtain -his Matter; and that 
' thoſt he does make, are very rare 
and ſhort. Otherwiſe, being. but 
Reſting-places, as Livy calls them, 
or Inns as others., he will be re- 
proach'd with making more Reſts 
jr Way , and. as many Inns as 
eſts. 


Diſſerta- 


© —_—_ 


0 


Cna p., TI. 


Of the Preface ; Rules to be ob/erv'd, 

and Faults fo be avoided, Re- 

 fleQtions «pow the Prefaces of 
Salud” +: -- | 


B has Marble and Stones, and the 
= Art to work them, he muſt 
yet know the Placing, Building and 
Connexion they require. Without 
that, he will put that below that 
ſhould be above, that behind that 
{ſhould be before ;" and in lieu of a 


Palace, make a Monſter of Stone, 
as. 


[: Is not enough the Archite& 
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as the Italian ArchiteFs ſay. This 


Knowledge of Order and Placing, il 


is not leſs neceſfary for the ' Hiſto- 
rian, if that be wanting, his richeſt 
Materials, ill joyn'd or ill placed, 
w1ll be but as Heaps of Stone with- 
out Mortar,Connexions, Symmetry 
and Form. But as there remains 
but two Pieces to diſpute and 
place, the Preface and Narration, the 

Diſpoſition, ſo neceſſary, cannot be 
difficult. 2805; ERA 

He will begia then by a Preface, 
| which is to him as a Prelude to 
thoſe that play upon- the Theorhs 
' or //7olin; by that he prepares-the 
Mind and AﬀeCQtion of the Reader, 
and diſpoſes him to a continued 
and favourable Attention. Let him 
not. follow. the Example of Ce/ar, 
that: has. no Preface: at the Front 
of his Commentaries, - Hiſtary is a 
more finiſhed StruQture, has-Body, 
Parts, Proportion and Meaſure , 
according toArt; and to a Building 
_ of this Nature, there muſt be other 
Skill. and Order than:in Commer: 
. faries 
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teries and Memoirs, that are but as 
a Maſs of . Materials waiting for 
the' Hand of the Workman. 'The 
Lovre, though ſo 'Magnificent and 
Great, offends the'Light, and baulks 
the Imagination., by its yet want 
of a Portal : And a Hiſtory, though 
compoſed 'by Livy or Tacitus, would - 
not leſs offend thoſe that ſee it 
without a Preface : Lncian ſays, 
ſuch Works are Bodies without a 
Head. | E 

But whether we take her for 
a Portal or Head, fhe.is nor left © 
to .the Fancy of the- Workman : 
She has her Rules, that muſt not 
be violated; without doing .con- 
trary to the Rudiments of Hiſtory. 
She muſt be rightly adapted , of 
Juſt Meaſure, Modeſt and Con- 
formable to the reſt of the Body. 
One cannot, fays Horace, without 
Laughing, ſee the Head of a Man' 
upon the Neck of a Horſe, and it 
would be as Extravagant to ſee a 
Horſes Head upon a Man's Shoul- 
ders. Such-hke Repreſentations , 
are 
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are arconly fir Pg Signs mo thoſe odal: Ai 
Animals expoſed in a Fair. And the 
there is nothing more reſembles 


thoſe Monſters, than a ry - 
that begins with a common, Pre- Fon 


face, not immediately relating to = 
- the  Subjelk but would ſerve as 
well a Spaniſh as a French Narra- par 
| #i0n5 as proper to the Wars 0 2h 
Solyman, as thole of Charles the Fifth, TNF 
Saluft, that Roman —_ profin 
poles for one of her moſt pertcaſve: 
Models, is fallen willfully , and do 
ſeeing his Fault, into this Incon- 
gruity. He begins his Hiſtory c 
| the Copſpiracy of Catalin: and the a. 
TJugurthin War, by two Moral De- Po 
clamations, which belong as little 
to their Subjects, as a Doctors Cap 
to a Soldier. "Tis poſſible they 
were the Remains of his Oratorical 
Profeſſion, and he thought it hetter W 
to place them there, whatever il! 


TW they might make, than to 
lole them. By 


Whatever Sa/u# might mean,ſj 
beſides that theſe two Prefaces F; 
have 


” 
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ave pit, as atiy other's they 
; i nor of right Meaſdre. A he 


y be faid, That beitig iÞ long 
35 they are, "they make there the 


ſitric Figure, to uſe Laciar's Cone 


_ariſon, as the Head of a Coloſſus 
Jon" the Body of a Dwarf. bo 
iftoriah mutt have a care of this 
cond Fault ; his Preface muſt be 
ſhort- and cloſe, eſpecially before 
Hiſtories of little Bulk : And if he 
does not prefer the vain Reputa- 
tion of Eloquence, to the Prejudice 
of his Judgment, he muſt not 
do as that Archite& who made 
the Entrance of a Chappel large 
enough for a Cathedral Church. 
Above all, let him avoid Ofter- 
tation and Pride, that more becomes 
a Captain in a Comedy, than the 


Wiſdom of an Hiſtorian, from 


whom is expected more Modeſty 
and Gravity than any other Writer. 
By that he will gain the Good Will 
of his Reader, make him more 
Favourable and Antidate againft 

| the 
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the Venom Envy carries in her 
Eyes-and Tongue. . And his Mo- 
deſty will obtain that Indulgence 
from - the Criticks', would never 


have been allowed- to his -Quality 


or Merit. On-the contrary, [The 
ſofteſt Natures are exaſperated, -the 
Charitable not leſs than the Envi- 
- Ous, the Doves as well as the Ser- 
_ pents, have- their Gaul, and turn 
their Beeks and - Claws againſt 
thoſe that force them. And the 
Work , whatever Merit it may 
otherwiſe. have, . will ſuffer - the 
Chaſtiſement due to the Preſumpti- 
on of the Workman. Tis yet 
worſe, when the Deſert does not 
ſupport this Preſumption 3 when 
in lieu of Marble and Jaſpar that 
was expected, is placed courſe un- 
poliſh'd Stuff; and a Country 
Cottage in the room of a Palace: 
Such things are not to be en- 
dured , - and no body. but would 
Laugh at the Extravagance, to 
ſpeak after Lucian, of Armour 
made with Ofier and Bark of 
T rees, 


Of Hiſtory, 193 
Trees, under a' Guilded Head- 
piece. ENDS es 
e The Heiforian - muſt begin then 
rf} with Modeſty, and double it when 
y | he ſpeaks himſelf ;-do it in ſuch a 
ef| manner, the Ink and Paper, if it 
efl were poſlible-; ſhould bluſh with 
I- _— _ ER. _— ot his 
| ſpeaking Magoificently of his Mat- + 
n ma x Teſerv's, beequſe tis-not his 
&f| own making. He may praiſe it- 
ef} with the ſame Modeſty a Sculptor 
y | does his Marble: "This will be a 
x | Spur to the Curiolity and Atten- 

i-} tion. of his Reader, and a Preſer-. 
«t | vative againſt the* Trouble and 
ot | Weariſomneſs, as ordinary in long. 
nf| Le&ures as long Yoyages. 
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| The Hiſtorick Nazration requires | * 
Order. (What i this Oxder ;_ «nd. 
hop it differs fromthat of Poetry. 


T"HE Hi/orian ought not to 
paſs nn one Preface to 
_ another, as ſome: have done, that 
were to. build Por#a/ upon: Portal, 
'Fhreſvold upon Threſbold; and two 
Heads upon one Body. He muſt 
enter his Relation, and follow it 
with am equal Compoſure, with- 
out. Interruption , - and/ according 
to the Order of Events and Time. 
This Order is one thing in Hz 
fory, another in Journals and An- 
als : Tn Journals the Method is 
to follow the Accidents of a Day : 
In Annals of a Year. Hiſtory 15 
 *not {ſo much confin'd, though ſhe 
.1s obliged to obſerve Time, and 
go hand in hand with it: She 1s 
not 10-tyed, that ſhe cannot ſome- 
| | times 


LY 


rimes free her:{elf, 'and follow the 
Courſe and Events of Aﬀairs. _- © 
. 'Fhis cy .of TE fol- 
| lowing, and ſometimes leavi 
, | Time, preſuppoſes the Piftin&tion 
of two- Orders founded upon the 
Do&rine: of 4rifotle and Horace. 
Of theſe two Orxers, ſays the Ma- 
| fters, the one'is Natural, the other 
| Artificial. By the firſt, things are 
©} condufted' equally,” and with the 
4 fame courſe, from the beginning 
t 


ro'the-end : By the ſecond, they 

© | go and flop by Intervals, as the 
C | Writer pleaſes, that one while 
- | ſhews, another hides; ſometimes 
8 | keads ſtrait, then rhrough by-ways, 
e. | to raiſe the Curiofity of the Rea- 
'- | der, and keep up Deſire and At- 
/- | tention. This ſecond Order, is that 
15 | ought to be kept in Fabulous Stru- 
© | Aures, as are, Poems and Romances. 
35 Homer has given the firſt Example 
inGreet, Virgil the ſecond in Lats, 
1d Taſſo the third in Hatiavy, And if 
1] it be permitted to name my ſelf 
after theſe great Artiſts, TI have 
ON K 2 given 
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given the Fourth in French in my 
St. Lows, 

An Hiſtorian that. 15 the gervant 
of "Truth, and -labours to eſtablith 
;her, has nothing to do with this 
Art of Diſguiſing and' Impoſture ; 
the natural Order is what ſhe de- 
mands : : And becauſe it may be 
taken from the Chain of things to- 
gether, and their relation to time, 
the Hiſtorian is free to chuſe which 
he thinks moſt open, leaſt engaged, 
leaſt ſubjeQ to embarraſs, and:moſt 
proper to make entrance for his 


Matcer -1n the ' Memory of the 


Reader. 

' There 1s yet ſome F' IOR to 
be made between Univerſal Hi- 
ſtory of many States and Nations, 
without Relation, without Depen- 
dance one upon the' other'z3 and 
particular but of one State, Na- 
tion or Reign. In the Univerſal, 
the Order of Time muſt ' accom- 
pany the Order of Places, and the 
Hiftorian avoid . following Ariofto , 
and other ArchiteCts of Irregular 
Eables ; 


Of Haftory. ns7 
Fables; that without Veſſels, or 
Wings,and what is worſe, Example; 
without Need or Subje&t, boidly 

croſs the Seas, and paſs.in a. Mo- 
ment from one Pole to the other. 
And whilſt you are moſt attentive 

to ſomething Strange that is done 

1n France or Spain, you are car- 

ried from thence of a ſudden into 

Aſia: or Africk, He muſt give 
himſelf leafure, as much as the 

time will permit, to finiſh what 

he has begun in one Country, be- 

fore he goes into another. Hero- "Kt 
| dotus, Diodorus of Sicily, Faſtin , i 
and others who have undertaken | 
Univerſal Hiſtories, have held this 
Method ; and their Example, -15 | 
a Rule for all thoſe that would 'f 
after them enter this vaſt Tra. [ 
_ Particular Hiſtory gives no ſuch 
Fatigues, nor obliges to make 
ſuch long Journies: She 1s ſhut 
up in one Country., from whence 
ſhe is not permitted to ſtir, with- 
out ſome Neceſſity draws her ; 
— ff Pp there 


_ Of Firfrory, 
there ſhe adjuſts, as near as poſh- 
ble, the Courſe of thimgs to that 
of time 5 but without tying her 
ſelf to the *Catknder,, without 
keeping Regiſter of * the” Days or 
Years: When Events are fo mea- 
| fared, and go ſo juſt, that the 
Years keep equal pace with them, 
ſhe follows regularly this ExaQtaeſs, 
_ that ſerves much to the Placing , 
fron Rreacron_d of 
things ; but when it Ss they 
paſs from one Year 66 ths fuc- 
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. ceeding,, the Compoſare of the 


Narration broken , 'and put off till 
another time, troubles rhe Mat- 
ter, and makes Confufton un tne 
Eyes of the Reader; then the 


conduits to the place where the 


Narration began, and lets time 
go on till ſhe finds an Opportu- 
nity to overtake and rejoyn. him. 
Livy, Quintus Curtins and Tacitus 
have done after this manner ; 
and in this they will be followed 
by all Lovers of good Order and 

INT Occo- 


*omrnaGe 


| Chon: . — who nana avoid. 
the like Confuſion: Thacydides fell 
igto, willing-ro adjuſt -too lerupul- 
-ouſly the Periods of his Hi __ to 
thoſe of the San. 
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' Diſſertation =_ 
Of the Stile of Hiſtory. 
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The Stile of Hiſtory demands Orna- 
met:t. | | 


Here remains but the -Sz/e 

T to. be treated of, which 1s 

to Hiſtory as Cloaths are to 

the Body : And. to the end a Me- 

thod may be held in this laſt Part, 

E will remaſs all that can be faid of 

itinfiveor ſix Concluſions, grounded 

upon Authority, Reaſon and Ex- 
ample. 

Hiſtory admits nothing mean in 
her Ste, nothing Negligent or 
Yulgar : She muſt have Politenels, 
| ; Adjulſt- 


200 Of 'Biftory. F 


! 


"204" 


Adjuſtment. and ' Dreſs : So fays 
Ariſtotle, T 
be read, ought to be wrought with 
more Curioſity and Study, than 
thoſe to be ſpoke. Tis likewiſe 
Citero's Opinion , .who tells us the 
Sophi# is allied to the Hiſtorian , © 
and that the Stile of .one_ and the 
other is almoſt the ſame. Hermo-' 


gemes alſo ranks in the ſame kind 


the Stile of H:i/fory and that of a 
Panegyrick. And. none - that has 
heard ſpeak of Sophiſts, and Makers 
of Panegyricks, -can be Ignorant of 
the Magnificence of thoſe People, 
and the Care they take for Orna- 
ment and Dreſs. - 

But if «<.4riſtotle, Cicero, Herino- 


genes, and the reſt, had not recom: 


mended Dreſs, and what is proper 
for Hiſtory, her Dignity, Employ, 
and the Quality of Perſons {he 
ſerves, would demand it. .She is 
one of the nobleſt ProduCtions: of 
Humane Wit; .and Nobility 15 
every where remark'd by it. *T1s 
what diſtinguiſhes Palaces from 
KK: : Frivate 
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Private Houſes; aid  Gtitlemen 


from the Vulgar : She is defined 


ro inftrud the Great; and the” Go- 
vernour of a Prince ought” to. be 
. otherwiſe cloathed than a Petty 
-  School-maſter : All her Diſcourſes 
are with Kings, Stateſimen and Ge- 
nerals: And'tis not ſeermly to ap- 
Xar in {lovenly old Cloaths attiongft 
veh Company. _ 4; 37-0 
I add, A Negligear Uſe of them 
without Artifice, has little alluring : 


They muſt. be adjuſted; and well 


Pur on, to cauſe Obſervation. Tn 
Houſes, Gardens and Garments, a 


bare Covering does. not ſuffice : 


- And how Profitable ſoever Hiſtory 
may be, her Life will be but ſhort, 


if ſhe: has-not fome Agreemeht-to' 


- 


reſerve her from the Outrage of 
Time. Above (ixtcen hundred Years 
Salut, Livy, Tacitns, uintus Cut- 
tius, and more of the ſame- Age , 
have lived with Honour, and been 
magnificently - lodg'd., . and' richly 
eloathed 3 whilſt others that knew 
aot the Art to. pleaſe, have been 
eaten 
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fame Habit: Tis the 


C H A ?. 
What ought to be the Ornament of he 


Stile of Hiſtory ; 4nd #n as it 
conf, its. 


| Tk Stile of Hiſtory muſt br 
| adorned; but every fort of 


Ornament is not proper for her. 
The Dreſs muſt be applied © 


Ages , Conditions and Employs. - 
A Plame of Feathers in the Hat of 
a Captain, has another »/c, than 


in the Cap of a Prefideht: And 
what would become a Girl, would 


be very ill placed upon her Morhet. 
Though Youth be the Spring of | 


Life, and by conſequence the time 
of Dreſs, a Young Perfon muſt 
not be ſeen every day by all in the 
ne in the 


| mer ivy weve thrown iito. a 
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Matter we are ſpeaking of, Hiſtory 
demands. Ornemert.,:. but not that 
of a Ball or Theatre. It muſt be 

" Ornament of Ceremony, and Holy- 
days, Serious, Grave and Modeſt ; 

and ſhe would be as ill deck'd up 
in the Locutions and. Figures of 
Apuleins, as if a Grave Lady ſhould 
go to Church in the Habit: of a 
'Comedian,-+ HE .. :- 

— This Ornament then. (.to- fay 
ſomething particular) muſt not be 
that of a Country-Wedding, where 
the new-married Wife 1s covered || _ 
all over wyh Tinſel; *tis made 
principally of three : things , - E/e- 
gance of Words, Tus Diſpoſition, and 
certain Light. from Sentences and || 7 
Figures, that ſhine and give Eclat 

to the Compoſure of the  Sz//e. 
Words are Elegant, that are not of || 
too old or too new .a Fabrick ; 
that are receiv'd by Men of Worth, 
and breath not the common Air. 
Diſpoſition contributes to their Ele- 
gancy, when they have Number 
and Meaſure, that make. a Har- 
 mony 
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be-enongh to. fay. heres. they: re. 


quire: Management ,: where. there. 
_ appears: more Oeconomy than Warr. 
But to ſhew them to the-'Reader 
by. :certain.; Marks placed- in the 
Margent, as if afraid they ſhould 
not-be taken ' notice of, beſides the 
AﬀeQationand Pedantry, is to give 
Value'to ill Wine by the Sign... 


ſo ESI 


C H A'P. mnt - 


That the Sublime CharaQter i mo## 
proper for the Stile of Hiſtory. - 


FI" H E Sublime CharaFer, that is 

..to ſay, the moſt elivated 
way of Writing, 1s of all the moſt 
proper for the Hi/torick Stile : *Fis 
the Opinion of all the Maſters, and 
amongſt. others  Hermogenes, as 
Severe . as. Fudicious. a.. Critick ; 
would 


 mony the:Ignorant are-noticapable. | 
_ of-+:.\ As - to: Sextences., : having; al- 


that Crete 
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would hovean Hiftorian 
as near as poſſible RR lats's, 

for the 
5 the Meſes alſo 


moſt Lofty of any 


prefided in his Acadeny, ad were | 


there adored. And if arſe and 
Fable were taken from Homer, he 
would not be found more a Poet 
than this Philoſopher. - Thneydides 
the Patron ofGreek Hiftory, fort9'd 
himſelf after this Model : All the 
Latins of Reputation have followed 


him 3 and this Propoſition is not || 


leſs founded upon Reaſon, than 
Authority and Example. | 
Every one knows the Stile is as 
the Cloaths, and Repreſentation as 
well of Things as Thoughts; and 
that there ought to be Proportion 
and Agreement between theCloaths 
and the Body, the Repreſentation 
and Thing repreſented; That a 
Childs Coat is not made for 2 Man, 


nor Coloſſms?s and Gyants repreſented 
_ by: Children. 


We-have ſaid;-and 
'tis agreed, that nothing ought to 
enter. Hiſtory but great as © , 
noble 
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late Kid to the Walls of Saf; 
_ would be very Ridiculous to'e&$> 
preſs himſelf as if he were ſpeaking 


4x 


,—_ 


Of flifſory, 27 
nobfe' Aﬀtiors , are bogs Vie 
priſes: The Rule of NY wes 
ther and Aptcentents, will tivethe . 
Stile with which theft Thinpy 


 Adionis atid Enterpriſes ars to be 


cord with- their Graidewt and! Ex 
atativti. An” FÞfotia» that is t6. 
repreſent (for Exampt) the Bat 
feries raed againſt Rorhe!, afid the 
Enpliſh ettibark'd' ts Suecor' it ; 
that has to deſtribe the' Wether ; 

tips atid Savvy, overcome by the 


of a Building made with Cards, or 
the Attack of a Paper Caſtle. | 
' Let us therefore adviſe the Writer 
wry his Strength, and ſee if be. 
1s in the Number of thoſe exalted 
Spirits, for whom Nature has made 
nothipg too high, . nor of too great 
an Fxtent: Whether he has a 
Fund, from whence he can draw 
wherewithall to carve Images of 
the greateſt Grandeur. If he has 
nothing 
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nothing of all this, can_but crawl | 


upon the Earth, and work in 


little, let him leave. to others H7- 


fory, (that is to be the TnftruQtion 


of a0gs, and Princes, and fatisfie 
"as. much as hepleaſes with 
writing Chronicles and L ends. It 
was ſaid by a great Cardinal, rich 
in Expreſſions, That it belonged 


himſe 


not to_ Barbers to play upon the 
Late, Beggars to cat Melons, nor 
Pedants to read Yzrgil : It may 
be -added,, Nor thoſe that want 
the Quill of an Eagle to write H;- 
Ppory... . 


Th 
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Tha S. - Stile.of Hiſtory Ku 10:4p> 
proach that of Poery's » andto what 


Perce. 


ji E Stile. of © Hiſtory ought to 
approach that of Poetry, as 


mueh: as ; poſſible for Proſe; 'with- 
out exceeding! the Bounds that ſe- 
parate them. "This Concluſion-is 
founded upon what has: been' ſaid 
of ' their. Alliance, and -confirm'd 
by all the Maſters, who will have 
Hiſtory (as I have ſaid before) a 
Poems free: from the Confinement 
of Verfi cation, a Poem on foot : 

And: 1 Ws am permitted to repeat 
a. Ford worth all- has.. been. ſaid, 

A.Poem in. full Song without Muſt ck. 
Now the aloe between Hi- 
ſtory and Poetry, that Agathias 
calls Siſters, not ariſing from the 
Matter feignd 1n ' one, and:true in 
the other, nor from Diſpoſition Ms 
tura 
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tural i in the one, - and Artificial in hire 
the other, it muſt neceſiarily ariſe Poe 
from the S/#e. - - I 

"Tis for that Dios. Elaine, be- cari 
lieves 'hes Honours "Thieydidles .andnc 
Eyodotws,, where he pives theirfof < 
Hiſtories "the name of Excellent | þ 
_ Delicate Fan An in _ TE 

er place, expreſſing himfetf like ſhe + 
a: Maſter upon this Dofrine, hes : 
condemns - in - Hiſtory a Slovenly thi! 
ill: comb'd 'Stile: Theſe are his |W1 
words, And would have her have Por 
ONE ſtudied, approaching the Poetrck, 
All the Latins of the firſt Rank , [ha4 
have not been- leſs Curious in this [He 
than the Greets. And Pontim, as 
worthy and 1ngenious. Writer,” has La 
taken great Pleaſure in comparing || Po! 
many places of Firgil, with the f|by 
like 11 Saluih' atid Lioy,, where I Co 
Verſ excepted, the Poe? 1snot note | $4 
ſo, than theſe rwo Hifforiaws, And | Be: 
there are places enough, where Ta- || oy 
ctr: otherwile 1d Serious, xnd ſome- | Ar 
tumes ſo Chaerip, forgers' the Gra: || ye! 
vity of bis Office, and takes upon fi 


him 


In im the Bot of wa | 
I 1 
| But the 
e-lcare of 

ad ER the Per 
Ty -commg 
it fa bold Licenſe without reſerve. 
o- There are Lorutions and Fipayes 
te he maſt avoid with a5 much-rare, 
1c fas a Vertuous Woman abſtains's 
things that offend her  Modeft 

aq would 'be thonghr of x #5 


Hiftorien muſt Haveut A 
 himfelf ; and 


Heavens Orthus, Avrora hat not 


alles yet appeared in the Bultony of 


SLaque awd Azure, placed npor the 
8g | Portico of the Palate of Day: Or 
© [by theſe words, The Frery-footed 
© || Conrſers that draw the Chariot of the 
e | Sim, were fHIl in the Ocear, and the 
4 Beantifal Driver had not as yet put 
- om their Harnaff of Gold and Rubres : 
- | And all this to exprefs it was not 
þ nA 4 People world laugh at 


a Luxury of Speech , Tach'a 
Magnt- 


ov given Hijfory 


-near to" Porrry, -is not 


ning in theſe Terms, 
The Homrs that ttend upon the Sur, 
bad not as yet opened the Gutes of 
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Magnificence of.'words ill placed :Flil 
And what would be an Ornamentſjzo a 
and Rich in Poetry, would: paſsſþacl 
[ but for.'a Turlupinade 1n Hiftory, hok 
There is here then a DiſtinRionſſyet 
to - be made (between Defe& andfcorc 
Exceſs, a. Draght and a Flood :ſpre: 
_ Some would have the Compoſureſithe 
of Hiftory low and mean like Le-fthe 
gends; others would have her. haveſand 
the 'Theban and  Pharſalian Heatf. 
and Erthuſisſvz : But the one allowsÞ]__- 
not.enough, the other too much ;{- 
the- middle way muſt be held; and}- 
Luciaz's Rule obſerved. | 
In the Hiftorictk (harafter, be di-J - 
ſtinguiſhes a Sexterce from the S71/e; The 
and this -preſuppoſed, he permits 4 
a Sextence (chiefly in certain De-J 
{criptionsthat haveſomething great) 
to make uſe of this Heat, to follow 
the Gale of Poetry, and ride on 
Horſe-back , ſo he expreſſes him- 
ſelf: But.to the Szz/e he gives no ſl 
{ach Liberty,recommendsReſerved- 
neſs and Modeſty, and. forbids 
Words and Expreſſions that _ 
| ike 


Of Hiftey: #13 
2 ſeſſion." "He will haveiher 
t - alive” a" Sentence, not on Horſe- 
Gfback behind-her' but on Foot, and 
holding her Stirrups: Theſe are 
nflyet his Words ; and by theſe, ac- 
dicording 'to his manner, "always 
:{preat 'and figured, he repreſents 
( oo Medium ought to be held by 
-fithe Hiſtorian Detween the Grator 
e _ Poet. 
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The Hiſtorick Stile demands Purencſs 
and Clearneſs. | 


ON we 


Ow 
® 


ET the Ornament be what it 
wilt; with which the Szz/e of 
Hiſtory is adorned, ſhe will -not 
have all the Grace '{he ought, if 
o ke has not three Qualities, Purity; 
- Clarity and Brevity, inevery thing. 
What 'is free from Mixture ts 
called Pare; and the Stile of Hi- 
ſtory 


— i 


- 


214 of Hiſry) 
ſtory wall be ſack, 'when' :it\kas no- [for 
ting; Stzange or Barbarous; of Re 
anather Time or Place, Uſape or ff - | 
| Mode; and that all thei Rules of of 
Grammar are larred, Tis Pay clin 
''Y > Prion of Quality, wy, can- || wn, 
rot be wanted, - without won Hd 
raxcd with: lownes vf. Birth' 2, = 
Breeding. 
*Tis of this Pureneſs our Oe "Fi 
Theophraff Monſieur de /s Chamber || as 
muſt be underſtood, when he would | it x 
have (as he has often told me) | req 
Hiſtory writ in the: Stfle of cer-['Car 
tain little Romances, that have lately | wo! 
ared under the Title of- Novels. | Ut 
As he has not leſs Eſteem for 744-| Sam 
cydides and Livg, than Cariftotidan 
and Hippocrates ; F am well aflured fice: 
he would not be the firſt to accuſe{or-< 
them for having. ilt employ'd thejadn 
Treafure of their Wit, . and itency 
would be without doubt to accuſe] or t 
them to rob Hiftory of the Orna-Ja V 
' ments. they have given her, and} Opi 
reduce her to I know not —_ Wa 
ort 
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RE nncg rg EA (who . 
y Cannot: gnorant 1s 
(of the firſt Rank 'of Philyophers) 


, [| rtiat-che- Forms! muſt- differ accor- 
; ding to the, difference of - the-Mar- 
- [en That the Materials of a Tofty 
| Hiſtory, being difſerecit- from -thae 
Hofa tntto-Love-Storys, the way of 

working:them muſt alſo be diverſe. 
[Fs with the Purity of the Stite, 
r [as with-thie Pri of theHabir, 
dit may be eomly hout, but 
) requires the fame Adjultmenr and 
7 
s 


-[Care in ' places. Thar thac 


_Hnariiis; would' be too little for 
i | Samiranms or Cleopatrs, And' who 
k | dares maintain, the Stile that ſaf- 
d| fices a. Letter, Love-Declaration:, 


. 


e | or other Trifle of that nature, can -- 


xI admit, the Harangue' of a General 
i} encouraging-his Soldiers to Fight”; 

ſe] or the Head' of a FaCtion inciting 
a-Ja Mutiny 3 a Stateſman giving hs 
df Opinion 'of the Conſequence of 


at] War or Peace ; or the Deſcription - 


rt of 


ſort of Pirizy'; without CToloar., 


would be wel much- for S#/via or 


ofa. Battle ,.' Sedition,. -Sack. of -a 
Town , Burning or Shipwrack: of 
a whole Fleet :- Such things muſt 
_ beexpreſſed: in other 'Terms,-.than 
the Deſpair,of Cel/adop.,, or, Com- 
plaints of Afrea. 

. I will give you an Example, 'The 
great DoQor 1n the, Art of Loving, 
who ſaid. every Lover was. a Sol- 
dier, and Love, as well as Mars, 
had his Camps and Armies z yet 
knew the Trumpet- was as little 
roper for the one, as the Flagalct 
or the other. Beſides he never 


ſpoke of War, but in Terms High Þ 


and. Magnifick 3 nor of Love, but 
in Words Soft and Smooth to the 
laſt Degree of Delicacy. And though 
his Stile be every where Pure, 
and hisLocutionRomas throughout, 
yet when he has 1n his Metamor- 
phoſe, the Chaos or Deluge under 
his Hand, when he 1s to deſcribe 
the Birth . of the World, the Com- 
bats of Gyants, the Univerſal Ship- 
wrack. of Mankind, he exprefles 
himſelf with-quite another Force ; 
without 
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without leaving his Purity, ſpeaks 
in quite another Tone , than he 
does in his 'Elegies and:Love-Epiſties. 
This, to Interpret -our :Dear-anU 
Knowing Friend, who as a preat 
Lover and Artiſt in the Pureneſs 
of 2 Stile, would be but under- 
Nood, 'that of all Ornaments he 
moſt \eſteemed Purity. Weeſteem 
1t as much as he, and I am ſure 
he intends with us it ought to be_ 
accompanied with the Porce, Dig- 
nity and Elevation the Nobleneſs.of 


Hiſtory demands. 


Let us proceed to Clearneſs, which 


11s the ſecond Quality required in 


the Szle of Hiſtory, It may- be 
made by the neatneſs of Words , 
that ought to be all Intellible, and 
placed in ſo good Order, as not to 
evade, hinder or trouble the Un- 
derſtanding of the Reader, from 
joyning with that of the Writer , 
and taking all the Fineneſs of his 
Thoughts. It may be made in the 

{ſecond place more Advantagioully, 
and in a more Noble Manner, by 
L certain 
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certain Lights that paſs from' the 
Intellect of the Author to his. Ima- 


gination -, and; .penetrating , the 


1mages they there find; .carry:them 
bright: as they: are;1fto -his Stile ; 
from whence ; they, eaſily refle&t by 


the Sight or Hearing into'the.Un- 


.derſtanding, according-to the Capa- 
city of thoſe that Hear orRead. This 
_ fort of Clearneſs is the -moſt;Grace- 
.ful and Eſteemed, - but- very Rare, 
.and comes but from ſome Illumi- 
nated Wits of the firſt ' Rate, that 
enlighten their Works by their own 


proper” Luſtre, and hold the ſame | ME 
Order and Rank as the Plawers YA 


among(t the Sars. 
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That. FTE Stils of - Hiſtory aemands 
Po 2h And in what it ought t2 
Fu #.- - jo 
"Here remains. but Brevity ; 
that is a great Agreement: 
to Hiſtory, and a great Charm to: 
the Reader : But how few know: © 
in. what this agreeable. Shortneſs, 
conſiſts;  manz -place- it. in ..the. 
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ix Verſes, long Jer” than Poents of ps We 
twelve thouſand.  Harangues whe 5 Om 
quarter of an Hour, ſhorter than. 
ſome Complements of four Lines. - 
Others eſtabliſh it in a cut. or., 
broken Stile, that is, without Band. 
or Connexion, that falls and riſes, . 
begins and finiſhes in every Line. 
Father Matthew has given the firſt: 
'L 2 Exams 
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Example of this manner of Writ- 

ing and Speaking by Bits.; and as 
il Examples are . uſually moſt fol- 
lowed, this Fargo» was in' Mode 


" during the Minority of the late ' 


King. And a certain Soldier of 
Rovergue or Perygort was made 
Publick with the Language of a 
Frantick ; and put himſelf at the 
Head ofa Band of ſuch who thought 
to. give themſelves Honour by a 
Madneſs like his. When the Her- 


| cules. of Seneca, and Orlando of | 
yas” the as Furious as they are re- 


preſented, ſpeak better Sence than 
thoſe People. And the Corribantes 
of the Ancients, when the Wine 
had turned their «Heads, play'd 
the Extravagants' more reaſonably 
and with more Followers. - But 
my Wonder 1s, Matvezzi, other- 
wile ſo Worthy a Man, and others 
of his Country , ſhould paſs the 
Alps and come into France, on pur- 
poſe to take this InfeQion. 

This Brewity then we ſearch after, 
is: not; made by Haſhing of Sex- 
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tenees,, and' maiming of - Words.. 


; | And thoſe that take: Salut: and. 

. | Tacitus for Patrons, arc: miftaken,. 

> | andichoſe thoſe that condemn'them.. 

2 '| For though in ſome Deſcriptions, 

f | where theſe great Men afteQting 

> | to make haſte, they ſerve themſelves. | 
: | with ſome Infinitives without Con». * : 
> | junctive Particles, a Privilege their 

t | Language gives themz yet-in all 

2 | the reſt their Stile is conformable to: 

- | the Maſters Rules, that will have- 

f | it go roundly and with an equal: 

- | Courſe; like that of a:River, with- 

a | out ſtop or turning-by the Declen- 

s || tion of the Canal. On the-other. : 
e | ſide, As: Hiſtory-1s a Strufure, ſhe 

d | demands Order. and: Connexion: as: 

y || all other Buildings.; and her Mate- 

t | rials-without that, would make but-. 

- | a tumultuous Heap of Sand without 

s | Lime. - | 

c There are others: that-place Bree- 


wy in- Conſtraint, and think. they. 
are ſhort whenever they. piach them» 
, | ſelves in ; when they. have remaſs'd' 
many things in few Words: Theſe 
-L 3: deceive. 
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-deceive themſelves, zif they would 


-- andtheHabittoo ſtrait forthe Bady,; 


ſhap'd. Butfrom being better made, 
or-more at: their Eaſe, * they find 


+ this Meaſurey as there is neither 


2=S Beauty nor Pleaſure muſt be ſought 
=: after, but what ariſes from it. - 


up, and Beds'piled one upon. ano- 
ther: in a Wardrobe:; is: not--the 
Shortneſs Hiſtory requires; ſheiper- 
mits not things to be hid, and-ſhewn 
by pieces; will neither have them 
too much extended, nor too cloſely 
preſs'd , without being lamed or 
diſlocated 3 / that ſpoils the Figure,. 
and offends. the Sight. And *tis in' 
this properly confiſts the Fi;/torick 
Shortneſs, to. expoſe nothing that 
; : may 


have the Shoe-leſs 'thin-the Foot.,.. 
- for thereby the: Foot becomes:not 
- more: Noble, nor the Body- better. 


themſelves -lam'd ,.'and; ſuffer the 
-- Torture. Everything has its Mea- 
Lg ſure, 'and whether above, or below 


Agreement 'nor Harmony , ſo- no. 


This Brevity, where the Matter 
is ſhortned,, as Hangings folded. 


) ow nok 4 70 
rake oro to- >; & | ntegrity. Fe 
Beauty: of itz not to take 0 "he 
Sight, till every thing has the Ex- £ 
tenſion; it demands ; to remember. , 
that never ſo little added, though | 
but a Line, is a-Volume... This is. -- 
the Opinion, of all che Maſters, of __ 
Cicero, who allows a Narration its. - 
© Agreement: . And the Sight alone, . 
(without Reaſon) teaches us, there 
1s no Beauty where there is: want: - 
of Extenſion, and things .heaped 
are in diſorder 3 of Quintilian, that : 
_ condemns the:Leannels and Drineſs 
of a Narration, and declares, That 
what is not of juſt Meaſure, is but 
Confuſion ; of Plato that tells us, 
| Shortneand Length haveno Merit. - 
in themſelves; and not the moſt + 
ſhort, but what is beſt muſt be 
choſen. 

I will finiſh. by theſe Oracles, not-- 
ſo Equivocal or Deceitful as thoſe 
of Delph : Nor can I add any thing 


will give greater Value, orend this - 
Treatiſe. 


Treatiſe with an 2 AI of 


greater Weight or. better Eſteem. 
However F wilt not-quit my Pen, 
till I have again acquainted the 
Reader, that. what. have {aid of 
the Hiſtorian, T have ſaid of a Man 
- Not yet born, nor will not appear, 
bat in that- Year. that diſcovers the: 
Perpetual Motion, and {es 
- Stone. 
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Fables of £/op and other Emi- 
_F nentMythologiſts, with Morals 
and Reflexions. By. Sir Roger D'E- 
ſtrange. . Folio. | 
The Genuine Epiſtles of St. Bay. 
wabas, St. Ignatius, St, Clements, 
St. Polycarp, the Shepherd of Her- 
24s, and the Martyrdoms of St. [g- 
yatirs and St. Polycarp. Tranſlated: 
from the Greek by W. Wake, D. D.. 
OFavo. | 
Seneca's Morals by way of Ab- 
ftract. Ofavo. 
Eraſmus Colloquies. OFavo. 
Tully's Offices 10 Enliſh. Twelves. ' 
| Bonas. Guide to Eternity. The 
four laſt by Sir Roger L'Eſtrange. 
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"Moral Maxims and Refleions. 
In Four 1 Barts, Written 10 French: | 
ke, of F Rochefoucautr, now. 


g 'T 23H the Greek, by Verge Stanhope 
F. ate Fellow of Kings-College i in Cam- 
 .. -baidge. Oftawo. 

'The Parſon's Counſellor, or Phe 
Law of Tythes. The Fifth Edi- 
tion; very much enlarged by Sir 
Simon Degge. OFavo. 
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time 
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: _ Reaſon: An Eday. By Sir George ES 
. | Machenzie.  Twelves,  ' 


he Moral Hiſtory of Frugality. 


' | By Sir George Machenzie. Ottavo. - © 
. | A Diſcourſe of Provic ence. . By Rao: 
| Tho. Gregory M. A. late of W : 
I College in Oxford, and+ LoQurer < ES 
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